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REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

LOCATED AT 2817 CANAL STREET

NEW ORLEANS, LA  70119

THURSDAY, JULY 18, 2013 AT 10:00 A.M.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Chairman Salvador Longoria, Commissioner Flozell Daniels, Commissioner Barbara Major, Commissioner Earline Roth and Commissioner Walter Tillery 
COMMISSIONER ABSENT: Commissioner Connie Goodly and Commissioner Sharon Wegner
INVOCATION:
Mike Wingate gave the invocation.  The Pledge of Allegiance followed.
RTA CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT 

None 
RTA GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
JEFFERSON PARISH REPORT
None
EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT REPORT
PUBLIC HEARING AUTHORIZATION – FERRY FARE STRUCTURE 


Deslie Isidore read the resolution into the record


Commissioner Major moved and Commissioner Tillery seconded to approve the Public Hearing Authorization – Ferry Fare Structure.  Resolution No. 13-04 was adopted unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS (UNANIMOUS VOTE REQUIRED TO CONSIDER)
None
AUDIENCE QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

Cathy Calhoun stated that she wanted to thank the Board for considering the operation of the ferry; she said the ferry is not just important to Algiers but is important to the entire City of New Orleans.

Cathy Calhoun stated that the residents of Algiers Point have to use trash cans to save parking places when people use the ferry for special events. 
Cathy Calhoun stated that the Algiers Point community would do whatever necessary to get the ferry back to working its normal hours and they would not mind paying a reasonable fare.


George Hubbell stated that he was a resident of Algiers Point and it was a wonderful place and an important part of New Orleans.

George Hubbell stated that the Historical Society placed the ferries on the 9 most endangered historic spots.


George Hubbell stated that all of Algiers deserved the ferries and the ferries were very efficient to get from the eastbank to the westbank and westbank to the eastbank and he said every visitor to New Orleans should take the ferry.


George Hubbell stated that the State and the City were doing a lot of work getting people back to the City but they were not doing anything to keep the people in the City.  

Fay Faron, Friends of the Ferry, stated that she knows Veolia needs to make a profit if they decide to run the ferries and if Veolia should run the ferries, the ferries should run until midnight.

Fay Faron stated that there was talk of a $2.00 fare and that $2.00 fare should only be that price during special events but the regular fare should be $1 - $1.25 so everyone that currently used the ferry would continue to do so.
Fay Faron stated that the ferry should run every 15 minutes and without the midnight ferry, the small businesses would not survive.


Rachel Heilgman, Executive Director Ride New Orleans, stated that she wanted to thank the RTA Board and Veolia for stepping up to save the ferries when no one else would. 

Rachel Heilgman stated that housing was more affordable on the westbank of the river but the hospitality and tourist industry was located on the eastbank of the river and the ferry becomes a critical economic linkage and if the ferry service would be cut, it would have major implications.

Rachel Heilgman stated that she was grateful for the Public Hearing which would allow the Public to give feedback and RTA/Veolia needed to take all the time needed so the ferry service would run correctly.

Chairman Longoria stated that the Public Hearing was scheduled for August 5, 2013 in the City Council Chamber for 5:00 p.m.

Skip Gallagher stated that he was the past president of the Algiers Point Association and he said that New Orleans has a ferry expert at the University of New Orleans, Chris McKesson, and if Veolia wanted his expertise, he assisted with the Seattle and San Francisco ferry systems.


Skip Gallagher stated that the ferry boats were over 70 years old and a new ferry would improve ridership and maintenance costs and the fuel costs would be sufficiently lower.


Skip Gallagher stated that there was money available from the State to support the purchase of a new ferry.


Skip Gallagher stated that there would be opposition to higher fares.


Skip Gallagher stated that the Crescent City Connection Board voted to purchase new ferries but the State did not act on that recommendation.


Connie Burks stated that at a time when everyone in the country was going for green transportation, it was important to keep the ferries running because a large number of pedestrians and bicycles riders utilize the ferries.


Connie Burks stated that a lot of workers in the hospitality industry use the ferries.


 Hillery Moise stated that people in Algiers Point feared that they would lose the ferries.

Hillery Moise stated that she opened a restaurant in Algiers Point and the ferries stopped running at a certain time and a couple of times she had to bring people home at night because there was no form of transportation to get back on the eastbank of the river.


Hillery Moise stated that now she has a bed and breakfast in Algiers Point and she does not want to lose clients because there is no form of transportation to get back to the eastbank.
ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Major moved and Commissioner Tillery seconded to adjourn the Board Meeting of July 18, 2013 at 2:28 p.m.  Verbal Motion No. 13-041 was approved unanimously.
