


LA BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS
SUMMARY OF MINUTES
BOARD MEETING – DECEMBER 12, 2024

Members Present:	Dr. Mark B. Kruse, President; Dr. Ned J. Martello, Vice-President; Dr. Michael Traxler, 
                                    Secretary-Treasurer; Dr. Shay W. Corbin; Dr. Kelleigh A. Payne; Dr. Denise Rollette; 
                                    Ms. Peggy Anselmo, Consumer Member. 
Members Absent: 	None.
Staff Present:	Patricia A. Oliver, Executive Director.
Legal Counsel:	Madeline Carbonette, Asst. Attorney General. 
Audience:	              Debbie Moore, DC, Picayune, MS; Jay Perniciaro, DC, Baton Rouge, LA; Colleen Perniciaro, Baton Rouge, LA; Silas Jennings, DC, Baton Rouge, LA; Robert Garrity, Attorney, River Ridge, LA; Tim Chittom, CAL, Baton Rouge, LA; Celia Cangelosi, Attorney, Baton Rouge, LA.
                                    
Meeting called to order at 8:44 a.m., Dr. Mark B. Kruse, President, presiding.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None received.

MINUTES REVIEW: The draft version of the minutes of the 10/17/2024 meeting was emailed to all Board members for review.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Corbin to ratify the minutes as prepared.    With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

INTEGRITY CHECK:  No information reported.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
· COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT by Dr. Traxler and Dr. Rollette:
· xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxNo action to report since last meeting.
· Docket # 2024-01 (Complaint # 1446), Ben Savoie, D.C.   Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to hold “executive session”, to discuss the matter.  Roll call vote:  Martello- Yes; Payne – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Anselmo – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Corbin – Yes; Kruse – Yes.  With 7 yeas, no nays, motion carries unanimously. 
(-----------------------Executive Session----------------)
Terms of new consent agreement include monies due the Board by January 10, 2025.  Motion 
made by Dr. Payne, seconded by Dr. Rollette, to accept the consent agreement as offered.  With
                             no objections, motion carries unanimously.
· Motion made by Dr. Traxler, seconded by Dr. Martello to amend the posted agenda to include a request from Mr. Robert Garrity, attorney, on behalf of Patrick Haydel, DC, for discussion of a proposed consent agreement.  Roll call vote:  Martello – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Payne – Yes; Anselmo – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Corbin – Yes; Kruse – Yes.  With 7 yeas, 0 nays, agenda is amended.    
Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Corvin, to hold an “executive session” on Patrick Hayel DC and federal court information.  Roll call vote:  Martello – yes; Rollette – Yes; Payne – Yes; Corbin – yes; Kruse – Yes; Anselmo – Yes. With 7 yeas, no nays, motion carries unanimously. 
(-----------------------Executive Session----------------)
Discussion of terms of proposed consent agreement and suspension date commencement.  Motion 
made by Dr. Payne, seconded by Dr. Martello, to modify the consent 
agreement with suspension of Dr. Haydel’s license stating 12/12/2024.  With 5 yeas, 2 nays, 
consent agreement is accepted as modified.
· Ms. Oliver notes request from LA Board of Medical Examiners to form a “joint investigative committee” with the Board to investigate and determine action on chiropractic complaints.  Dr. Kruse communicated that the Board already has complaint procedures in place to process all complaints received.



MINUTES – 12/12/2024
PAGE 2

· ;.  FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT by Ms. Oliver:
· Monthly financial Statement:  Ms. Oliver discusses reports of October 2024. Motion made by Dr. Payne, seconded by Ms. Anselmo, to approve the report as prepared and submitted. With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
· CD Report discussed by Dr. Traxler and Ms. Oliver.  No change to report regarding the CD’s currently.
· Financial Activity Log of Expense and Expenditures was presented to and reviewed by the Board as well as all bank statements since the last meeting.  All members reviewed the log and signed the cover sheet. 
· Audit contract:  Ms. Oliver reports that the annual audit was completed by the audit firm, but no report has been received to date.  Ms. Oliver presented a lengthy list of all items requested by the audit firm to complete the required audit.
· Ms. Oliver notes the updated “deposit trends” report is available for review.
     	
· PEER REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT:     Dr. Martello notes no activity to report.  

