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Attachment B - Helicopter Rental Services Specifications
 
Purpose:
This solicitation is to establish an agency term contract to provide the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) with Helicopter Rental Services for twelve (12) months, beginning with the date of award, for the following helicopters:
· Bell Model 206-B3 Jet Ranger helicopter (or equivalent)
· Robinson R-44 Clipper 2 helicopter (or equivalent)

These services are to be used for, but are not limited to, the statewide programs listed below under Program Special Conditions and per the specifications provided. 

The successful bidder is to supply pilot(s) and helicopter(s) that meet the specifications set forth in this document and that are capable of flying and landing in marshlands and water areas.  Flights will be scheduled as required and notice will generally be given to successful bidder approximately twenty-four (24) hours in advance. A catastrophic event, such as a hurricane, may dramatically alter the timing and require an extension of helicopter rental utilized under the contract.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Criteria: 
It is the intent of the State of Louisiana to award by region to the lowest overall responsive, responsible bidder for each region. Please see Attachment D - Regional Maps for the list of parishes in each region, along with a map and list of LDWF Wildlife Management Areas (WMA). This would allow statewide coverage for services at multiple locations at all times, if deemed to be in the best interest of the State.  

Each bid must be accompanied by a completed Data Sheet (See Attachment C: Data Sheet) for each helicopter type being bid. The Data Sheet must be fully completed by the bidder in order to be considered for award. This Data Sheet will become part of the resulting contract with the successful bidder.

Helicopter Specs:
1. Bell Model 206-B3 Jet Ranger helicopter (or equivalent) specifications:
a. Contractor shall provide adequate, qualified personnel for the operation of the helicopter that is experienced in low level flying.  Each pilot must have a valid FAA Commercial Pilot’s Certificate with current medical certificate. Vendor shall provide a copy of both certificates with their bid for each pilot listed on the Data Sheet. 
b. Pilots must have a minimum total helicopter time, as pilot in command, of at least 1500 hours in a Bell 206-B3 Jet Ranger (or equivalent).
c. Fuel range minimum fuel capacity to ninety-six (96) gallons and approximate total flight time to 3.5 hours (three (3) hours working time and thirty (30) minutes reserve fuel). The required three (3) hours working time between fuel stops will include two (2) passengers and survey equipment.
d. Garmin GPS 496 with XM Satellite Weather Information or equivalent navigation and weather system with pilot qualified to enter flight data and operate system when flying.
e. State-wide communication system operational at low altitudes (300 ft.).  
f. High skids with emergency pop out floats that would allow emergency landing in wet terrain and water.
g. Availability of pontoon (fixed) floats to be used as required for landings in water.
h. Emergency Location Transmitter.  
i. Intercom system for communication between all passengers and pilot. 
j. Helicopter must have removable doors (front and rear) for increased visibility.
k. Helicopter must have a large “photographic window” on front passenger side door and additional “photographic windows” on both rear doors.
l. Helicopter shall be equipped with a flight meter (Hobbs Model M-1-969 or equivalent) recording in hours and tenths and activated by an oil pressure switch wired in series with a collective switch.
m. The Helicopter shall be equipped with a heating and air-conditioning system.
n. Helicopter shall be equipped with AC power supply for charging electronic equipment such as lap top computers, GPS units, cameras, etc.
o. An estimate of total flight time hours is listed in the special conditions section of each program. In the event a greater or lesser quantity of flight hours is needed, LDWF reserves the right to increase or decrease the amount at the unit price stated in bid.
p. Flying time will be computed in hours and tenths from liftoff to touchdown as recorded by the collective activated hour meter required in the specifications under Section “l” above.
q. Billing will begin when designated passengers are picked up and will stop when designated passengers are dropped off.  
r. Flight cost to and from designated pick up points will be incurred by the vendor.

2. Robinson R-44 Clipper 2 helicopter (or equivalent) must be equipped with the following:
a. Contractor shall provide adequate, qualified personnel for the operation of the helicopter.  Each pilot must have a valid FAA Commercial Pilot’s Certificate with current medical certificate. Vendor shall submit a copy of both certificates with their bid for each pilot listed on the Data Sheet.
b. Fuel range minimum fuel capacity to thirty (30) gallons and approximate total flight time to 2.5 hours (two (2) hours working time and thirty (30) minutes reserve fuel).
c. Garmin GPS 496 with XM Satellite Weather Information or equivalent navigation system with pilot qualified to enter flight data and operate system when flying.
d. State-wide communication system operational at low altitudes (300 ft.).  
e. High skids with emergency pop out floats that would allow emergency landing in wet terrain and water.
f. Intercom system for communication between all passengers and pilot. 
g. Helicopter must have removable doors (front and rear) for increased visibility.
h. Helicopter shall be equipped with a flight meter (Hobbs Model M-1-969 or equivalent) recording in hours and tenths and activated by an oil pressure switch wired in series with a collective switch.
i. Helicopter shall be equipped with AC power supply for charging electronic equipment such as lap top computers, GPS units, cameras, etc. 
j. An estimate of total flight time hours needed is listed in the special conditions section of each program. In the event a greater or lesser quantity is needed, LDWF reserves the right to increase or decrease the amount at the unit price stated in bid.
k. Flying time will be computed in hours and tenths from liftoff to touchdown as recorded by the collective activated hour meter required in the specifications under Section “h” above.
l. Billing will begin when designated passengers are picked up and will stop when designated passengers are dropped off.  
m. Flight cost to and from designated pick up points will be incurred by the vendor.

