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CHAPTER 31. EAST CAMERON PORT COMMISSION
§2501. Creation of district
The East Cameron Port, Harbor and Terminal District, hereinafter referred to as "the
district," is hereby created as a political subdivision of the state with full corporate powers. The
territorial limits and territorial jurisdiction of said district shall be composed of all of the area

comprising Wards One and Two in the parish of Cameron, Louisiana.
Added by Acts 1968, No. 395, §1.

1. a4 i 1 % PR 1 n i/ m™Tr [alh | fata % BB N oA NaVia Yol B



RS 34:2502 Page 1 of 1

§2502. Governing authority

A. The East Cameron Port Commission, hereinafter referred to as the commission, is
hereby created and established as the governing authority of the district. It shall be composed of
five commissioners, who shall be appointed as follows:

(1) Four of the commissioners shall be appointed by the governing authority of the
parish of Cameron. Two of the members shall be qualified voters and taxpayers residing in
Ward One of the parish and two of the members shall be qualified voters and taxpayers residing
in Ward Two.

(2) The remaining commissioner, who shall be a qualified voter and taxpayer residing
within either Ward One or Ward Two of the parish, shall be appointed by the other members of
the commission.

B. The commissioner initially appointed by the other members of the commission shall
be appointed to serve for a term of two years. One of the commissioners initially appointed
from each of the wards shall each be appointed to serve for a term of four years. The remaining
commissioners shall be initially appointed to serve for terms of six years each. Thereafter, the
successors of all of the commissioners shall be appointed to serve for terms of six years.

C. In the event any commissioner ceases to be a commissioner for any reason, his
successor shall be appointed by the remainder of the members and shall serve for the remainder
of the unexpired term of the outgoing commissioner.

D. The commission shall fix the per diem of its members; however, the per diem of each
member shall not exceed twenty dollars per day during the time such member is in actual
attendance upon the board. Such per diem shall be payable for a maximum of two days per
month. The commission may authorize a reasonable travel allowance for the commissioners in
the performance of their official duties.

E. The commission shall elect from among the commissioners a president, a vice
president, a secretary, and a treasurer, whose respective duties shall be prescribed by the
commission. At the option of the commission, the offices of secretary and treasurer may be held
by the same person.

F. The commission shall meet in regular session semiannually, and shall also meet in
special and emergency sessions at the call of the president of the commission, or on the written
request of three or more commissioners. The commission shall prescribe rules to govern its
meetings and shall fix the place at which meetings shall be held. A majority of the
commissioners shall constitute a quorum and all action or resolutions of the commission, to be
valid, must be approved by the affirmative vote of not less than a majority of the entire

membership of the commission.
Acts 1968, No. 395, §1; Acts 1990, No. 232, §1; Acts 1991, No. 474, §1.

httsmr I rvsmenyr lamia atnta Ta svnllnnlanee i aneaDAAr—0N110 L/10NN1A



RS 34:2503 Page 1 of 2

§2503. Powers of the commission

A. The commission shall regulate the commerce and traffic within the district in such
manner as may, in its judgment, be for the best interest of the state. Title to all property and
improvements thereon operated by the commission shall vest in the State of Louisiana.

B. The commission is hereby vested with authority to:

(1) Employ such officers, agents and employees as it deems necessary for the
performance of its powers and duties and to prescribe the powers and duties and fix the
compensation of such officers, agents and employees.

(2) Contract, upon such terms as it may agree upon, for legal, financial, engineering and
other professional services necessary or expedient in the conduct of its affairs.

(3) Utilize the services of the other executive departments of the state upon mutually
agreeable terms and conditions.

"(4) Own, construct, acquire, operate and maintain docks, wharves, landings, elevators,
sheds, warehouses, basins, locks, slips, laterals, canals and all other property, structures,
equipment, facilities and works of public improvement necessary or useful for port, harbor
and/or terminal purposes.

(5) Maintain proper depths of water at all wharves and landings, and dredge and
maintain shipways, channels, slips, basins and turning basins.

(6) Establish harbor lines within the port area by agreement with the Corps of Engineers
of the United States.

(7) Construct, own, operate and maintain terminal rail facilities and other common
carrier rail facilities for the purpose of rendering rail transportation to and from the facilities to
be erected, owned and operated by the commission in both intrastate and interstate commerce.

