


LA BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS
SUMMARY OF MINUTES
BOARD MEETING – APRIL 17, 2025

Members Present:	Dr. Mark B. Kruse, President; Dr. Michael Traxler, Vice-President; Dr. Kelleigh Payne, 
                                    Secretary-Treasurer; Dr. James Morvant; Dr. Denise Rollette; Dr. Shay W. Corbin; 
Mr. Rafael Azuara, Consumer Member. 
Members Absent: 	None.
Staff Present:	Patricia A. Oliver, Executive Director; Shellie Hebert-Schmidt, Administrative Assistant.
Legal Counsel:	Madeline Carbonette, Asst. Attorney General. 
Audience:	              Debbie Moore, DC, Picayune, MS; Tim Chittom, CAL, Baton Rouge, LA.
                                    
Meeting called to order at 8:44 a.m., Dr. Mark B. Kruse, President, presiding.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:   None received.

MINUTES REVIEW: The draft version of the minutes of the 01/30/2025 meeting was emailed to all Board members for review.  Motion made by Dr. Corbin, seconded by Dr. Payne to ratify the minutes as prepared.    With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

INTEGRITY CHECK:   No information reported.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
· COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT by Dr. Traxler and Dr. Rollette:
· Dr. Traxler and Dr. Rollette report that 4 complaints were opened, 4 complaints were closed with no action, 3 complaints were closed with disciplinary action and there are 29 complaints pending.

· ;.  FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT by Ms. Oliver:
· Monthly financial Statement: Ms. Oliver discusses reports for January, February and March 2025. Motion made by Dr. Payne, seconded by Dr. Corbin, to approve the reports as prepared and submitted. With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
· CD Report discussed by Dr. Payne and Ms. Oliver.  Ms. Oliver renewed all CD’s as directed. 
· Financial Activity Log of Expense and Expenditures was presented to and reviewed by the Board as well as all bank statements since the last meeting.  All members reviewed the log and signed the cover sheet. 
· Ms. Oliver notes the updated “deposit trends” report is available for review.
· Budget Review: Ms. Oliver was instructed by the auditor to have the Board review the budget at each meeting, however no directions given from Dr. Payne or the Board about implementing this procedure since the January 2025 meeting.  It is suggested possibly that QuickBooks software can compare budget to actual amounts. More research to follow.

· PEER REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT:     No activity to report.  

· STANDARDS & PRACTICES by Dr. Traxler and Dr. Kruse:   
Continued discussion on allowable oxygen levels to be utilized in oxygen therapy.  Dr. Chris Cormier, Lafayette, LA, requested a scope interpretation on allowable oxygen levels.   Dr Kruse states he believes the delivery of oxygen below medical grade guidelines to support the functional integrity of the spine is within the scope of practice for chiropractic in Louisiana.  

Request regarding “ballon nasal cavity adjustment” by Ross Zahn, DC, Shreveport, LA.  Dr. Kruse requests matter left on agenda for next meeting so more research can be conducted.
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· LAW & LEGISLATION: 
· Dr. Corbin continues the discussion held on “preceptorships” based on initial request from Jennifer Sever, D.C., Metairie, LA.   Dr. Corbin requests item to be left on the agenda for the next meeting.
· Ms. Oliver notes Executive Order JML 25-038, regarding the “administrative rules and regulations review”, requires each board to review all rules and laws in effect, state what the purpose of each law and rules is and file report by December 31st annually.  Dr. Kruse will handle this since he is reviewing all board policies.  
· Discussion of HB 423 was introduced in the Legislature - regarding proper display of licensure in advertising.  The Board already has laws and rules in place and are already in compliance – CAL is against the bill.
· Ms. Oliver notes Executive Order JML 25-0039, regarding the “hiring freeze” in place from the Governor Office and the Division of Administration.  
· 
· TESTING Committee Report:   
· Ms. Oliver notes Dr. Ned Martello participated in the November 2024 administration of NBCE’s Part IV as LA’s representative.
· Participants are being solicited for Part IV testing for May 2025.  Dr. Martello will attend.  One other examiner is allowed.
· NBCE is requesting participants in the Part IV test development meeting to be held in June in Greeley, CO.  Dr. Martello may attend.  
· Testing report handout given to the Board covering the period from 01/01/2025 – 03/31/2025:
· 12 applications requested
· xx2 licenses issued
· 2 new applications received, and fees paid
· 8 applicants ready for an exam
· -0- applicants pending background reports
· -0- background information rejected by State Police/FBI
· 2 application folders are incomplete
· 1 application for Board review
· 1 license pending issuance due to a lack of license fees paid.
· 12 licenses issued

