DELTA BIKE TRAIL
JANUARY 8, 2026
MINUTES
· AT 2:00 P.M. BOARD CHAIR KENDALL THOMPSON CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER, OFFERED PRAYER, AND LED THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

· ROLL CALL WAS CONDUCTED. BOARD COMMISSIONERS PRESENT WERE CONNIE BETTS, DOTD; DORETHA COOK, DISTRICT 21; CORNELL L. LEWIS, CONCORDIA PARISH POLICE JURY; JOHNNY HUGHES, MADISON PARISH POLICE JURY.

· OTHERS PRESENT WERE DR. JIMMY JONES, DBTC; DENNIS HYMEL, JR., CRESCENT ENGINEERING; BRIAN NUNES, DOTD; LAURA RIGGS, DOTD; DAVE WILSON, III, MADISON PARISH POLICE JURY; JERRY HICKS, MADISON PARISH POLICE JURY.

· JOHNNY HUGHES MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA; CORNELL LEWIS GAVE THE SECOND. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

· THERE WAS NO PUBLIC COMMENT.

· JOHNNY HUGHES MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 9, 2025, MINUTES; CORNELL LEWIS GAVE THE SECOND. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

· DR. JONES REPORTED EVERYTHING IS COMPLIANT REGARDING FY 2025-26 STATE OF LOUISIANA CEA AUTHORIZATON,

·  JOHNNY HUGHES MADE MOTION TO APPROVE DBTC BUDGET. DORETHA COOK GAVE THE SECOND. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

· THERE WAS NO NEW OPERATIONS REPORT.

· WITH OVER 400 ATTENDEES AND GREAT POSITIVE FEEDBACK, THE SUSTAINIBILITY CONFERENCE WAS DEEMED SUCCESSFUL AND WORTHWHILE.

· DENNIS HYMEL, JR. GAVE GRANT UPDATE. PUBLIC MEETINGS FOR BIKE TRAIL FEASIBILITY STUDY ARE COMPLETE, AND WORK IS ONGOING TO ADDRESS PUBLIC COMMENTS. 

REGARDING RECREATIONAL TRAILS: AWARD LETTER RECEIVED FROM LOUISIANA TRAILS OFFICE APPROPRIATIING $130,000 (TO BE USED FOR PLANNING AND FEASIBILITY) PER PARISH FOR CONCORDIA, EAST CARROLL, AND MADISON. SOLICITATION OF VIEWS NEEDED FROM THREE ENTITIES. BRIAN NUNES ASKED TO RECEIVE INFORMATION FROM HUNT, GULLIOT & ASSOCIATES (HGA). 

W ORK IS BEING DONE TO DETERMINE TRAIL SEGMENTATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF CONSTRUCTION AND WILL BE REPORTED TO DOTD. A REPORT TO THE COMMISSION PROBABLY WILL BE GIVEN BY LATE SUMMER. 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS STUDY WAS SLOWED DUE TO THE GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN.

· RESOLUTION 2026-01 CEA AUTHORIZATION WAS APPROVED. CORNELL LEWIS MADE THE MOTION. CONNIE BETTS GAVE THE SECOND. THE MOTION PASS UNANIMOUSLY.

· JOHNNY HUGHES MADE MOTION TO ADJOURN. DORETHA COOK GAVE THE SECOND.

· MEETING ADJOURNED AT 3:30 P.M.

NEXT MEETING APRIL 9 @ 2:00 P.M.
