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DOMICILE and *MAILING ADDRESS: 102 Burnside Drive, Tallulah, LA 71282 (Ph 318/574-2206)

AREA OF JURISDICTION:  Parishes of East Carroll, Madison, Tensas, and Concordia.

FLOOD CONTROL SYSTEM:  A total of 355 miles of levees, which includes 212.8 miles of west bank Mississippi River Levee located between the Arkansas-Louisiana state line and the Old River Lock, 198.7 miles of which are in the Vicksburg District and 15.1 miles in the New Orleans District.  Additionally, 48.1 miles of front line, back line, and spur levees and 93.1 miles of the Red River Backwater Levee in Concordia Parish.  Minor drainage structure in backwater system maintained.  Major locks, floodgates, and pumping plants are maintained and operated by Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg and New Orleans Districts.

COMPOSTION OF BOARD:  Two qualified commissioners appointed by the Governor of the State of Louisiana from each parish of jurisdiction.

POWERS AND DUTIES:  Responsible for the provision of an adequate flood control system of levees and appurtenant structures, and the ordinary maintenance and repair as well as policing to insure the integrity of the flood protection system.

COOPERATING AGENCIES:  All engineering and consulting services are furnished by the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LA DOTD) for the determination of needs for repairs and improvements or additions to the flood control works, and review of permit applications requiring installation or construction near the Levee system, LA DOTD serves as liaison agent between the Levee Board and State.  Levee Board has responsibility of acquiring and making available all rights-of-way free of encumbrances for the accomplishment of major repairs, improvements, and additions to the flood protection system which are planned and constructed by the Corps of Engineers, US Army, Vicksburg and New Orleans Districts.
GENERAL RULES:  Rules in effect relative to permits, use of levee surfaces, excavations, structures, etc., are as follows:


Levee Surfaces: Cultivation of levee and berm surfaces is forbidden.




Pasture/Hay Permits or Levee-Use Permits:



A permit must be obtained prior to the move of any equipment or heavy or oversized loads across Fifth Louisiana Levee District ramps or levee roads.  Permits may be obtained by contacting the Fifth Louisiana Levee District office.* (pg 2)



Landowners requesting permits for use of levee surfaces for pasturage and incidental operations should contact the Fifth Louisiana Levee District office.* (pg3)


Installations On/Across/Near Levees require a $25.00 Permit Application Fee, or $100.00 Permit Application Fee if requested After-the-Fact. (Pages 4-6)

Fifth Louisiana Levee District Operational Rules/General Rules con’t
Levee-Use Permits:
Hauling On/Commercial Use of Levee Roadways:

1.
Prior to commencing heavy hauling operations, equipment move, or commercial use of any levee roadway, the operator shall obtain a Levee-Use Permit from the Fifth Louisiana Levee District by posting bond or surety in the form of cash, certified check, or guarantee by insurance carrier, said bond to be an amount equal to not less that $1,000.00 for each Levee ramp to be used and $1,000.00 per mile for each Levee mile to be traversed.  Based on circumstances or prior experience, the Fifth Louisiana Levee District Levee Superintendent may, at his discretion, increase the required amount of bond to be posted.
If Levee-Use Permit secured does not specify an exact date for the move or hauling operation, permit holders are required to notify the Levee District office at least three days in advance and again immediately upon completion of any move or hauling operation in order to insure inspection of the area before and after use.

Failure to obtain permit and/or post bond prior to any moving operation or commercial use of the Levee road shall submit the offender to $100.00 After-the-Fact Permit Fee.  All operations not covered by Levee Use Bond shall seize immediately upon notification by Fifth Louisiana Levee District personnel and may not resume until a Levee-use Permit is obtained by posting proper bond.

Bonds posted will be returned upon request at the completion of the haul or moving operation once the Levee road and ramps have been inspected for damage.  Costs for repairs or reconstruction of any levee damage, sufficient to return the levee ramp or road to, or better than, condition prior to the haul, will be deducted form the bond posted.

2.
Levee District and secure a Levee-Use Permit which only requires prior and subsequent notice of each hauling or moving operation.

3.
Operation of vehicles or ATVs on levee slopes and berms, except at access ramps is strictly forbidden.

Fifth Louisiana Levee District Operational Rules/General Rules con’t

Activity Permits:


Sponsors of activities which involve use of any portion of levee or berms must submit in writing at least 30 days prior to the activity, a request for permit to conduct said activity within Fifth Louisiana Levee District right-of-way.


Written request to Levee District shall include:

1.
“Hold harmless” clause stipulating the Fifth Louisiana Levee District and/or Fifth Louisiana Levee Board, both collectively and individually, shall be held harmless for any injury or damages as a result of the activity.


2.
Written permit/permission from property owner(s) where activity is to be held.


3.
Proof of Public Liability Insurance in the amount of $1 million.


Levee Surfaces for Pasturage and Incidental Operations: (Permits must be obtained by written agreement to fence, graze, or cut hay and are subject to the following conditions).
1.
Cultivation of levee and berm surfaces is forbidden.

