


LA BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS
SUMMARY OF MINUTES
BOARD MEETING – JULY 25, 2024

Members Present:	Dr. Mark B. Kruse, President; Dr. Ned J. Martello, Vice-President; Dr. Michael Traxler, 
                                    Secretary-Treasurer; Dr. Shay W. Corbin; Dr. Kelleigh A. Payne; Dr. Denise Rollette. 
Members Absent: 	Ms. Peggy Anselmo, Consumer Member
Staff Present:	Patricia A. Oliver, Executive Director, Shellie Hebert-Schmidt, Administrative Assistant
Legal Counsel:	Madeline Carbonette, Asst. Attorney General. 
Audience:	              Debbie Moore, DC, Picayune, MS; Robert Moore, CA, Picayune, MS; Tim Chittom, 
CAL, Baton Rouge, LA; Celia Cangelosi, Attorney, Baton Rouge, LA.
                                    
Meeting called to order at 8:46 a.m., Dr. Mark B. Kruse, President, presiding.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None received.

MINUTES REVIEW: The draft version of the minutes of the 04/18/2024 meeting was emailed to all Board members for review.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Corbin to ratify the minutes as prepared.    With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

INTEGRITY CHECK:  No information reported.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
· COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT by Dr. Traxler and Dr. Rollette:
· Complaint # 1576 regarding an uncertified x-ray tech employee.  $250.00 agreed settlement offered by Dr. Traxler, seconded by Dr. Martello, to accept the agreed settlement.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

· Docket # 2024-01 (Complaint # 1446), Ben Savoie, D.C., with this matter relative to alleged unprofessional conduct.  The matter continued to 10/17/2024.

· FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT by Ms. Oliver:
· Monthly financial Statement:  Ms. Oliver discusses reports of April, May, June 2024. Motion made by Dr. Traxler, seconded by Dr. Martello, to approve the reports as prepared and submitted. With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
· CD Report discussed by Dr. Traxler and Ms. Oliver.  No change to report regarding the CD’s currently.
· Financial Activity Log of Expense and Expenditures was presented to and reviewed by the Board as well as all bank statements since the last meeting.  All members reviewed the log and signed the cover sheet. 
· Audit contract:  Ms. Oliver reports that the annual audit will begin in late August.  
· Ms. Oliver was asked about the history of the savings account at Whitney National Bank – possibly increase the Whitney savings account balance next year for ready access to cash if needed.  Also Dr. Kruse wants to start a “wish list” for updating the Board office machines etc.
     	
· PEER REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT:     Dr. Martello notes no activity to report currently.  

· STANDARDS & PRACTICES by Dr. Traxler:   
Continued discussion held on “functional medicine”. Dr. Kruse conducted some research on this topic and contacted National University for information.  Dr. Kruse notes that “functional medicine” is within the scope of practice and therefore does not need inclusion as a “specialty” on the “Specialty Register”.
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· LAW & LEGISLATION: 
· Continued discussion on “Testimonials” language Review” Committee chaired by Dr. Rollette –a “notice of intent” was prepared by Dr. Rollette regarding Section 307; however, the format is not correct.  She will rewrite the rule proposal with input from Dr. Traxler and Dr. Payne.  Matter to be kept on agenda again.
· 2024 Legislature – Update:  The Board’s bill, SB 82, Act 53, goes into effect 08/01/2024.
· Continued discussion on “preceptorships” by Dr. Corbin.   Dr. Corbin will do more research and draft language for the next board meeting.


· TESTING Committee Report:   
· Ms. Oliver notes request received from NBCE for participants in the November administration of the Part IV exam.  Dr. Martello will participate.  Ms. Oliver will submit his name, however the Board is allowed up to 2 participants, so if anyone else is interested, please let her know.
· Ms. Oliver also reports new format of Part IV testing will be utilized in approximately one year.  One centralized testing office will be created to offer testing almost all year round in Greeley, CO. More info to follow.
· Dr. Payne attended the NBCE test writing committee as Board representative.
· Testing report notes from 04/01/2024 to 06/30/2024: 
· 11 applications requested
· 9 licenses issued
· 4 new applications received
· -0- applicants ready for an exam
· -0- applicants pending background reports
· -0- background information rejected by State Police/FBI
· 2 application folders are incomplete
· -0- applications for Board review
· 2 licenses pending issuances due to a lack of license fees paid.