· Background check report review:  Motion made by Dr. Corbin, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to hold an executive session to discussion “background report” received on Applicant P-1-B.  Roll call vote:  Azuara – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Payne – Yes; Corbin – Yes Traxler – Yes; Morvant – Yes. 7 yeas, 0 nays, motion passes unanimously.
(-----------------------Executive Session-------------------------------)
Motion made by Dr. Payne, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to accept the application of Applicant P-1-B.  With  7 ayes, 0 nays, motion carries unanimously.  
· Relative to the new procedures from LA State Police on background checks, Ms. Oliver provided redacted examples of background reports and paperwork.  Dr. Kruse requests matter on the agenda
· Possible future discussion to be held on conducting background checks on all licensees, not just applicants.  Matter to remain on the agenda.



· ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT Committee (Kruse, Traxler, Payne):  
· Current leave records of Ms. Hebert-Schmidt and Ms. Oliver since the April 2025 board meeting were reviewed and approved by Dr. Payne, and the full Board present reviewed and approved the leave and payroll records of all employees.   Dr. Payne states paperwork and leave records are in order and properly documented.  
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· OFFICE PERFORMANCE INDICATOR REPORT: Office activity/work product 01/01/2025- 03/31/2025:
· Phone calls received:  313
· Licensure Application packets requested & mailed:  12
· New Applications Received w/Fee:  9
· New Applications Ready to Take Test: 7
· New Licenses Issued: 12
· Complaints Filed & Opened: 4
· Complaints closed without action:  4 
· Complaints closed with action:   3
· Complaints Pending: 29
· DC license renewals received & processed: 273
· DC license renewals returned as “incomplete” or “missing CE”: 21
· Delinquent license renewal fees paid: 14
· License verifications Requested/Reports Issued Via Mail:  -0-
· License verifications Requested/Report Issued Via Email:  416
· New X-ray certificates issued: 32
· X-ray certs renewed:  -0-  
· Public records requests:  -0-
· Subpoenas received:  -0-
· Seminars reviewed:  40
· CE locate requests received:  20
· List requests received and processed: 6
· National licensee alerts received and logged:  4
· Peer Review Requests:  -0-
· Dry Needling certificates issued: 1 
· Duplicate Licenses Issued:  -0-
· Duplicate Xray Certificates Issued:  -0-
· Duplicate Renewal Vouchers:  -0-
· License Renewal Cards Purchased: 8
· Blue Books purchased: -0-
· Minutes Subscriptions:  1
· “Travel to Treat” temporary licenses: -0-
· # of Emails Received:  1505
· Xerox copies requested:  -0-


·   GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE as received by Ms. Oliver: 
- NBCE’s new developments in testing for future of Part IV.
- NBCE’s upcoming board elections.

·     SEMINAR REVIEW by Dr. Payne:  
       Dr. Payne has reviewed 40 seminars since the last meeting.  There are no programs requiring full Board review currently.  


OLD BUSINESS:
Continued discussion by Dr. Kruse on Board’s webpage and its maintenance and development.  Dr. Kruse contacted the State Procurement Office regarding the prospective contract with Netshapers Company for the board webpage work, and was informed the Board must go through the bid process for the proposed job due to the dollar amount of the possible contract. Dr. Kruse submitted the information on 03/25/2025.
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Continued review of existing Board policies by Dr. Kruse regarding:
· NBCE Receipt of Board scores – keep current policy as is.
· answering of board office telephone – rescind this policy.
· payroll schedules – the schedule follows Civil Service schedule- keep this policy in place.
· Subpoena notification to licensee – wherein licensees are notified of subpoena request – keep this policy in place.
· state purchasing, guidelines of state procurement are followed as required by law- keep this policy in place.
· travel and reimbursement policy – we follow “state travel guidelines” – keep this policy in place.
· hiring of related parties/family members –state civil service guidelines are followed– keep the current policy as is.
· sexual harassment – we follow civil service policy – keep the current policy as is.
· reimbursement of board members – keep the current policy as is.
· use of rubber stamp signature -  keep the current policy as is.