(8) Acquire, by expropriation and in accordance with the expropriation laws of the state,
any properties necessary for the benefit and advantage of regulating commerce and traffic within
its jurisdictions and the district; provided, however, that it shall not have the right to expropriate
minerals or mineral rights, and the powers of expropriation of the commission shall not apply or
extend to any existing publicly or privately owned wharf, dock, warehouse, elevator or other
facility or industrial structure constructed on or adjacent to any navigable waterway, natural or
man made, or to the replacement, improvement and operation thereof by the owners, lessees,
permittees or the successors and assigns thereof. Should the properties expropriated under the
authority herein conferred cease to be used for the purposes for which they were expropriated,
such properties shall revert to the original land owner or his heirs or assigns, provided such land
owner or his heirs or assigns shall reimburse said district or commission, or its successor, in the
full amount originally paid by the district or commission for such land.

(9) Acquire by purchase, lease or otherwise, industrial plant sites and necessary property
or appurtenances therefor, and to acquire or construct industrial plant buildings, with necessary
machinery and equipment, within such district.

(10) Receive, by gift, grant, donation or otherwise, any sum of money, aid or assistance
from the United States, the State of Louisiana, or any political subdivision thereof.

(11) Provide such light, water, police protection and other services for its facilities as it
deems advisable.

(12) Establish and charge reasonable fees, rates, tariffs or other charges for the use of all
facilities administered by it and for all services rendered by it.

(13) Charge a reasonable fee to each vessel arriving in the port area in ballast or carrying
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cargo of any kind.

(14) Charge for each copy of any certificate issued by it or by any of its officers or
employees for inspecting hatches, surveying cargo, or for making other surveys or inspections of
vessels in the district, but it shall furnish, without charge, to the master of each such vessel one
copy of all surveys upon his vessel or cargo.

(15) Make and enter into contracts, leases and other agreements with railroads, trucking
companies, barge lines and with any and all companies interested in the transportation, storage
and shipping of goods and other products, whether by rail, truck line, barge line, ocean going
vessels or otherwise, for the use of facilities administered by the commission or any part or
portion thereof, for a period not exceeding forty years; provided, however, that no exclusive
franchise shall be granted to any carrier. The commission may lease or sublease for processing,
manufacturing or commercial business purposes any lands or buildings owned, acquired or
leased as lessee by it, which lease may run for any term not exceeding forty years, at a fixed
rental, provided that any such lease may run for a term not exceeding ninety-nine years if it
contains a clause or clauses for readjustment of the rentals upon the expiration of a primary term
of forty years.

(16) Do any and all things necessary or proper for the government, regulation,
development and control of the business of the district.

(17) Enter into an agreement with the United States, with the approval of the governor
and/or the attorney general, to provide that the construction, maintenance and operation of jetties
in the Gulf of Mexico by said district shall not affect the location of shoreline, coastline or
boundaries of the State of Louisiana.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 395, §1. Amended by Acts 1970, No. 64, §1.
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§2504. Levy of taxes
For any of the purposes within the authority delegated to the district and/or the

commission, the commission is hereby authorized to levy annually an ad valorem tax not to

exceed three mills on the dollar on the property subject to state taxation situated in the district,

when authorized by a vote of a majority in number and amount of the property taxpayers

qualified to vote under the constitution and laws of this state, who vote at an election held for

that purpose. Such election shall be called under the conditions and be conducted in the manner

prescribed by the provisions of Subpart A of Part III of Chapter 4 of Subtitle II of Title 39.
Added by Acts 1968, No. 395, §1.
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§2505. Bonds

A. For any of the purposes of the district, the commission is authorized with the approval
of the State Bond and Tax Board to incur debt and issue negotiable bonds of the district to be
secured and payable from taxes to be levied on all taxable property in the district without
limitation as to rate or amount, when authorized by a vote of the majority in number and amount
of the property taxpayers of the district qualified to vote under the constitution and laws of this
state who vote at an election held for that purpose. All such elections and all proceedings for the
issuance and sale of bonds shall be called, held and conducted in accordance with the laws
authorizing and governing elections and authorizing the issuance of bonds for such purposes by
other political subdivisions which are authorized to incur debt and issue bonds of like character
under Article XIV of the Constitution of Louisiana. The provisions of such laws shall govern
and control all elections held hereunder and insofar as the same may be applicable thereto the
commission shall levy annually on all property situated within the district subject to taxation any
additional special taxes that may be necessary to provide for the payment of principal and
interest on the bonds authorized to be issued under this Part. These special taxes shall be levied,
assessed and collected on the property within the district under the same methods, terms and
conditions and at the same time as state and parish taxes are levied, assessed and collected; these
taxes shall be secured by the same liens upon the property subject to taxation within the district
as taxes for state and parish purposes; the property subject to any taxes within said district shall
be sold for failure to pay the same in the same manner as property is sold for delinquent state,
parish and other taxes under the laws of the state. The provisions of the constitution and all laws
regulating the collection of taxes, the creating of tax liens and mortgages, tax penalties and tax
sales shall also apply to the collection of all taxes authorized by this part. The general obligation
bonds authorized herein shall be issued by the commission with such dates, forms, terms, series,
interest rates, maturities, denominations, redemption and registration as the commission may
determine in compliance with the provisions of Article XIV, Section 31 of the Constitution of
the State of Louisiana for the year 1921 as amended, and the commission shall have complete
authority to incur debt and issue bonds of each type and in every manner provided by the said
constitutional provision.

