
§753. Louisiana State Board of Dentistry; appointment of members; term of office; vacancies; nominating 
meetings; quorum; domicile 

 
A. There is created within the Department of Health and Hospitals the Louisiana State Board of Dentistry 

which shall carry out the purposes and enforce the provisions of this Chapter, subject to the provisions of 
R.S. 36:803. 

 
B. The board shall be composed of such qualified and licensed dentists as provided in Subsection C and one 

qualified and licensed dental hygienist. 
 
C. Each member of the board shall be appointed by the governor as follows: 
 

(1) (a) One dentist shall be appointed from each board district, except that two dentists shall be 
appointed from District Five and designated as representatives "A" and "B".  Should the terms 
of representatives "A" and "B" expire on the same date, the term of either board member who 
has served for the least amount of time shall be extended for two years.  Each such 
appointment from an electoral district shall be made from a list of three names of nominees 
for the respective district submitted to the governor by the board.  The district nominees shall 
be selected from the roster of licensed dentists in the districts at a nominating meeting 
convened in accordance with the provisions of Subsection F of this Section.  The voting 
domicile of each nominee for appointment and not his office address shall determine his 
district for purposes of holding office in accordance with the provisions of this Paragraph.  
The nominating meeting shall be held at least ninety days prior to the vacancy occurring by 
reason of an expiring term or within thirty days after a vacancy occurring by reasons of death, 
resignation, or for any other reason. 

 
 (b) Louisiana shall be divided into nine board districts, as follows: 
 

(i) District One shall be composed of the parishes of Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, 
Lafayette, St. Landry, and St. Martin, that portion of St. Mary Parish west of the 
Calumet Cut Canal, and Vermilion Parish. 

 
(ii) District Two shall be composed of the parishes of Assumption and Lafourche, 

that portion of St. Mary Parish east of the Calumet Cut Canal, and Terrebonne 
Parish. 

 
(iii) District Three shall be composed of that portion of Allen Parish north of latitude 

30 deg. 45 min., and the parishes of Avoyelles, Catahoula, Concordia, and Grant, 
that portion of LaSalle Parish south of latitude 31 deg. 53 min., and the Parishes 
of Natchitoches, Rapides, Sabine, Vernon, and Winn. 

 
(iv) District Four shall be composed of the parishes of Caldwell, East Carroll, 

Franklin, and Jackson, that portion of LaSalle Parish north of latitude 31 deg. 53 
min., and the parishes of Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, Richland, 
Tensas, Union, and West Carroll. 

 
(v) District Five shall be composed of the parishes of Jefferson, Orleans, 

Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, St. John the Baptist, and that 
portion of St. Tammany Parish east of Bayou Lacombe. 

 
(vi) District Six shall be composed of that portion of St. Tammany Parish west of 

Bayou Lacombe, and the parish of Tangipahoa and Washington. 
 
(vii) District Seven shall be composed of the parishes of Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, 

Claiborne, DeSoto, Red River, and Webster. 
 



(viii) District Eight shall be composed of the parishes of Ascension, East Baton Rouge, 
East Feliciana, Iberville, Livingston, Pointe Coupee, St. Helena, West Baton 
Rouge, and West Feliciana. 

 
(ix) District Nine shall be composed of that portion of Allen Parish south of latitude 

30 deg. 45 min., and the parishes of Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, and 
Jefferson Davis. 

 
(c) District representatives shall be appointed for terms beginning on January first of the 

following years: 
 

(i) The representatives from Districts 1 and 6:   1993. 
 
(ii) The representatives from Districts 3 and 4:   1994. 
 
(iii) The representatives from District 8:  1995. 
 
(iv) The representatives from Districts 2, 5 (A and B), and 7: 1996. 
 
(v) The representatives from District 9:  1993. 
 
 

(2) Three dentists shall be appointed from the state at large. 
 

(a) One seat shall be designated as "At-Large Seat A" and shall be appointed from the state at 
large from a list of three licensed black dentists certified by the board secretary to the 
governor.  The board secretary shall obtain a list of three nominees for the "At-Large Seat A" 
position by ballot sent by United States mail to all licensed black dentists in the state at their 
last known mailing address as indicated in the board files.  Each licensed black dentist may 
nominate any three licensed black dentists by completing the ballot with the full name, 
residence, address, city, and home telephone number of the three nominees and mailing the 
ballot to the board offices.  The submission of such information on the ballot shall serve as 
confirmation that the voter has discussed the nomination with the nominees and they have 
agreed to serve if nominated and appointed by the governor.  The ballot shall be mailed by the 
board secretary at least ninety days prior to any vacancy occurring by reason of an expiring 
term or within thirty days after a vacancy occurring by reason of death, resignation, or for any 
other reason.  After the board secretary has tabulated all ballots received at the board offices, 
the names of the three nominees receiving the greatest number of votes shall be certified by 
the secretary and sent to the governor. 