 
NEW BUSINESS:
Ms. Oliver explains new “background check” policy in effect by State Police and provides redacted examples of paperwork.

Scope of practice inquiry from Ryan Savoie, D.C., Lake Charles, LA   if chiropractors can perform “dry needling” under ultrasound guidelines after completing the approved dry needling course and also if chiropractors can use diagnostic ultrasound to identify and diagnose musculoskeletal conditions.  Affirmative response to be send for both inquiries.

Ms. Oliver prepared a draft of the 2025-2026 X-ray proficiency renewal form and presented the form to the Board for review and approval, noting only the date information was changed.  Motion made by Dr. Corbin, seconded by Dr. Morvant to approve the form as presented. With 7 yeas, 0 nays, motion carries unanimously.


Request received from executor of the estate of deceased licensee, Craig Stroebel, D.C., Ms. Kristi Stroebel, Attorney, requesting a refund of the license renewal fee paid in December, 2024 for the renewal of Dr. Stroebel’s license.  Ms. Oliver directed to send correspondence in response to the request noting that state law prohibits refunds of fees collected and further the fee paid by Dr. Stroebel for the 2025 renewal was paid to Board in late December 2024 for the 2025 calendar year. Dr. Stroebel’s date of passage was January 6, 2025. 


Discussion of an emailed advertisement from Ryan Mitchell, D.C., New Orleans, LA, which seems to illustrate and/or imply fraud.  Possible violation of LSA 2816.A.7, gross negligence or gross misconduct.  


Inquiry from LaBentria Ford, D.C., Amite, LA, regarding adjusting by interns without supervision of licensed chiropractor.  Response will be sent by Ms. Oliver that currently the statutes do not allow it, however, the Board is investigating the matter in hopes of future statutory change.


The Academy of Chiropractic Orthopedists, otherwise known as the International Academy of Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine,  sent a notice to the Board to be aware of unqualified programs calling themselves “board certified” or “fellows” with little or no academic scrutiny.  Information is acknowledged.
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Ms. Oliver notes the recent retirement of Ms. Madeline Carbonette, Asst. Attorney General and contract Board legal counsel and further, the communication from the LA Department of Justice that the agency will not be representing the Board going forward due to cutbacks and staffing of the DOJ.  Ms. Oliver requested to secure names of other boards’ legal counsel and secure resumes for Board review and possible interview at the next board meeting.


Inquiry by Dr. Payne as to who is attending the upcoming FCLB Conference to be held April 30 – May 4, 2025, St. Louis, MO.  Ms. Oliver notes she did not receive feedback or confirmation from any members regarding attending and was not instructed to register anyone or herself. Ms. Oliver also notes registration and hotel reservation deadlines have passed and price of travel at this late date will be expensive.  Dr. Payne stated she made her own travel plans and conference registration to attend.  Motion made by Dr. Kruse, seconded by Dr. Traxler, for Dr. Kruse to review the proposed conference agenda to research if more than Dr. Payne and Ms. Oliver, if her schedule permits,  should attend.  With 7 yeas, 0 nays, motion carries unanimously.


Upcoming Events:
· NBCE Part IV Testing – 05/17-18/2025
· Next Board Meeting – 07/24/2025
· Annual Xray Certificate renewal deadline – 07/31/2025
· Annual license renewal deadline, 12/31/2025.


Motion made by Dr. Kruse, seconded by Dr. Corbin, to adjourn.  With no objections, the meeting is adjourned at approximately 10:44 a.m.  

MEETING ADJOURNED 10:44 a.m.













