


LA BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS
SUMMARY OF MINUTES
BOARD MEETING – OCTOBER 17, 2024

Members Present:	Dr. Mark B. Kruse, President; Dr. Ned J. Martello, Vice-President; Dr. Michael Traxler, 
                                    Secretary-Treasurer; Dr. Shay W. Corbin; Dr. Kelleigh A. Payne; Dr. Denise Rollette; 
                                    Ms. Peggy Anselmo, Consumer Member. 
Members Absent: 	None.
Staff Present:	Patricia A. Oliver, Executive Director, Shellie Hebert-Schmidt, Administrative Assistant
Legal Counsel:	Madeline Carbonette, Asst. Attorney General. 
Audience:	              Robert Garrity, Attorney, River Ridge, LA.
                                    
Meeting called to order at 8:31 a.m., Dr. Mark B. Kruse, President, presiding.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None received.

MINUTES REVIEW: The draft version of the minutes of the 07/25/2024 meeting was emailed to all Board members for review.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Corbin to ratify the minutes as prepared.    With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

INTEGRITY CHECK:  No information reported.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
· COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT by Dr. Traxler and Dr. Rollette:
· No action to report since last meeting.
· Docket # 2024-01 (Complaint # 1446), Ben Savoie, D.C. was continued to today.  Dr. Traxler notes a proposed “consent offer” was submitted.  Motion made by Dr. Traxler, seconded by Dr. Payne, to hold an Executive Session to discuss the proposed agreed settlement in Docket 2024-01, Ben Savoie DC.  Roll call vote:  Martello- Yes; Rollette – Yes; Anselmo – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Corbin – Yes; Kruse – Yes.  With 7 yeas, no nays, motion carries unanimously. 
(-----------------------Executive Session----------------)
Dr. Kruse notes the proposed consent order is not accepted.
· Ms. Oliver notes she participated in a “witness preparation” meeting in late July with US Department of Health agents regarding an ongoing investigation.
· FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT by Ms. Oliver:
· Monthly financial Statement:  Ms. Oliver discusses reports of July, August and September 2024. Motion made by Dr. Corbin, seconded by Dr. Martello, to approve the reports as prepared and submitted. With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
· CD Report discussed by Dr. Traxler and Ms. Oliver.  No change to report regarding the CD’s currently.
· Financial Activity Log of Expense and Expenditures was presented to and reviewed by the Board as well as all bank statements since the last meeting.  All members reviewed the log and signed the cover sheet. 
· Audit contract:  Ms. Oliver reports the annual audit has been completed and noted all the documents required submitted to the auditor.  The audit report has not yet been received from the auditor.  
· Ms. Oliver notes a mileage increase in the State mileage rate effective 07/01/2024.
· Ms. Oliver notes the updated “deposit trends” report is available for review.
     	
· PEER REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT:     Dr. Martello notes no activity to report.  

· STANDARDS & PRACTICES by Dr. Traxler:   
No activity to report.
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· LAW & LEGISLATION: 
· Continued discussion on “Testimonials” language Review” Committee chaired by Dr. Rollette.  Dr. Rollette presented a handout of proposed language for Ꞩ307.C., as follows:
“C.  “Testimonials may be used.    Testimonials must reflect the honest opinions, findings, beliefs, or experience of the person giving the testimonial.  A testimonial may not convey any express or implied representation that would be deceptive, false or misleading.
If the testimonial/advertisement is a paid testimonial/advertisement then it must be identified as such in 10 point font below the testimonial/ advertisement itself.”
                    Motion made by Dr. Rollette, seconded by Dr. Corbin, to accept the proposed rule change as read.
                    With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
	
· Continued discussion on “preceptorships” by Dr. Corbin, based on initial request from Jennifer Sever, D.C., Metairie, LA.   He would like to create a committee, Dr. Corbin to chair the committee, and also composed of Dr. Martello, Dr. Payne and Dr. Jennifer Sever.  Ms. Oliver notes legislation will be required to change the current statutes.

· TESTING Committee Report:   
· Ms. Oliver notes Dr. Martello’s name has been submitted to NBCE for participation in the November 2024 Part IV administration as LA’s representative.  
· Ms. Oliver also reports new format of Part IV testing will be utilized in approximately one year.  One centralized testing office will be created to offer testing almost all year round in Greeley, CO. More info to follow.
· Testing report notes from 07/01/2024 – 09/30/2024: 
· 8 applications requested
· -0- licenses issued
· 3 new applications received
· -0- applicants ready for an exam
· 1 applicants pending background reports
· -0- background information rejected by State Police/FBI
· 3 application folders are incomplete
· 1 applications for Board review
· -0- licenses pending issuances due to a lack of license fees paid.

· Background check report review.  
Ms. Oliver notes one background report which is needing Board review.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Kruse to amend the order of the posted agenda to handle Applicant P-1-P background report and hold an executive session.   Roll call vote:  Martello – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Anselmo – Yes; Payne – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Corbin – Yes; Kruse – Yes.  Agenda order is amended. 
(-------------------Executive Session--------------------)
Applicant P-1-P application is rejected but is available to reapply.


· ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT Committee:  
· Current leave records of Ms. Hebert-Schmidt and Ms. Oliver since the July 2024 board meeting 
were reviewed and approved by Dr. Payne, and the full Board present reviewed and approved the leave and payroll records of all employees.   Dr. Payne notes paperwork and leave records are in order and properly documented.  
· Ms. Oliver asked Dr. Kruse to place her request for a “merit raise” review on the agenda.  Dr. Kruse stated he would ask the AOC Committee to meet prior to the meeting.  Dr. Kruse stated he failed to ask the AOC Committee to meet prior to today’s Board meeting but will request a meeting prior to the December 2024 meeting.  