· Background check report review.  
      No background check reports to review currently.

· ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT Committee:  
· Current leave records of Ms. Hebert-Schmidt and Ms. Oliver since the April 2024 board meeting 
were reviewed and approved by Dr. Traxler, and the full Board present reviewed and approved the leave and payroll records of all employees.   Dr. Traxler notes paperwork and leave records are in order and properly documented.  
· Dr. Kruse noted the AOC Committee met to discuss the salary review of Ms. Oliver and added that the committee had forgotten to discuss Ms. Hebert-Schmidt.   Ms. Oliver and Ms. Hebert-Schmidt request this discussion be held in Executive Session. Motion made by Dr. Corbin, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to discuss annual salary review of Ms. Oliver and Ms. Hebert-Schmidt in executive session.  Roll call vote:  Kruse – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Payne – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Corbin – Yes; Martello – Yes.  With 7 yeas, 0 nays, motion passes unanimously.
(---------------------------Executive Session-----------------------------)
Motion made by Dr. Kruse, seconded by Dr. Payne to grant Ms. Hebert-Schmidt a 3% cost of living increase.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
Motino made by Dr. Kruse, seconded by Dr. Traxler, not to grant a cost-of-living increase to Ms. Oliver at this time but to revisit the Oliver salary review in 6 months (January 2025 meeting).  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.
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· OFFICE PERFORMANCE INDICATOR REPORT: Office activity/work product 04/01/2024 – 06/30/2024) 
· Phone calls received:  236
· Licensure Application packets requested & mailed:  11
· New Applications Received w/Fee:  4
· New Applications Ready to Take Test:  10
· New Licenses Issued: 9
· Complaints Filed & Opened: 5
· Complaints closed:  4 
· Complaints Pending: 27
· DC license renewals received & processed: 3 
· DC license renewals returned as “incomplete” or “missing CE”: -0-
· Delinquent license renewal fees paid:  3
· License verifications Requested/Reports Issued Via Mail:  -0-
· License verification ordered online:  211 
· New X-ray certificates issued: 35
· X-ray certs renewed:  257    
· Public records requests:  -0-
· Subpoenas received:  -0-
· Seminars reviewed:  18
· CE locate requests received:  26
· List requests received and processed:  2
· National licensee alerts received and logged:  5
· Peer Review Requests:  -0-
· Dry Needling certificates issued: -0-  
· Duplicate Licenses Issued:  3
· Duplicate Xray Certificates Issued:  -0-
· Duplicate Renewal Vouchers:  -0-
· License Renewal Cards Purchased:  -0-
· Blue Books purchased: -0-
· Minutes Subscriptions:  -0-
· “Travel to Treat” temporary licenses: -0-
· # of Emails Received:  686
· Xerox copies requested:  -0-

·   GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE as received by Ms. Oliver: 
· Notice of LA Department of Justice – Attorney General’s Office – board member training held monthly.
· Information received from FCLB on the outcome of the Vanterpool lawsuit.
· Information received from FCLB regarding the upcoming district 5 meeting.
· Information received from CCE regarding probationary status of Keiser University.

· SEMINAR REVIEW by Dr. Payne:  
Dr. Payne has reviewed 32 seminars since the last meeting.    Motion made by Dr. Payne, seconded by Dr. Corbin to approve the seminar entitled, “Functional Dry Needling – Level 1” for CE.  With no objections, motion carries unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:
Continued discussion on Board’s webpage and its maintenance and development.  The contract proposal in question will cost approximately $7000.00 per month at least for the first year. Dr. Kruse requests that current contracts be investigated to check contract end dates.  