Program Special Conditions:
1. SPECIES OF GREATEST CONSERVATION NEED (SGCN) SURVEYS LDWF is seeking a helicopter rental service to provide an aerial platform for the inventory and monitoring of SGCN, including rare, threatened, and endangered species, throughout Louisiana. Projects expected to benefit from this service include nesting sea turtle surveys and others.  Projects may involve utilizing helicopters over varied, and often remote, terrain from open water (e.g., Chandeleur Sound) to forested wetlands (e.g., Manchac Swamp) to upland pine savannah (e.g., Sandy Hollow WMA) and will require low level flying to optimize species’ detections and counts. Given the statewide breadth of projects and their targets, frequent flights within airspace of busy airports, as well as the need for constant vigilance for radio and cell towers, should be expected. In addition, pilots should understand that surveys near large nesting birds carry inherent risks as birds may attack or inadvertently collide with the helicopter. Prospective vendors must meet the following criteria and have all aspects built into the bid. Flights may begin during the month of January.
a. Daily flight time may vary from two (2) to eight (8) hours.
b. Approximately fifty (50) total flight time hours estimated for this program. 
c. Flight cost to and from designated pick up points will be incurred by the vendor.
d. Successful vendor must have fuel availability in remote areas of work to reduce dead-head time for refueling. Fuel must be available at or near the following locations, including but not limited to: Cameron, Pecan Island, New Iberia, Patterson, Houma, New Orleans, Venice, Slidell, Lafayette, Lake Charles, Hammond, and Baton Rouge. This requirement benefits the LDWF by reducing flight time for refueling.
e. Flights may originate from parishes, including but not limited to: Cameron Parish, Iberia Parish, Terrebonne Parish, Orleans Parish, Vermilion Parish, St. Mary Parish, St. Tammany Parish, Plaquemines Parish, Jefferson Parish, Lafourche Parish, East Baton Rouge Parish, Tangipahoa Parish, Lafayette Parish, and St. Bernard Parish.
f. If an overnight stay at a remote department facility is required, the subsequent flight will originate from that facility.

2. NUTRIA PROGRAM As an integral part of the Coastwide Nutria Control Program, funded by the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act and managed in conjunction by LDWF, the Natural Resource Conservation Service, and the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, aerial surveys are required in order to monitor widespread nutria herbivory damage to coastal marshes. 
	Aerial surveys are the only effective means to spot the damage and record it accurately and, without this tool, the department would not be able to efficiently monitor land loss resulting from nutria herbivory. As part of the program, surveys are flown once a month starting in November and ending in March. During these flights, general observations are made to ensure the program is running smoothly. In April, the Coastwide Nutria Herbivory Damage Survey is conducted which spans an area from Mississippi to Texas and from the Gulf of Mexico land/water interface to I-10 and I-12.  This involves flying a total of 155 transects (covering 2,354.7 miles), an effort that can take two (2) or more weeks and often requires last minute schedule changes because of weather. The transects are spaced approximately 1.8 miles apart, starting at the swamp-marsh interface and continuing south to the beginning of the salt marsh.  Depending upon visibility and vegetative conditions, an altitude of 200-300 feet is considered optimum.  At this altitude, vegetative damage is identifiable and allows for a survey transect width of about 1/4 mile on each side of the helicopter.  Flight speed is approximately 80 mph.  Polygons of the damage sites are drawn in real time and an experienced pilot is needed to navigate the sharp turns required to get accurate data. Frequent landings on water or on flotant marsh are necessary to record vegetation data. All the below criteria must be met by any prospective bidders.
a. Daily flight time may vary from two (2) to eight (8) hours.
b. Approximately one hundred twenty (120) total flight time hours estimated for this program. 
c. Successful vendor must have fuel availability in remote areas of work to reduce dead-head time for refueling.  
d. Fuel must be available at or near the following locations, including but not limited to: Cameron, Pecan Island, New Iberia, Patterson, Houma, New Orleans, Venice and Slidell. This requirement benefits the LDWF by reducing flight time for refueling.
e. The flights will originate from the Acadiana Regional Airport (New Iberia Parish), Lafayette area (Lafayette Parish), the Houma Airport (Terrebonne Parish), New Orleans area (Orleans Parish), and the Abbeville Municipal Airport (Vermilion Parish).  
f. If an overnight stay at a remote department facility (Atchafalaya Delta WMA, St. Mary Parish, or Pass a Loutre WMA, Plaquemines Parish) is required, the subsequent flight will originate from that facility.