2. 
Owner shall remove animals from levee and berm surfaces when overgrazing threatens sod cover, or when high water stages result in conditions damaging to the levee surface.

3.  
Installation of cross fences at right angle to the Levee Crown Road, i.e., cross fences, at reasonable intervals and with properly installed cattle guards at levee crown roadway is permissible with properly executed permit.

4.
 Construction of parallel fenced on Levee or Berms, landside or riverside, is forbidden.

5.
Installation of cattle feeders, water troughs, and salt boxes on levee berm surfaces is forbidden.

6.  
Harvesting of hay is permissible provided that all hay bales and broken bales are removed from levee and berm surfaces within ten (10)days of harvest or no later than October 1st, except that hay shall not be removed from Levee or berms at times when Levee is saturated.  Johnson Grass shall not be allowed to reach maturity pr past “boot stage”.  Holders of permits to harvest hay shall mow or harvest hay prior to regular mowing schedule of Levee District maintenance personnel.

7.
Fences on landside of levees, constructed parallel to the levee or berm toe, shall be erected one foot from the Levee District right-of-way line, or a minimum of fifteen(15) feet from the toe of the Levee or berm, whichever is greater, and forty (40) feet of riverside toe of levee or berm, except that fences may be installed approximately fifteen(15) feet riverside of levee or berm toe in reaches of woodlands adjacent to the levee structure.  All fences are to be maintained free of any vegetation, other than Bermuda Grass.  Riverside fences are subject to removal or relocation by the owner where required in the public interest for levee system improvements, and as directed during flood emergencies.
Fifth Louisiana Levee District Operational Rules/General Rules con’t
8.
Installation of gates across crown of levee will be allowed by board approved permit only and permits for gates may be revoked at the Board’s discretion.  Violations will be prosecuted under LA RS 38:225.


Only locked gates will be allowed and under the following guidelines:

A.
Gates and/or locked gates will not be permitted within or between locked gates, except    “Bumper Gates” which may be allowed between locked gates, subject to Items B, E, and F below.

B.
All gates, regardless of construction, are responsibility of the landowner.  Landowner will be responsible for providing gates, chain, lock, gate installation, along with maintenance of the gate and replacement of any locks vandalized.


C.
Wire gaps will not be permitted.

D.
Type of gate construction will be at landowner’s discretion, but, with exception of bumper gates, gate must support chain.

E.
OPTION #1:  Two gates, minimum width of twelve (12) feet each, installed to lock in the         center, with posts set apart a minimum distance of twenty-four (24) feet so as to accommodate the  two twelve-foot gates.

OPTION #2:  Two gates, eight (8) feet each, with posts a minimum of sixteen (16) feet apart and overall height of gates and posts shall not exceed 48 inches from Levee Crown.
F.
Landowner’s lock and Levee Board lock will be interlocked so as to form links of the security chain.

G.
Levee Board must be notified of gate installation so that Levee Board lock may be inserted into chain.
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Installations on/across/near Levees

Any installation of utility lines or cables, pipelines, roadways or other structures on or within 1500 feet of levees and appurtenant structures are subject to prior approval through formal letter of request and support drawings, along with a $25.00 Permit Application Fee ($100.00 if request for permit is After-the-Fact) submitted to:

Board of Commissioners


Fifth Louisiana Levee District

102 Burnside Drive


Tallulah, LA  71282


(With a copy of request (less fee) submitted to the following (appropriate Corp of Engineers District only) :


Larry Raybor n OD-MP


Vicksburg District, USACE

4155 Clay Street

Vicksburg, MS 39180-3435

Paul Colquette 
Water Resource Design Engineer

Louisiana DOTD – District 05

PO Box 4068

Monroe, LA  71211-4068

LA DOTD

Public Works, Hurricane Flood Protection & Intermodal Transportation

Director of Engineering & Technical Support

PO Box 94245

Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9245

Note:  If location is in Concordia Parish, Black Hawk to Old River, submit application to:

Permits Division

New Orleans District, USACE

PO Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

Fifth Louisiana Levee District Operational Rules/General Rules con’t
Installations on/across/near Levees
Note:
**25.00 Permit Application Fee ($100.00 if request is After-the-Fact) must be submitted with request for the following activities.

**Installations of operations covered under “General Rules” shall not be initiated prior to receipt by the applicant of the approved permit and, if permit requires, the posting by applicant of a $10,000.00 construction bond.

**Permits are granted subject to the provision that any installation on or across a levee shall be removed or relocated by and at the owner’s expense when such removal or relocation is required in the public interest, and shall be removed at owners expense upon abandonment.

Power and Telephone Lines:
1.
Poles or towers landside of the Levee shall be installed one foot from the Levee District right-of-way line, or a minimum of fifteen (15) feet from the toe of the Levee or berm, whichever is greater, and one foot from the Levee District right-of-way line. Or a minimum of forty (40) feet from riverside toe along mainline levees and thirty (30) feet from riverside toe along backwater levees.  Greater clearance may be required in reaches of proposed levee improvements.

2.
Vertical clearance shall be not less than twenty (20) feet over levee crown plus any additional height dictated by the power line capacity.

