ACADIANA REGIONAL JUVENILE JUSTICE DISTRICT MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026 AT 10:00 AM
ST. LANDRY PARISH COUNCIL CHAMBERS (OLD CITY MARKET)
131 W. BELLEVUE ST.
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA

CALL TO ORDER 
Members in attendance (7 members present constituted a quorum) 
1. Kenney Courville
2. Armond Schwing
3. Sheriff Ricky Edwards, (Ret.)
4. Judge Jim Doherty, (Ret.)
5. Lt. Oscar West
6. Parish President Jessie Bellard
7. Judge Shaunn Callier-Harden
Absent Members: 
1. Sheriff K.P. Gibson
2. Sheriff Charles Guillory
3. Judge Stanton Hardee
4. Sheriff Becket Breaux
Guests:
1. Andrew Jarreau, Foley & Judell Attorney
2. Joel Thompson, Reporter The Advocate

NOTE: Public Notice of the Meeting was posted by Parish President Jessie Bellard at the place of meeting at 10:00 am on Friday, March 6th, 2026.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 26, 2026 MEETING 
The minutes were reviewed and approved. Motion to approve the Minutes was made by Sheriff Ricky Edwards, (Ret.) and seconded by Kenney Courville. Motion carried unanimously. 

DISCUSSION – PARISH PARTICIPATION AND DISTRICT STATUS
Board members discussed the current status of parish participation in the Acadiana Regional Juvenile Justice District and the impact of potential parish withdrawals on the District’s future plans.

Discussion included concerns regarding the withdrawal of several parishes through pending legislation and the implications this could have on the proposed juvenile detention facility and related tax election.
Members noted that if certain parishes withdraw, the District would need to reevaluate projected revenues, facility size, and potential locations for a regional facility.

Board members also discussed the importance of improving communication with the public regarding the purpose of the proposed facility, emphasizing that the intent is not solely detention but rehabilitation, education, and intervention programs designed to reduce juvenile crime and prevent repeat offenses.

DISCUSSION – UPDATED TAX REVENUE PROJECTIONS
Updated projections for potential sales tax revenue were presented based on the number of parishes remaining in the District.

It was noted that with all nine parishes participating, the projected revenue from a one-cent sales tax was approximately $89 million, while the withdrawal of several parishes could reduce projected revenue to approximately $52 million.

Members acknowledged that the potential reduction in participating parishes would require the District to reassess the scale of the proposed facility and overall project planning.

PUBLIC MEETING – CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION ORDERING AND CALLING A TAX ELECTION
The Board entered into the public meeting portion of the agenda to consider adoption of a resolution ordering and calling a sales and use tax election within the District.

Following discussion regarding ongoing legislative activity and uncertainty surrounding parish participation, Judge Jim Doherty made a motion to table the adoption of the resolution ordering and calling the tax election. The motion was seconded by Armond Schwing.

All in favor signified by saying “I.”

Opposed: None.
Motion carried.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS AND CONCERNS – AMENDMENT OF AGENDA AND CANCELLATION OF ELECTION REQUEST
Judge Jim Doherty, (Ret.) made a motion to amend the agenda to include discussion and action regarding the cancellation of the District’s request for the previously contemplated June 27, 2026 election. The motion was seconded by Judge Shaunn Caillier-Harden.

All in favor signified by saying “I.”
Opposed: None.
Motion carried.

Following the amendment of the agenda, Judge Jim Doherty, (Ret.) made a motion to cancel the District’s request for the June 27, 2026 election. The motion was seconded by Judge Shaunn Caillier-Harden.

Legal counsel advised the Board that taking this action would satisfy the necessary requirements to ensure the proposition would not be placed on the ballot.

All in favor signified by saying “I.”
Opposed: None.
Motion carried.

DISCUSSION – FUTURE ELECTION TIMELINE
Legal counsel advised that a new election timeline could be prepared if the Board chooses to pursue a future election, including a potential November election date, and that a proposed timeline could be developed for Board consideration.

DISCUSSION – PARISH COMMITMENTS
Board members discussed the need for formal commitments from parish governments regarding continued participation in the Acadiana Regional Juvenile Justice District.
At the time of the meeting, commitments to remain in the District had been received from Allen Parish, Jefferson Davis Parish, and St. Landry Parish. Official notifications declining continued participation had been received from Acadia Parish and Evangeline Parish.

Members emphasized the importance of involving parish governing authorities in future discussions regarding the District’s direction, potential financial obligations, and long-term planning.

DISCUSSION – FUTURE BOARD MEETING
A motion was made to schedule the next meeting of the Board for:

Tuesday, May 19, 2026 at 1:30 PM
St. Landry Parish Council Chambers, Opelousas, Louisiana

All in favor signified by saying “I.”
Opposed: None.
Motion carried.

MOTION – AUTHORIZED CHECK SIGNATORY

A motion was made by Kenney Courville and seconded by Armond Schwing to add Kenney Courville of Allen Parish as an authorized signatory on the District’s bank account to replace Sheriff K.P. Gibson.

All in favor signified by saying “I.”
Opposed: None.
Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Sheriff Ricky Edwards, (Ret.) and seconded by Kenney Courville.

All in favor signified by saying “I.”
The meeting was adjourned.