3. COASTWIDE ALLIGATOR NEST SURVEY The Coastwide Alligator Nest survey flights are to document the number of alligators nests located along transect lines to be determined by the project biologist on an annual basis. These flights involve low level flying, an altitude of 200-300 feet is considered optimum, along a total of 155 transects covering approximately 2,400 miles in coastal Louisiana. These transect lines cover the entire Louisiana coast from Texas to Mississippi. These transect lines begin in swamp habitat and continue on through to the salt marsh. Flights may begin during the months of June or July.
a. Daily flight time may vary from two (2) to eight (8) hours.
b. Approximately one hundred (100) total flight time hours estimated for this program. 
c. Successful vendor must have a fuel truck or fuel remote tank capability in remote areas of work to reduce dead-head time for refueling. Fuel must be available at or near the following locations, including but not limited to: Cameron, Pecan Island, South Vinton Area, New Iberia, Patterson, Houma, New Orleans, Venice and Slidell.  This requirement benefits the LDWF by reducing flight time for refueling.
d. Approximately one third of the flights will originate at Rockefeller Refuge, Grand Chenier, and Cameron Parish.  The other flights will originate from the Abbeville Airport (Vermilion Parish), the Acadiana Regional Airport (New Iberia, Iberia Parish), the Houma Airport (Terrebonne Parish), or from a remote Department facility, such as Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge (Iberia Parish), or Pass a Loutre WMA (Plaquemines Parish).   
e. If an overnight stay at a remote department facility is required, the subsequent flight will originate from that facility/location.

4.	ALLIGATOR NEST MARKING Alligator nest marking flights are conducted in wetland habitat along coastal Louisiana to locate and mark alligator nests. These surveys may take place on Rockefeller Refuge, Marsh Island Refuge, or potentially on any other Coastal Refuge or Wildlife Management Area. These nests are to be marked with PVC pipes and be identified by GPS coordinates. Flights may begin during the months of June or July.
a. Daily flight time may vary from two (2) to eight (8) hours.
b. Approximately forty (40) total flight time hours estimated for this program.  
c. Successful vendor must have a fuel truck or remote tank capability in remote areas of work to reduce dead-head time for refueling.  
d. Fuel must be available at the following locations including but not limited to:  Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge (Cameron Parish), Salvador WMA (St. Charles Parish), Cypremort Point (Iberia Parish).  This requirement benefits the LDWF by reducing flight time for refueling. 
e. Approximately sixty (60) percent of the flights will originate at Rockefeller Refuge, Grand Chenier, and Cameron Parish. The other flights will originate from the Acadiana Regional Airport (New Iberia, Iberia Parish), Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge (Iberia Parish), or from another designated pick up point.  
f. If an overnight stay at a remote department facility is required, the subsequent flight will originate from that facility/location. 

5.	ASSESSMENT These flights will be performed, on an as needed basis, for the following 	reasons:
a. Management assessment surveys related to:
i. Restoration projects
ii. Management operations (prescribed burning, construction, & herbicide application results)
iii. Observations of habitat conditions
b. Damage assessments - The contractor shall fly biologists to areas of the State that have been impacted by tropical events to assess damages and habitat impact. The contractor will be required to land at WMA headquarters grounds and fly just a few feet over the marsh to allow for the identification and counting of impacted wildlife.
These assessments will require low altitude flying in order to assess project progress or damage to buildings, infrastructure, water control structures, and levees on WMAs, as well as region wide habitat impacts. 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:

Insurance Requirements:
A Certificate of Insurance meeting all of the requirements, listed in the Insurance Requirements section of Attachment A – Special Terms & Conditions, shall be provided upon request to the Office of State Procurement and is required prior to award.

Data Sheet:
Bids must be accompanied by data sheet found in Attachment C - Data Sheet.  One data sheet is required per helicopter type. The data sheets must be fully completed by the bidder in order to be considered for award. The data sheets will become part of the resulting contract with the successful bidder(s).

Price Sheet:
Unit costs for the rentals listed on Attachment E - Price Sheet must be provided by the Contractor and be inclusive of all costs associated with the rental of that helicopter. No additional charges will be allowed after award.
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