Louisiana Domestic Violence Prevention Commission Minutes
Friday, November 14, 2014, 1-3 pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. Fourth St., room 1-125, Baton Rouge, LA. 

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Commission Chair Kim Sport called the meeting to order at 10:15 am.
II. Roll Call & Introductions   
	Members Present


Hon. Bradley R. Burget

Charmaine Caccioppi

Rutha Chatwood

Tommy Clark Jr. 

Hon. Scott Gardener

Ramona Harris

Cordelia Heaney

Kim Lacour

Mary Claire Landry

Beth Meeks, Secretary

Jee Park (proxy for Derwyn Bunton)

Kim Sport, Chair

Craig Webre

Hon. Lisa Woodruff-White


	Members Absent

Dianne Meaux Broussard

Tracy Dahmer Farris

Phillip Durham

Rep. Helena Moreno

Amy Zapata




III. Introductions
· Quorum was established 

IV. Approval of the Minutes

· The October 17, 2014 minutes draft, with minor edits, was approved. 
V. Work Group Reports on Priorities & Timelines

1. Data, Needs Assessment, & Best Practices Group: Mary Claire Landry, Chair 
1) Priorities and Timeline: Initial completion on 1 and 2 by June 30, 2014
· Mary Claire Landry plans on using Loyola University students collect data for the work group starting in January. Beth Meeks would like to include Rob Cancer in a work group sub-group. 
a. Data Collection and Needs Assessment: In all 64 Parishes

i. State of the State Assessment - Criminal Justice/Civil 

Collection of public data across each of the 64 parishes primarily focusing on the criminal justice response as it relates to police response, arrests, prosecutions, convictions and sentencing 

Collection of public data across each of the 64 parishes primarily focusing on civil legal remedies:  Temporary Restraining Orders (TRO’S), Protective Orders, Consent Agreements, and Mutual Injunctions

Analysis of the data to determine what the data informs

b. Data Collection and Research:
i. From a Public Health Perspective – Office of Public Health

Identify Outcomes to be determined ???

1. Risk exposure for children 

2. Development of health screenings and protocols

3. Short and Long term health risks for victims

4. Statewide policies related to domestic violence

5. Service delivery system (DV Programs and others)

6. Identifying national best practices
· The group discussed how it would like to look at cultural and systemic factors that may be helping/connecting victims to services, and/or impeding them for accessing assistance or maintaining levels of violence 
c. Longer Time Frame for Completion:

i. Batterer’s Intervention Programs – Statewide Certification Program – Year 2

1. Operated under the La. Coalition Against Domestic Violence

ii. Analysis of current government and private funding streams 
· The group discussed the need to find mays to make the case for more state funds to the legislature 
iii. Identification of potential other funding streams 

1. Role in Affordable Health Care Act

iv. Analysis of Funding Investment – 

1. What will it take to make La. a healthier and safer state for its citizens?

2. What are the most effective investment of dollars?

v. Non-licensed or funded service providers in the state?

1. Identification and monitoring?? 
2) State of the State Assessment
a. Domestic  Violence Homicide Rate:

i. Demographics

ii. Method 

iii. Percentage that had a protective order in place

iv. Percentage that had multiple victims (related or otherwise) 

1. Fatal

2. Non-fatal

3. Percentage where children witnessed the event or at the scene
· Collecting this data will be a priority for the report due Feb. 1, 2015.
b. Police Response: 

i. Calls for service

ii. Number of arrests

iii. Number of outstanding warrants

c. Prosecution Response:

i. Number of Cases Screened

ii. Accept/Reject Ratio

iii. Disposition:

· Pleadings

· Diversion

· Convictions (Misdemeanors, felonies, enhancements, murder)

· Sentences

d.  Civil Protective Orders: 

i. Number and types of TRO’s and Protective Orders - LPR

ii. Number of TRO’s Dismissed and Why

1. Dismissed by the Judge

2. Requested by the petitioner

3. Unable to get service

4. Parties did not show up for hearing

5. Other

a. Analysis of the data (compared trends with criminal justice data) 

e. Service Provision:

i. D. V. Programs serving the parish

ii. Range of services available

iii. Funding allocations

iv. Identification of populations served 

v. Underserved populations or demographics

vi. What is currently working in the state?