MINUTES – 10/17/2024
PAGE 3

· OFFICE PERFORMANCE INDICATOR REPORT: Office activity/work product 07/01/2024 – 09/30/2024) 
· Phone calls received:  208
· Licensure Application packets requested & mailed:  8
· New Applications Received w/Fee:  3
· New Applications Ready to Take Test:  10
· New Licenses Issued: -0-
· Complaints Filed & Opened: 1
· Complaints closed without action:  -0- 
· Complaints closed with action:   1
· Complaints Pending: 30
· DC license renewals received & processed: 120
· DC license renewals returned as “incomplete” or “missing CE”: 13
· Delinquent license renewal fees paid: 1
· License verifications Requested/Reports Issued Via Mail:  -0-
· License verifications Requested/Report Issued Via Email:  159
· New X-ray certificates issued: 12
· X-ray certs renewed:  132    
· Public records requests:  -0-
· Subpoenas received:  1
· Seminars reviewed:  47
· CE locate requests received:  12
· List requests received and processed: 7
· National licensee alerts received and logged:  2
· Peer Review Requests:  -0-
· Dry Needling certificates issued: 1  
· Duplicate Licenses Issued:  5
· Duplicate Xray Certificates Issued:  1
· Duplicate Renewal Vouchers:  -0-
· License Renewal Cards Purchased:  12
· Blue Books purchased: 1
· Minutes Subscriptions:  1
· “Travel to Treat” temporary licenses: -0-
· # of Emails Received:  707
· Xerox copies requested:  4

·   GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE as received by Ms. Oliver: 
· Notice of LA Department of Justice – Attorney General’s Office – board member training held monthly.
· Information received from FCLB on the outcome of the Vanterpool lawsuit.
· Information received from FCLB regarding the upcoming district 5 meeting.
· Information received from CCE regarding probationary status of Keiser University.

· SEMINAR REVIEW by Dr. Payne:  
Dr. Payne has reviewed 47 seminars since the last meeting.    

OLD BUSINESS:
Continued discussion on Board’s webpage and its maintenance and development.  Ms. Oliver notes new procurement laws and rules are in place for contracts.

Discussion on “internships”.  Dr. Kruse notes no new info and matter should be removed from future board meeting agendas unless and until further notice.
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Regarding current Board Policies, Dr. Kruse notes he wants the full Board to review the current policies and will initiate that discussion for future meeting/s.


NEW BUSINESS:
Request from Steven Caraway, DC., Lake Charles, LA, to issue a declaratory statement on treatment of concussions.  Dr. Kruse presented a handout of proposed language for the declaratory statement as follows:
     “It is the opinion of the Board that under LA R.S. 37:2801.3, which defines the scope of chiropractic, that: the state does authorize chiropractic physicians to diagnose and treat concussions as part of the scope of practice.”
It is noted that the handout draft contains a declaratory statement footnote:
        “Declaratory Statement Footnote:  The Memorandum of Understanding” is attached for a more detailed explanation (with examples) and must be considered for understanding the declaratory statement.”    
Motion made by Dr. Corbin, seconded by Dr. Payne, to issue the declaratory statement.  With no objections, the motion carries unanimously.

Request received from Bobbie Wiegand, D.C., West Monroe, LA, to waive 2025 CE requirements due to the health of her husband Dr. Dan Wiegand in that she is his primary caregiver.   Motion made by Dr. Payne, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to waive Dr. Bobbie Wiegand’s 2025 CE requirements.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

Request from Dennis Gregory, D.C., Clark, MO, to waive CE requirements for 2025 due to his health issues.  The Board states the request is denied since no supporting documentation was supplied and/or diagnosis and treatment info received from his treating physician.

  
Ms. Oliver informs the Board of several items need Board discussion that were not on the posted agenda.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Corbin, to include discussion of items not on the agenda at time of posting.  Roll call vote:  Martello – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Anselmo – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Corbin – Yes; Payne – Yes; Kruse – Yes.   With 7 yeas, 0 nays.  Motion carries unanimously and agenda is amended.
     Request received from Dan Wiegand, D.C., West Monroe, LA, to waive 2025 CE requirements due to his health.   Motion made by Dr. Kruse, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to waive Dr. Wiegand’s 2025 CE requirements.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
     Dr. Traxler would like to investigate the possibility of utilizing third party background check services on applicants instead of the LA State Police and FBI. Ms. Oliver notes the statute involved would need to be amended/changed to use any other entity to conduct background checks on applicants.
     Dr. Kruse notes some “field doctors” feel the license renewal form needs to be simplified.  Ms. Oliver notes the renewal form is reviewed and approved by the Board each year before being printed and published for use.  
    Ms. Oliver notes receipt of emailed communication from Debbie Moore, D.C., Picayune, MS, on evening of 10/16/2024 stating the Board should not vote in executive session.  Ms. Oliver, as well as Board Members, state no vote has ever been taken or any decision made in “executive session”.

Upcoming Events:
· NBCE Part IV Administration – 11/16-17/2024 -various locations nationwide.
· Next Board Meeting, 12/12/2024, time to be announced. 
· Annual license renewal deadline, 12/31/2024.

Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to adjourn.  With no objections, the meeting is adjourned at approximately 10:29 a.m.  
MEETING ADJOURNED 10:29 a.m.