Regarding review of “internship eligibility”, no new information provided by the Board members.
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Continued discussion of contract renewal of Ms. Celia Cangelosi, attorney.  Ms. Oliver was directed to negotiate a new contract for $300.00/hour with a cap of $15,000.00.   Ms. Cangelosi has declined the offer.  Request for renewal of attorney representation contract of Ms. Celia Cangelosi, with new hourly rate of $350.00/hour, as originally submitted.   Motion made by Dr. Kruse, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to approve the contract at the $350.00/hour rate for 07/01/2024 period to 06/30/2025.  With 7 yeas, 0 nay, motion carries unanimously.
Dr. Kruse notes possible search for new attorneys in approximately 2 months. 

Continued discussion on email request received from Caroline Joyco for survey info, regarding “soft tissue mobilization technique and education requirements.  Dr. Kruse states “soft tissue mobilization” is within the scope and advanced training is not mandatory

Regarding current Board Policies, Dr. Kruse notes he wants the full Board to review the current policies and will initiate that discussion for future meeting/s.

Continued discussion by Dr. Kruse on delinquent renewals and policies in place.   Question on whether the Board will open new complaints on last year’s delinquent renewals.  It is determined that any renewal not completed after January 31st annually, will warrant complaint initiation.  This new policy will be added to the Board Policy book.

NEW BUSINESS:
Request from Andrea Madhere, D.C., Baton Rouge, LA, if LA DC’s can provide trigger point injections for pain with proper training/certifications.  Communication will be provided to Dr. Madhere that this is not within the scope of practice.

Ms. Oliver informs the Board that several items need Board discussion that were not on the posted agenda.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Traxler, to include discussion of items not on the agenda at time of posting.  Roll call vote:  Martello – Yes; Rollette – Yes; Traxler – Yes; Corbin – Yes; Payne – Yes; Kruse – Yes.   With 7 yeas, 0 nays.  Motion carries unanimously and agenda is amended.
      Request received from Dillon Hayley, Walker, LA, to accept courses taken for x-ray proficiency certification.  Motion made by Dr. Corbin, seconded by Dr. Payne, to accept courses toward x-ray proficiency certification.  With no objections, motion passes unanimously.
      Draft of proposed 2025 license renewal form prepared and presented by Ms. Oliver.  Only changes noted are fees and dates. Motion made by Dr. Kruse, seconded by Dr. Martello, to approve the form.
     Dr. Martello would like to utilize a postage meter for the Board office mail. Ms. Oliver again reports there is a monthly fee to rent a postage meter, versus simply buying postage as needed.   Matter open for future discussion.
     Dr. Martello would like to have Board representation at the FCLB’s District 5 meeting, to be held in Asheville, NC, in late September.  Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Corbin, to send a maximum of 2 people to the meeting based on items on the agenda.  Ms. Oliver is asked about the cost for conference registration and lodging and reports it is $295.00 per person registration and approximately $200.00/night for lodging/person.  With 1 yea, 5 nays, motion fails.	

Annual Board Elections:
Motion made by Dr. Traxler seconded by Dr. Martello, to nominate Dr. Payne for secretary-treasurer.  With no other nominations being heard, Dr. Payne is Secretary Treasurer by acclamation.
Motion made by Dr. Kruse seconded by Dr. Martello, to nominate Dr. Traxler for vice president. With no other nominations being heard, Dr. Traxler is Vice President by acclamation.
Motion made by Dr. Traxler seconded by Dr. Martello, to nominate Dr. Kruse for re-election as president.  With no other nominations being heard, Dr. Kruse is President by acclamation.

Upcoming Events:
· Annual Xray proficiency certificate renewal due 07/31/2024.
· Next Board Meeting, 10/17/2024, time to be announced. 
· Annual license renewal deadline, 12/31/2024.

Motion made by Dr. Martello, seconded by Dr. Payne, to adjourn.  With no objections, the meeting is adjourned at approximately 11:22 a.m.  
MEETING ADJOURNED 11:17 a.m.





