Delta Economic Research & Sustainability District
Board Meeting Notes

The meeting was called to order by C. Travis Johnson at 2:03 p.m. The role was done by Ashley Skipper.

Board Members present:
C.Travis Johnson – Rep 21
Carl Olds- Mayor of St.Joseph 
Johnny Hughes – City of Tallulah
Kendal Thompson-East Carroll Police Jury
Ashley Skipper- Town of Ferriday Mayor
Jay Lasoyne- City of Vidalia Mayor
Cornell Lewis-Concordia Parish Police Jury
Dave Wilson-Madison Police Jury
Robert James Lee-Village of Clayton Mayor
Jarrod Bottley-Mayor of Waterproof 
Jerry Hicks-Madison Parish Police Jury
Dagne Hill- Grambling State

Quorum was established and prayer was led by Robert James Lee then followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

There were no Public Comments at this time.
The motion was made by C. Travis Johnson and second by Robert James Lee for minutes from January 7,2026.
Financial Report 
Dr. Jones presented the Q1 financial report, including beginning balances, ending balances, expenses, and attached bank statements. He reported that the CEA has been submitted to the State Treasurer’s Office and that the district is awaiting release of ne appropriation. 
The board requested that future financial reports include an itemized list of expenditures so members can clearly review spending. 
A motion was made to table approval of the financials until the next meeting. The motion was made by Cornell Lewis and second by Ashley Skipper. 

District Director’s Report
Dr. Jones provided updates on current and pending grants: 
USDOT Safe Streets Grant - $250,000 The agreement was received and signed on April 8, 2026. The district is awaiting the Notice to proceed.
USDOT Thriving Communities Grant- $55,000 The grant concluded in March, it supported personal capacity building and marketing. The district was recognized as a top recipient alongside Syracuse and is expected to move into Phase II.
USDOT Innovative Finance and Asset Concession Grant - $1,000,000 Submitted in December for the Ferriday area, including downtown hotel development and right-of-way acquisition planning. The district is awaiting a federal response. 
EPA Brownfields Coalition Grant- $ 1,500,000 Submitted in January with support from Terracon Engineering, Louisiana DEQ, ULM and parish partners. The grant focuses on redevelopment commercial blighted properties across the four-parish region. 
Department of Education STEM Grant - $2,000,000 Submitted to support the Delta STEM & AI Academy and active MOU’s with all four school districts. 
USDA Workforce and Housing Grant-$500,000 Submitted for workforce development and housing efforts focused on the Tallulah area. 
Department of Labor Youth Build Grant-$2,000,000 Submitted in partnership with East Carroll Housing Authority to support youth construction training, housing abatement, and workforce development.
NBA STEM& AI Grant   Submitted in collaboration with the New Orleans Pelicans to support the Delta STEM & AI Institute.
T-Mobile Delta Food Network System Grant - $50,000 Submitted to support hydroponic initiatives, fresh food markets,21st Century Workforce Development, and the Delta Grows program.

Agenda Amendment to add Louisiana DOTD Grant for the Downtown Ferriday area. The motion was made by C. Travis Johnson and seconded by Robert James Lee, passed unanimously.
The District Director reported that it was awarded a $750,000 Louisiana DOTD grant for the Downtown Ferriday Entertainment District. The grant will support vertical and horizontal construction, traffic control, infrastructure improvement, concrete work, and downtown redevelopment. 

It also was noted that Ferriday is serving as a pilot model for rural downtown revitalization that can later be replicated in Tallulah, St. Joseph, Lake Providence, and other communities in the district. 

U.S Senator Bill Cassidy Appropriation Request
The board discussed a $3,000,000 federal appropriation request submitted to Senator Bill Cassidy’s office. The request is intended to support broader regional development across the district. 
It was noted that the District has maintained good standing since its creation in 2021 and has demonstrated strong capacity through grants, audits, partnerships, and regional programming.
University Reports
Louisiana Tech University 
Continued support for the Delta Grows program and hydroponic centers.
Southern University 
Southern University is providing sustainability credentialing courses for students and adults , including hydroponic farming training. 
LSU Center for Energy Studies 
The board discussed legislation to replace LSU AgCenter with LSU Center for Energy Studies on the board. LSU’s energy work and recent NSF funding were highlighted.

University of Louisiana Monroe
ULM is assisting with EPA Brownfields redevelopment work, including property identification and longitude / latitude data.

Delta Food Network 
This is the Second year of the Delta food network. The program works with 21st Century Workforce Development and Delta grows to support farmers, hydroponics, and fresh food systems. The goal is to have at least 50 farmers resourced and ready by next year.  

Delta STEM & AI Institute
The Delta STEM & AI institute remains one of the District’s most active initiatives . The District has active MOU’s with all four school districts and is serving more than 200 students .

DOTD Resolution
A motion was made to approve a resolution by Jarrod Bottley and seconded by Kendal Thompson passed unanimously.
Adjourn 
A motion for meeting to adjourn was made by Ashley Skippper and Seconded by Jarrod Bottley .










 



