


LA BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS
SUMMARY OF MINUTES
BOARD MEETING – JANUARY 30, 2025

Members Present:	Dr. Mark B. Kruse, President; Dr. Michael Traxler, Vice-President; Dr. Kelleigh Payne, 
                                    Secretary-Treasurer; Dr. Ned Martello; Dr. Denise Rollette; Ms. Peggy Anselmo,
       Consumer Member. 
Members Absent: 	Dr. Shay W. Corbin.
Staff Present:	Patricia A. Oliver, Executive Director; Shellie Hebert-Schmidt, Administrative Assistant.
Legal Counsel:	Madeline Carbonette, Asst. Attorney General. 
Audience:	              Debbie Moore, DC, Picayune, MS; Dustin Pelloquin, DC, Lafayette, LA; Rick Smith,
              Attorney, New Orleans, LA, Patrick Haydel, DC, Houma, LA; Robert Garrity, Attorney, 
              River Ridge, LA; Celia Cangelosi, Attorney, Baton Rouge, LA; Tim Chittom, CAL,   
              Baton Rouge, LA.
                                    
Meeting called to order at 8:35 a.m., Dr. Mark B. Kruse, President, presiding.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None received.

MINUTES REVIEW: The draft version of the minutes of the 12/12/2024 meeting was emailed to all Board members for review.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Kruse to ratify the minutes as prepared.    With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

INTEGRITY CHECK:  No information reported.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
· COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT by Dr. Traxler and Dr. Rollette:
· Complaints #1583, #1584 and #1585 are complaints relative to advertising violations for which the complaints committee has secured “agreed settlements”. Motion made by Dr. Traxler, seconded by Dr. Rollette, to accept an agreed settlement in each complaint for $250.00.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
· Complaint # 1548 regarding proposed consent agreement.   Dr. Haydel’s license is suspended for 36 months, however reinstatement can be applied for.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Kruse to hold an “executive session”.   Roll call vote:  Martello – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Payne – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Kruse – Yes; Anselmo – Yes.  
(--------------------------------Executive Session----------------------)
Ms. Cangelosi reviews the consent agreement offered in this matter.  Motion made by Dr. Traxler, seconded by Dr. Rollette, to accept the consent agreement as offered. With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
· Request from Robert Garrity, Attorney, representing Dustin Pelloquin DC, Lafayette, LA, for reinstatement of license prior to obtaining all CE required. Motion by Dr. Traxler, seconded by Dr. Martello, to amend the agenda to include discussion of the request.  With 6 yeas, 0 nays, motion carries and agenda is amended.  Dr. Pelloquin has completed all requirements for reinstatement except the total amount of CE hours required and needs 15 hours to complete the requirement.  Dr. Pelloquin is scheduled to attend a program to obtain the 15 hours necessary.   Motion made by Dr. Traxler, seconded by Dr. Payne, to grant reinstatement effective today. With 6 yeas, 0 nays, motion carries unanimously, and license is reinstated effective today.
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· ;.  FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT by Ms. Oliver:
· Monthly financial Statement: Ms. Oliver discusses reports for November and December 2024. Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to approve the report as prepared and submitted. With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
· CD Report discussed by Dr. Payne and Ms. Oliver.  Motion made by Dr. Traxler, seconded by Dr. Martello, to take appropriate action on upcoming CD renewals. 
· Financial Activity Log of Expense and Expenditures was presented to and reviewed by the Board as well as all bank statements since the last meeting.  All members reviewed the log and signed the cover sheet. 
· Audit contract: Ms. Oliver reports annual audit was received and provided to the Board.  The audit states the Board’s budget should be reviewed at each board meeting.  Ms. Oliver and Dr. Payne will create a process for Board review of the budget at each meeting.  Ms. Oliver will add “budget review” as an agenda item.
· Ms. Oliver notes the updated “deposit trends” report is available for review.
· Review of proposed Budget as prepared by Mr. Barry Delery, CPA.  Dr. Kruse notes that $100,000.00 should be added on page BC-9 for “webpage/database management”.  Motion made by Dr. Rollette, seconded by Dr. Payne, to adopt the budget as prepared with the addition noted.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
     	
· PEER REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT by Dr. Martello:     No activity to report.  

· STANDARDS & PRACTICES by Dr. Traxler:   No activity to report.