· STANDARDS & PRACTICES by Dr. Traxler:   
No activity to report.

   
· LAW & LEGISLATION: 
· Continued discussion on “Testimonials” language Review” Committee chaired by Dr. Rollette.  Dr. Rollette presented a handout of proposed language for Ꞩ307.C., as follows:
“C.  “Testimonials may be used.    Testimonials must reflect the honest opinions, findings, beliefs, or experience of the person giving the testimonial.  A testimonial may not convey any express or implied representation that would be deceptive, false or misleading.
If the testimonial/advertisement is a paid testimonial/advertisement then it must be identified as such in 10 point font below the testimonial/ advertisement itself.”
                    Motion made by Dr. Rollette, seconded by Dr. Corbin, to accept the proposed rule change as read.
                    With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
	
· Continued discussion on “preceptorships” by Dr. Corbin, based on initial request from Jennifer Sever, D.C., Metairie, LA.   Dr. Corbin, as committee chairman, will set a date/s to discuss the matter via telephone with other committee members and he will secure language used by Texas and Mississippi.

· TESTING Committee Report:   
· Ms. Oliver notes Dr. Martello participated in the November 2024 administration of NBCE’s Part IV as LA’s representative.
· Ms. Oliver provides additional info ons new format of Part IV testing.  It should begin to be utilized in May 2026.
· Testing report notes from 10/01/2024 – 11/30/2024: 
· 5 applications requested
· 2 licenses issued
· 6 new applications received
· 1 applicants ready for an exam
· 4 applicants pending background reports
· 2 background information rejected by State Police/FBI
· 4 application folders are incomplete
· -0- applications for Board review
· -0- licenses pending issuances due to a lack of license fees paid.

· Background check report review:  None.  
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· ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT Committee:  
· Current leave records of Ms. Hebert-Schmidt and Ms. Oliver since the October 2024 board meeting were reviewed and approved by Dr. Payne, and the full Board present reviewed and approved the leave and payroll records of all employees.   Dr. Payne notes paperwork and leave records are in order and properly documented.  


· OFFICE PERFORMANCE INDICATOR REPORT: Office activity/work product 10/01/2024 – 11/30/2024) 
· Phone calls received:  139
· Licensure Application packets requested & mailed:  5
· New Applications Received w/Fee:  6
· New Applications Ready to Take Test:  1
· New Licenses Issued: 2
· Complaints Filed & Opened: 3
· Complaints closed without action:  10 
· Complaints closed with action:   -0-
· Complaints Pending: 26
· DC license renewals received & processed: 257
· DC license renewals returned as “incomplete” or “missing CE”: 9
· Delinquent license renewal fees paid: -0-
· License verifications Requested/Reports Issued Via Mail:  -0-
· License verifications Requested/Report Issued Via Email:  82
· New X-ray certificates issued: 36
· X-ray certs renewed:  -0-    
· Public records requests:  -0-
· Subpoenas received:  -0-
· Seminars reviewed:  20
· CE locate requests received:  6
· List requests received and processed: 2
· National licensee alerts received and logged:  7
· Peer Review Requests:  -0-
· Dry Needling certificates issued: -0- 
· Duplicate Licenses Issued:  2
· Duplicate Xray Certificates Issued:  -0-
· Duplicate Renewal Vouchers:  -0-
· License Renewal Cards Purchased:  21
· Blue Books purchased: 1
· Minutes Subscriptions:  1
· “Travel to Treat” temporary licenses: -0-
· # of Emails Received:  401
· Xerox copies requested:  -0-

·   GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE as received by Ms. Oliver: 
· None received.

· SEMINAR REVIEW by Dr. Payne:  
Dr. Payne has reviewed 21 seminars since the last meeting.    
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OLD BUSINESS:
Continued discussion by Dr. Kruse on Board’s webpage and its maintenance and development.  More info to follow. Dr. Kruse reports that new bids will be submitted, but currently proposals received from some companies as  follows:
  Vigilus:  $84,000.00  (approximately $7000.00/month) plus set up fees of approximately $5000.00.
  Clear Blue: $250,000.00 for new design and rebuilding.
State bid laws require if the proposal is under $10,000.00, it is considered a small purchase.  If above $10,000.00 or $20,000.00 certain bid laws apply. It is suggested that the focus should be on redesigning the webpage first, then the next project for bid would be the creation/design of the webpage portal. Motion made by Dr. Kruse, seconded by Dr. Rollette, if “General Informatics” bid proposal is less than $10,000.00 on website re-design, he be authorized to proceed with that bid.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.   More info to follow.


