




ACADIANA REGIONAL JUVENILE JUSTICE DISTRICT
MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 28, 2024 AT 10:00 AM
ST. LANDRY PARISH COUNCIL CHAMBERS
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA  

CALL TO ORDER					

Members in attendance:

	Sheriff Ricky Edwards
	Judge Stan Hardee
	Mr. Armond Schwing
	Jim Doherty (Judge Ret.)
	Pres. Jesse Bellard
	Judge Trey Haik 
	Sheriff Charles Guillory
	Sheriff KP Gibson
	Ms. Tania Washington
	Mr. Chester Cedars

Absent Members:

	Mr. Kent Reed
	
	
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JULY 11, 2024 MEETING

	The Minutes were reviewed and unanimously approved.

DISCUSSION OF ACT 587 AND SUBMISSION OF GRANT APPLICATION TO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE PRIORITY FUNDING COMMISSION

	Trey Haik advised that he was contacted by Secretary Loftin from OJJ. Mr. Loftin advised that the Bunkie facility was not going to be offered to the district. He stated that it was determined to be too large and not appropriate for our needs.

Sarah Gary of the Acadiana Planning Commission reviewed the grant application that was promulgated in connection with Act 587. She advised that the time frame to submit the application was from 9/1/24 - 9/30/24. The scope of criminal justice projects that could apply for the grant was very broad. The Board concluded that the district had no chance of qualifying for grant funding at this point in time.

	KP Gibson made a motion to forego the Act 587 grant application at this time due to lack of qualifications and/or points needed to be successful. The motion carried unanimously.
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	Joey Dominick, Director for the Florida Parishes Juvenile Detention Center, addressed the Board and answered questions. His facility houses approximately 130 juveniles and serves 5 parishes with a population of more than 600,000 people. He advised that his facility contracts for the various services provided to the juveniles such as medical, dental, vocational training, education, etc. The Acadian district has a similar population to the Florida Parishes district.

Grace Hebert architectural firm built their facility and is an expert in this type of construction. The Florida parishes district collects a 3 mills tax which generates approximately $13-14 million per year. He can assist by analyzing the data from OJJ for the 9 parish district so that we can ascertain how many beds should be built initially.

The Board agreed that choosing an election date to place a millage on the ballot would be an effective deadline to work towards while the details regarding size and location are worked out.

LOCATION, DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Sheriff KP Gibson offered to host the next meeting in Crowley, LA. Monday September 23, 2024 at 3 PM was discussed with the Board members and agreed upon for the next meeting date and location. 

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

                 
Approved (date) ______________________By _______________________________