· LAW & LEGISLATION: 
· In Dr. Corbin’s absence, continued discussion held on “preceptorships” based on initial request from Jennifer Sever, D.C., Metairie, LA.   Dr. Corbin, as committee chairman, submitted proposed language and information on the program for dissemination to the Board.  Matter to be kept on the agenda.
· Ms. Oliver notes Executive Order JML 25-008, regarding the “welcome home act”, requires each board to submit a report relative to licensure stats since August 1, 2024.  Also, information on the “welcome home act” will be added to the Board website as required.
· TESTING Committee Report:   
· Ms. Oliver notes Dr. Martello participated in the November 2024 administration of NBCE’s Part IV as LA’s representative.
· Participants are being solicited for Part IV testing for May 2025.  Dr. Martello will attend.  One other examiner is allowed.
· NBCE is requesting participants in the Part IV test development meeting to be held in June in Greeley, CO.  Dr. Martello may attend.  
· Testing report covering the period from 12/01/2024 – 12/31/2024: 
· 15 applications requested
· 2 licenses issued
· 2 new applications received
· 2 applicants ready for an exam
· -0- applicants pending background reports
· -0- background information rejected by State Police/FBI
· 4 application folders are incomplete
· 1 application for Board review
· -0- licenses pending issuances due to a lack of license fees paid.

· Background check report review:  None.  

· Ms. Oliver reports new procedures will be in place from LA State Police regarding “background check” process. More info to follow and this item to be added to next meeting’s agenda.
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· ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT Committee (Kruse, Traxler, Payne):  
· Current leave records of Ms. Hebert-Schmidt and Ms. Oliver since the December 2024 board meeting were reviewed and approved by Dr. Payne, and the full Board present reviewed and approved the leave and payroll records of all employees.   Dr. Payne states paperwork and leave records are in order and properly documented.  
· Ms. Oliver noted that her salary review request was scheduled to be re-visited at the January 2025 meeting at the suggestion of Dr. Shay Corbin from the July 2024 meeting.  Dr. Kruse notes this item is not on the agenda. Ms. Oliver requests it be discussed today by amending the agenda since she has not been granted an increase since July 2022.  Motion to amend the agenda made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Ms. Anselmo.  Roll call vote:  Martello – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Payne – Yes; Anselmo – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Kruse – Yes. With 6 yeas, 0 nays, agenda is amended.  Dr. Kruse calls for a “recess” for the AOC Committee to caucus to discuss Ms. Oliver’s salary information.    
(------------RECESS--------------------)
Dr. Kruse notes the AOC Committee does not recommend a salary raise for Ms. Oliver currently.  Dr. Martello suggests a “cost of living” increase be considered for Ms. Oliver.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Ms. Anselmo, to grant Ms. Oliver a 2.3% cost of living increase.  Roll call vote:  Martello – Yes; Rollette – No; Payne – No; Anselmo – Yes; Traxler – No; Kruse – No.  With 2 yeas, 4 nays, motion fails.  Dr. Kruse notes salaries will be reviewed again in July.

· OFFICE PERFORMANCE INDICATOR REPORT: Office activity/work product 12/01/2024 – 12/31/2024 
· Phone calls received:  232
· Licensure Application packets requested & mailed:  15
· New Applications Received w/Fee:  2
· New Applications Ready to Take Test: 2
· New Licenses Issued: -0-
· Complaints Filed & Opened: 1
· Complaints closed without action:  1 
· Complaints closed with action:   1
· Complaints Pending: 29
· DC license renewals received & processed: 139
· DC license renewals returned as “incomplete” or “missing CE”: 8
· Delinquent license renewal fees paid: -0-
· License verifications Requested/Reports Issued Via Mail:  -0-
· License verifications Requested/Report Issued Via Email:  71
· New X-ray certificates issued: 8
· X-ray certs renewed:  -0-  
· Public records requests:  -0-
· Subpoenas received:  -0-
· Seminars reviewed:  3
· CE locate requests received:  5
· List requests received and processed: 2
· National licensee alerts received and logged:  7
· Peer Review Requests:  -0-
· Dry Needling certificates issued: -0- 
· Duplicate Licenses Issued:  3
· Duplicate Xray Certificates Issued:  -0-
· Duplicate Renewal Vouchers:  -0-
· License Renewal Cards Purchased: 21
· Blue Books purchased: -0-
· Minutes Subscriptions:  1
· “Travel to Treat” temporary licenses: -0-
· # of Emails Received:  298
· Xerox copies requested:  -0-
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·   GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE as received by Ms. Oliver: 
· NBCE 

· SEMINAR REVIEW by Dr. Payne:  
Dr. Payne has reviewed 3 seminars since the last meeting.  There are no programs requiring full Board review at this time.  

OLD BUSINESS:
Continued discussion by Dr. Kruse on Board’s webpage and its maintenance and development.  Dr. Kruse notes previous bids submitted as follows: 
1) VIGILUS:  $84,000.00  (approximately $7000.00/month) plus set-up fees of approximately $5000.00 and 
    hosting fee of $50.00/month.
       2)   CLEAR BLUE: $250,000.00 for new design and rebuilding website.
       3)   NETSHAPERS: $97,00.00 one-time initial fee plus approximately $800.00/month maintenance fees. 
       4)   CBD:  Option 1 - $70,000.00 for first year to build/maintain and $60,000.00/year thereafter or Option 2 -  
                 lesser features for $4000.00/month plus $150.00/hour fees.  
Previous discussion included state bid law requirements.
Dr. Kruse assigns Ms. Madeline Carbonette to research the procurement laws that apply to a purchase of this size.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Rollette, to allow Dr. Kruse to continue to collect bids and if it is not required to go through bid process, he be authorized to enter in a contract with NetShapers.  With 5 yeas 0 nays, 1 temporarily absent, motion carries.
  