2. Law Review Group: Kim Sport
1) GWEN’S LAW: (The Ouachita Parish public defender's office says the mandatory five-day holding period infringes on a suspect's rights. Several public defenders tell KTBS 3 News the law creates unnecessary paperwork and slows down the court system.  Must also address concerns with STOP funding and the lethality assessment). Judge Gardner, Brad Burget & Derwyn Bunton should be part of the subcommittee to address this issue.  Action & Timeline:  Follow pending lawsuit and prepare necessary amendments and vet for introduction in 2015 legislative session.  
· Judge Gardner shared his Act 318  Hearing Protocol document with the group
2) SURRENDUR/STORAGE/3RD PARTY TRANSFER OF FIREARMS: Current law prohibits the possession of firearms during DV protective orders and for 5 years following a DAB sentence. Sheriff Webre, Chief Clark, the ATF will be on the subcommittee. Kim Sport will research other states’ laws. Action & Timeline: Research, draft & vet implementation legislation for introduction in 2015 legislative session.  
3) REVISION & CLARIFICATION OF 2014 LEGISLATION: Prepare comprehensive and consistent definitions of domestic abuse/domestic violence;  retroactivity of exemplary damages statute when action is barred by interspousal immunity; address same sex, cohabitation, and dating violence issues; clarify weekly DAIP sessions (and address travel hardships in rural areas);  consider stalking & cyberstalking in DV definition; clarify burden of proof for TRO vs. PO; and assessment of immediate divorce fees for DV immediate divorce proceedings. Kim Sport will lead this subcommittee and will work with JP Morrell, Helena Moreno, Beth Meeks and legislative attorneys  to draft legislation for the commission’s consideration and approval. Action & Timeline:  Research, draft & vet legislation for introduction in 2015 session. 

4) PROTECTIVE ORDER FORMS:  Consider simplification and reduction of number of POs. Make sure language conforms to federal and state dispossession of firearm statutes.  Romana Harris with the LA Supreme Court/LPOR will lead this subcommittee. Action: Recruit  appropriate subcommittee member and expedite firearm dispossession PO forms. 

5) HOUSING/EVICTION:  Charmaine will work with Mary Claire Landry and Beth Meeks to address issues and form subcommittee to address deficiencies in the 2014 legislation which failed to pass.  Add Monika Gerhart of Fair Housing Action Center to be on subcommittee. 

6) NEW:  Sheriff Webre has suggested a training certification for specialized DV law enforcement officers. Also consider inclusion of State Police who handle DV cases in rural areas. 

7) TRANSFER TO BEST PRACTICES GROUP: Certification process for DAIP programs.   (Consider Joan Baker and Jo Ballanco for subcommittee members.). 

8) ADVOCACY:  Charmaine will coordinate advocacy efforts for any 2015 legislative proposals.  

9) JUDICIAL ISSUES:  In addition to Gwen’s Law, must address methodology to allow judges to check for prior protective orders and criminal history. 
· The group discussed the Kenner case of a prosecutor, Christopher Weddle, who is running a 16-week counseling diversion program, which violates the new law requiring 26-week counseling programs, as well as possibly being a conflict of interest, and asked that the Law Review Group work on this  
3. Law Implementation & Training Group: Rutha Chatwood, Chair
Priorities and Timeline
1) Needs Assessment
i. Statewide electronic records system for law enforcement and court records

ii. Imprisoned women or men who are found to be domestic violence victims

1. Collection of data for such cases to determine if actually self-defense

2. Consider an amnesty program, if founded

iii. Safe spaces for victims at court

1. Title 46 enforcement issues
iv. Domestic violence-related child abuse

1. Best practices

2. Protective orders

3. Children’s code as related to DCFS policies

4. Mandatory reporting requirements

· The Group discussed the Needs Assessment action items, and concluded that the statewide electronic records system and child abuse topics were higher priority action items than the imprisoned women and court safe spaces items   

2)  Training Needs
i. Additional training for Law Enforcement, Attorneys & Judges

ii. Guidance for discouraging victims from dropping charges and issuance of protection orders

iii. Dual arrests

iv. Criminal justice officials involved in domestic violence cases as perpetrators
· Cordelia Heaney shared that the La. Women’s Policy & Research Commission is currently focusing its domestic violence-related policy recommendations on dual arrests and legal training needs for advocates, and is open to aligning more recommendations with those of the Domestic Violence Prevention Commission, if there are priority recommendations this commission would like support from other Commissions on. 
3) Data collection on Temporary Restraining Orders and Protective Orders- this list of interests was moved to the Data, Needs Assessment, & Best Practices Group
4) Policy & Protocol

i. Develop method to discourage victims form dropping charges- group agreed methods would need to avoid being punitive or coercive of the victim. Lisa Woodruff-White suggested one idea could be something like requiring that victims physically come to court to agree to dismissal, and meet with a victims advocate before agreeing to a dismissal.

ii. Consideration of implementation of domestic violence courts – since some communities are already doing this, this is a lower priority than other section action items

iii. Diversion programs- federal prohibitions may deter consideration of this item

iv. Implementation of standard policy for criminal justice officials’ involvement, as perpetrators, in domestic violence cases

v. Best practices for pre-hearing dismissals

1. Implement prosecution without victims
VI. February 1, 2015 Commission Report

· The group agreed that work would begin on writing the 2014 report, and that Work Groups must submit their section drafts to Cordelia Heaney by December 7 

VII. Public Comment

· There was no additional comment.
VIII. Adjourn
· Meeting adjourned at 3:05 pm.
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