Regarding current review by Dr. Kruse of current Board Policies formulated over the years, Dr. Kruse discusses policies on: 
· advertising of “free” 
· research the “testing” policy, 
· update the ‘background checks” policy, 
· possible rescinding of the “board mail packets” policy, 
· possible rescinding of “Board letterhead” policy about “past president” notation,  
He will review more of the standing policies and perhaps format a new policy book for a future project.  Discussion to continue at future meetings.


NEW BUSINESS:
Request from Jay Perniciaro, DC, Baton Rouge, LA, to terminate his license suspension, having fulfilled all imposed requirements.  Motion by Dr. Corbin, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to terminate the suspension and reinstate the license with a probation period of 3 years beginning today.  Motion carries with 6 yeas, 0 nays and one recusal.  

Request received from Chris Cormier, DC, Lafayette, LA, regarding “exercise therapy with oxygen therapy”.  This request to be assigned to “Standards & Practices” committee for research and report at next meeting.  Dr. Kruse will research the subject.

Inquiry received from Minh Trinh, DC, Harvey, LA, LA, if C.A.’s can perform “percussion therapy – code 97140 and “therapeutic exercises – code 97110.  Response to be provided that C.A.’s cannot perform “attended therapy” codes – the practitioner must be present.  C.A.’s can perform “percussion therapy and therapeutic exercises, however, cannot bill for it.  

Request received from Chessa Purser, D.C., Ponchatoula, LA, to waive license renewal requirements due to personal family tragedy.  Motion made by Dr. Rollette, seconded by Dr. Martello, to waive the renewal fees and CE hours for 2025.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

  
Ms. Oliver informs the Board of several items which need Board discussion that were not on the posted agenda.  Motion made by Dr. Kruse, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to include discussion of items not on the agenda at time of posting.  Roll call vote:  Martello – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Anselmo – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Corbin – Yes; Payne – Yes; Kruse – Yes.   With 7 yeas, 0 nays.  Motion carries unanimously and agenda is amended.
     Request received from Patrick Davis, D.C., N. Las Vegas, NV, grant an extension to obtain CE for the 2025 license renewal.   Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Corbin, to grant a 90-day extension to Dr. Davis.   With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
     Request received from Thomas Derricks, D.C., Madisonville, LA, grant an extension to obtain CE for the 2025 license renewal.   Motion made by Dr. Rollette, seconded by Dr. Corbin, to grant a 90-day extension to Dr. Derricks.   With no objections, motion carries unanimously
     Request received from Michael Goff, D.C., Baton Rouge, LA, to reduce his license probation period.  Motion made by Dr. Kruse, second by Dr. Payne, to deny the request.  With 6 yeas, 1 nay, motion carries.
    


MINUTES – 12/12/2024	
PAGE 5

     Request received from Dustin Pelloquin, D.C., Scott, LA, to reduce his license probation period.   It is noted that Dr. Pelloquin has not completed all the requirements of the agreed settlement.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to hold an “executive session”.   Roll call vote:  Martello – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Payne – Yes; Anselmo – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Corbin – Yes; Kruse – Yes.   With 7 yeas, 0 nays, motion carries unanimously.
(---------------------------------Executive Session---------------------------------------)
Motion made by Ms. Anselmo, seconded by Dr. Payne, to deny the request to terminate the probation period unless and until all requirements of the consent agreement are met.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

    Request received from Silas Jennings, D.C., Baton Rouge, LA, and his attorney, Robert Garrity, to end his license suspension.  Motion made by Dr. Kruse, seconded by Dr. Corbin, to reinstate Dr. Jennings’ license effective today and begin the 3.5-year probationary period today.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.




Upcoming Events:
· Annual license renewal deadline, 12/31/2024.
· Next Board Meeting – to be announced.


Motion made by Dr. Payne, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to adjourn.  With no objections, the meeting is adjourned at approximately 10:37 a.m.  

MEETING ADJOURNED 10:37 a.m.