Regarding the continuing review by Dr. Kruse of current Board Policies formulated over the years, Dr. Kruse discusses policies from an enumerated list he created: 
#5 regarding board letterhead and having the name of the outgoing board president listed on letterhead: Motion by Dr. Rollette, seconded by Dr. Payne, to rescind this policy.  With 6 yeas, 0 nays, motion carries unanimously. 
#16 regarding “drug testing” of state employees, discussion by Dr. Kruse is that since it is an executive order, it should not be in the board policy book.  
#17 and #18 regarding “exam retake policy” in case of exam failure, since the exam is being offered continuously all year, retake framework is not necessary.  Motion by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Payne, to rescind this policy.  With 6 yeas, 0 nays, motion carries unanimously.
#20 regarding “integrity check” on board meeting agenda, explanation is given about the “integrity check”.  #20 will be kept in the policy book.
#21 regarding “internship supervisor”, discussion and decision made to keep this policy in the book.
#23 regarding “internship advertising”, and any communication to the public, decision made to keep this policy in the book.
#25 regarding “license renewal forms of payment” accepted, decision made to keep this policy in the book.
Dr. Kruse will continue reviewing existing board policies. Discussion to continue at future meetings.


NEW BUSINESS:
Request from Ross Zahn, D.C., Shreveport, LA, regarding “nasal cavity adjustment” and if it relates to LA scope of practice.  Matter to be assigned to Standards and Practices committee and Dr. Kruse will research.

Request received from Wilton Guillory, DC., Alexandria, LA, to grant an extension to obtain CE for the 2025 license renewal.   Motion made by Dr. Rollette, seconded by Dr. Payne, to grant a 90-day extension to Dr. Guillory, hours due by 05/01/2025.   With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

Request received from Jamie Perez D.C., Shreveport, LA, grant an extension to obtain CE for the 2025 license renewal.   Motion made by Dr. Payne, seconded by Dr. Rollette, to grant a 90-day extension to Dr. Perez, hours due by 05/01/2025.   With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
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Request received from Madison Duhon, D.C., Seattle, WA, grant an extension to obtain CE for the 2025 license renewal.   Motion made by Dr. Rollette, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to grant a 90-day extension to Dr. Duhon, hours due by 05/01/2025.   With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

More information received from Chris Cormier, DC, Lafayette, LA, regarding “exercise therapy with oxygen”.  Dr. Kruse to research and bring info to be discussed at the next meeting.

Request received from Keta Patel, DC, Prairieville, LA, to waive the delinquent renewal fee for 2025.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to deny the request.  With 5 yeas, one nay, motion carries.

  
Ms. Oliver informs the Board of several items which need Board discussion that were not on the posted agenda.  Motion made by Dr. Payne, seconded by Dr. Martello, to include discussion of items not on the agenda at time of posting.  Roll call vote:  Payne – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Anselmo – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Payne – Yes; Kruse – Yes.   With 6 yeas, 0 nays.  Motion carries unanimously and the agenda is amended.
    Request received from Dennis Gregory, D.C., Clark, MO, requesting a waiver of CE requirements due to ill health or an acceptance of hours he obtained for the 2025 license renewal.   Motion made by Dr. Rollette, seconded by Ms. Anselmo, to waive CE requirements.   With 5 yeas, 1 nay, motion carries.
     NBCE is requesting the name of delegate and alternate for 2025.  Dr. Kruse notes he will be the delegate and Dr. Payne will be the alternate.
     FCLB is requesting the name of delegate and alternate for 2025.  Dr. Kruse notes he will be the delegate and Dr. Payne will be the alternate.
     Request from Patrick Davis, DC, Las Vegas, NV, for an additional 90-day extension to obtain CE for 2025 renewal due to financial hardship. Initial extension of 90 days was granted at the December 2024 meeting.  Motion by Dr. Traxler, seconded by Dr. Payne, to deny the request. With no objections, motion carries.


Upcoming Events:
· Next Board Meeting – 04/17/2025
· NBCE Part IV Testing – 05/17-18/2025
· Annual Xray Certificate renewal deadline – 07/31/2025
· Annual license renewal deadline, 12/31/2024.


Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Ms. Anselmo, to adjourn.  With no objections, the meeting is adjourned at approximately 11:03 a.m.  

MEETING ADJOURNED 11:03 a.m.