Pipeline and Cable Crossings:
1.
Pipelines and cable crossings of levees and berms shall be installed in accordance with the requirements given on drawing File No. M-2159-1 entitled “Typical Pipeline Levee Crossing,” dated November, 1967, prepared by the Louisiana Department of Public Works with the exception that all slopes parallel to the Levee crown be constructed with 1V-on20 H drop ratio.

2.
Crossings shall not be installed closer than one hundred (100) feet of a cattle guard at levee crown roadway.

3.
Identifying signs for pipeline and cable crossings landside of the Levee shall be installed one foot from the Levee District right-of-way line, or a minimum of fifteen (15) feet from the toe of the Levee or berm, whichever is greater, and one-foot from the Levee District right-of-way line or forty (40) feet riverward of the riverside toe, and six (6) feet landside of the Backwater Levee toe.
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Installations on/across/near Levees
Miscellaneous Structures:

1.
Installations of overhead flumes, conveyors, or pipelines shall provide minimum vertical clearances of twenty (20) feet, or the alternate of providing down and up landside ramps in cases where the minimum clearance cannot be provided, Supports for such overhead installations shall be constructed to an approved plan which will minimize interference with maintenance operations on the levee surfaces and berms.

2.
Installations of foundations for buildings and other structures landside of the Levee shall be installed one foot from the Levee District right-of-way line, or a minimum of six feet from the toe of the Levee or berm, whichever is greater, and one foot from the Levee District right-of-way line or forty (40) feet riverward of the riverside toe.  Floor levels or basements constructed below ground level adjacent to the landside and riverside restricted spaces shall be of an approved design which will guard against under-seepage and jeopardy to the flood protection levee.

Roadway Crossings:

1.
Roadway crossings of levees shall be constructed n accordance with the minimum requirements shown on drawing File No. M-720-2, dated November 13, 1967, prepared by the Louisiana Dept. of Public Works, with the exception that all slopes parallel to the Levee crown be constructed with 1V-on-20 H drop ratio.

2.
Construction plans for all roadway crossings or ramps shall include limestone or asphalt cover.

Seismic of Geophysical Operations:

1.
No shots shall be made within 250 feet of either the landside or riverside levee and berm toe.

2.
Not more than five (5) pounds of explosive shall be used between 250 and 500 feet of the levee toe, and not more than ten (10) pounds of explosive shall be used between 500 and 1,000 feet of the levee toe.

3.
All shot holes drilled within 1,000 feet of the levee toe shall be backfilled with heavy mud after shooting by the company doing the work.

4.
During periods of high water, bankfull stage and/or when water is against riverside levee toe, seismic operations shall be discontinued or such operations restricted to a distance of two (2) miles from the landside levee toe.
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Canals and Excavations:

1.
Landside:

No material shall be removed within 100 feet of the landside toe, from that point, excavations shall not be deeper than a 1 –on-2 slope for a depth of three (3) feet below ground level and thence landward on a slope of 1 –on-100.  (Slope of 1 –on-100 variable based on soil types at excavation site.)

2.
Riverside:

No excavation within forty (40) feet of the levee toe and from that point not deeper than a 1 –on-2 slope line for a depth of three (3) feet below ground level and thence on a 1 –on-25 slope riverward.

3.
Roadway ditches or seepage drains along roadways at landside toe of depths of 1 to 2 ½ feet are permissible.  Piers or concrete foundations of acceptable design and properly backfilled below ground level are permissible within the landside and riverside restricted areas with prior approval from U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development.

Oil or Water Well Drilling: 
(*NOTE: Act 49,2003 Legislature, requires Dept of Natural Resources, Office of Conservation, to administer ground water resources.  Mail direct to State of Louisiana, DNR.)*

1.        Oil or water wells shall not be drilled closer than 250 feet landside or riverside of the levee toe.  Stability and seepage berms are considered a part of a levee and the 250 feet shall be measured from the toe of such berms.

2.
Directional drilling to points closer to the levee toe or under the levee requires operations to first drill vertically to a minimum depth of 500 feet below ground surface.

Restrictions in Emergencies:

1.
During high water periods when patrols and emergency operations dictate such action, the Levee District is empowered to restrict access to levees and levee roadways to all except authorized employees and agents.

2.
When conditions of levee surfaces dictate such action, the Levee District is empowered and will order the removal of all animals from pasturage on levee surfaces with reasonable prior notice to owners to effect the removals.

Batture Lands:


Notifications of owners of batture lands required for levee improvements in advance of appropriation is a policy in order to allow the owner to salvage merchantable timber and to review the proposed work for features which will permit future usages of batture areas.
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Encroachments on Levee Surfaces:

1.
The dumping of garbage, depositing of trash and debris, or the abandonment of vehicles and miscellaneous movable equipment and structures on levee and berm surfaces is prohibited.  Violators are subject to fines or imprisonment, or both, under Louisiana Statutes.
2.
Access to Levee road shall be by properly designed and approved ramps only, and travel on all other levee surfaces or berms is strictly prohibited.
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