The amount of such bonds outstanding at any one time shall never exceed fifteen million
dollars. All bonds issued under the provisions of this chapter shall be exempt from taxation.

They shall be acceptable as security for any deposit of public funds.

B. No such bonds shall run for a longer period than forty years from the date thereof, or
bear a greater rate of interest than six per centum per annum, payable annually or semiannually,
or be sold for less than par. Such bonds shall become due and payable in annual installments
beginning not more than three years after the date of issuance.

Should the commission neglect or fail for any reason to impose or collect the taxes for the
payment of the principal and interest of any such bonds, any person in interest shall have a cause
of action, enforceable in any court having jurisdiction of the subject matter, to enforce the
imposition and collection of such taxes.

In addition to the pledge of revenues derived from taxes, the commission may pledge for
the payment of the principal and interest of such bonds the revenues derived from the operation
of properties and facilities maintained and operated by it or received by the commission from
other sources. The commission is authorized to pledge for the further securing of the payment
of the principal of and interest on such bonds, all or any part of any moneys received by the
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commission from the United States, the State of Louisiana, or any political subdivision
thereof, by gift, grant, donation or otherwise, unless otherwise provided by the terms of such
gift, grant or donation. In addition to the pledge of revenues to secure said bonds, above stated,
the commission may further secure their payment by conventional mortgage upon any or all of
the properties constructed or acquired or to be constructed and acquired by it.

Such bonds shall constitute a general obligation of the district for which the full faith and
credit of the district shall be pledged.

C. Such bonds shall be authorized by a resolution of the commission and shall be of such
series, bear such date or dates, be in such denominations, be in such form, either coupon or fully
registered without coupons, carry such registration and exchangeability privilege, be payable in
such medium of payment and at such place or places and be subject to such terms of redemption
at par as such resolution may provide. The bonds shall be signed by such officers as the
commission shall determine, and coupon bonds shall have attached thereto. interest coupons
bearing the facsimile signatures of the officer or officers of the district it designates. Any such
bonds may be issued and delivered, notwithstanding that one or more of the officers signing
such bonds or the officer or officers, whose facsimile signature or signatures may be upon the
coupons, shall have ceased to be such officer or officers at the time the bonds shall actually have
been delivered.

D. All bonds issued under authority of this Chapter shall be sold to the highest bidder at
a public sale after advertisement by the district at least once a week for not less than three
consecutive weeks, the first publication being not less than twenty-one days prior to the date
fixed for the reception of bids, in a newspaper of general circulation within the district and in a
financial newspaper or journal published in New Orleans, New York or Chicago, reserving to
the district the right to reject any and all bids and to readvertise for bids. If the bonds are not
sold pursuant to the advertisement, they may be sold by the commission by private sale, within
sixty days after the date advertised for the reception of sealed bids, but no private sale shall be
made at a price less than the highest bid which shall have been received. If not sold, the bonds
shall be readvertised in the manner herein prescribed.

E. For a period of sixty days from the date of promulgation of the adoption of any
resolution authorizing the issuance of its bonds or notes, any person in interest shall have the
right to contest the legality of such resolution and the validity of such bonds or notes issued or
proposed to be issued thereunder, after which time no person shall have any cause or right of
action to contest the regularity, formality or legality of said resolution or to draw and question
the legality of said bonds or notes or the debts represented thereby for any cause whatever, and it
shall be conclusively presumed that every legal requirement has been complied with, and no
court shall have authority to inquire into such matters after the lapse of said sixty days.

Such bonds shall have all the qualities of negotiable instruments under the law merchant
and the Negotiable Instrument Law of this state.

F. The prohibition contained in R.S. 43:111 against advertising in any newspaper, book,
pamphlet or periodical, shall not apply to the East Cameron Port Commission in carrying out its
functions and duties hereunder.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 395, §1. Amended by Acts 1968, Ex.Sess., No. 32, §1.
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§2506. Limitation on charges

Anything in this Chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, the commission shall not
assess, levy, or charge any fee, rate, tariff or other charge on any person, vessel, watercraft or
cargo on account of passage through the district unless such person, vessel, watercraft or cargo
makes use of the facilities or services of the commission. The commission shall not by any rule,
regulation or other act require the use of the facilities or services of the commission.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 395, §2.
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