 
(b) Two seats shall be designated as "At-Large Seats B and C" and shall be appointed from a 

roster of all licensed dentists in the state.  A vacancy occurring in either "At-Large Seat B" or 
"At-Large Seat C" shall be filled by the governor without the necessity of a nomination or 
other requirement, except that the appointee shall be licensed and domiciled in the state. 

 
(3) The hygienist shall be appointed from the state at large, from a list of three nominees certified by 

the board secretary and sent to the governor.  The board secretary shall obtain a list of three 
nominees for the at-large dental hygienist position by ballot sent by United States Mail to all 
licensed dental hygienists in the state at their last known mailing address as indicated in the board 
files.  Each licensed dental hygienist may nominate any three licensed dental hygienists by 
completing the ballot with the full name, residence address, city and home telephone number of 
the three nominees, and mailing same to the board offices.  The submission of such information on 
the ballot shall serve as confirmation that the voter has discussed the nomination with the 
nominees and they have agreed to serve if  nominated and appointed by the governor.  The ballot 
shall be mailed out by the board secretary at least ninety days prior to any vacancy occurring by 
reason of an expiring term or within thirty days after a vacancy occurring by reason of death, 



resignation, or for any other reason.  After the board secretary has tabulated all ballots received at 
the board offices, the names of the three nominees receiving the largest number of votes shall be 
certified by the secretary and sent to the governor. 

 
(4) In the event the governor declares a state of emergency, all nominating procedures may be delayed 

for a period of not longer than one hundred eighty days from the date the emergency was first 
declared by the governor. 

D. Each appointment by the governor shall be submitted to the Senate for confirmation. 

 
E. (1) Each person appointed to the board shall serve a term of five years.  Any board member serving 

on August 15, 1993, shall thereafter be appointed for no more than two consecutive five-year 
terms.  On or after August 15, 1993, no person shall be appointed to serve more than two 
consecutive five-year terms. 

 
(2) The effective date of appointment or reappointment of a member shall coincide with the expiration 

date of the previous term. 
 
(3) Each member shall serve until his successor has been appointed. 
 
(4) A vacancy occurring on the board for any reason shall be filled in the same manner as the original 

appointment was made.  However, members appointed to fill vacancies shall only serve for the 
unexpired term of their predecessors. 

 
F. (1) The board shall have the authority to regulate nominating meetings, including prescribing the 

place, date, and time of the meetings, the methods of nomination, and the manner of voting. 
 

(2) The board secretary shall notify each licensee by United States Mail at his last known place of 
business or residence address as indicated in the board files, at least ten days prior to a nominating 
meeting. 

 
(3) The board secretary or employee designated by the president shall require that each licensee in 

attendance vote only for those persons duly nominated.  Cumulative or proxy voting shall not be 
permitted.  Each licensee must vote for three nominees in order for his ballot to be valid, and any 
ballot indicating votes for more or less than three nominees shall be null and void.  The names of 
the three persons receiving the greatest number of votes shall be certified by the secretary and sent 
to the governor. 

 
(4) The voting domicile of each licensee and not his office address shall determine eligibility for 

voting under this Subsection. 
 
G. No full-time member of the faculty or teaching staff of any university or college having a dental or dental 

hygiene department in this state, shall be appointed to the board.  No dentist or dental hygienist may own 
stock in or operate a dental supply business or commercial laboratory prior to being appointed to the 
board or while serving on the board.  A part-time member of the faculty or teaching staff of any 
university or college having a dental or dental hygiene department in this state may be appointed to the 
board as long as the time spent providing instruction at the dental college is no more than eight hours per 
week. 

 
H. A majority of the members of the board shall constitute a quorum for all purposes including but not 

limited to the transaction of business, the holding of meetings, administration of examinations, granting 
of licenses and permits, and the rulemaking functions of the board. 

 
I. The domicile of the Louisiana State Board of Dentistry shall be the City of New Orleans. 
 



J. Each member of the board shall be actively engaged in the practice of dentistry or the practice of dental 
hygiene at the time of appointment. 

 


