Louisiana Domestic Violence Prevention Commission Minutes
Friday, October 17, 2014, 10 am - 12 pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. Fourth St., room 1-129, Baton Rouge, LA. 

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Commission Chair Kim Sport called the meeting to order at 10:15 am.
II. Roll Call & Introductions
Members Present


Hon. Bradley R. Burget

Charmaine Caccioppi

Rutha Chatwood

Tommy Clark Jr. 
Phillip Durham (proxy: Don Davenport)
Hon. Scott Gardener

Ramona Harris
Cordelia Heaney

Kim Lacour

Mary Claire Landry

Beth Meeks, Secretary (proxy: Kim Clement)
Rep. Helena Moreno

Kim Sport, Chair
Craig Webre

Hon. Lisa Woodruff-White

Amy Zapata

Members Absent

Dianne Meaux Broussard

Derwyn Bunton 

Tracy Dahmer Farris

III. Introductions
· Quorum was established 

IV. Approval of the Minutes

· The September 19, 2014 minutes draft, with minor edits, was approved. 

V. Work Group Assignments & Issues

· Chair Kim Sport reviewed the three commission work groups and their major areas of focus, which were collected from the Commission’s September meeting and divided into three work groups.
1. Data, Needs Assessment, & Best Practices Group


Members: Mary Claire Landry, Amy Zapata, Beth Meeks, Cordelia Heaney, Kim 
Lacour, Helena 
Moreno, Rutha Chatwood

· Statewide needs assessment- finding grants; it may be difficult to collect data/conduct a needs assessment by the Feb. ‘2015 report.
· Methods to better serve traditionally underserved groups (women of color, immigrant women, LGBT, men)

· Same-sex domestic violence victims and alimony. Kim Sport explained that currently alimony can be terminated in civil proceedings if the former spouse can be shown to be now cohabitating with a same-sex partner, but same-sex cohabitation is not recognized in La. law for the purposes of defining criminal domestic violence charges.  
· Assistance for high-income victims, who still may not have control of their finances

· The need for more domestic violence-related funding

· Domestic violence assessments as part of the Affordable Care Act

· Workforce training and financial literacy for victims

· Mary Claire Landry spoke to the need for more advocates and other services rather than just shelter beds for victims – shelter is only accessed by 5% of victims on average. In New Orleans a new initiative has been started where recent Tulane University law students will work with victims to provide additional civil services.  
· Ways to work with non-traditional actors for prevention, like public defender officers, who have been successful assisting with other issues like addiction

· Pre-term births and other long-term health risks from domestic violence; exploring new methods to conduct outreach to pregnant domestic violence victims; ways to train pediatricians

· Shelter programs not certified by DCFS, LCLE or DHH

2. Law Review Group


Members: Kim Sport, Helena Moreno, Bradley Burget, Derwyn Bunton, Charmaine Caccioppi, 
Ramona Harris, Phillip Durham, Craig Webre

· Crafting a consistent definition of domestic violence throughout Louisiana laws, both criminal and civil

· Incorporating LGBT individuals in the definition of relationships

· Firearms and stalking convictions; surrender or storage of firearms. Federal language differs from state language.
· La. Protective Order Registry forms – need for the different types to have consistent language. Right now there are 21 different types of orders of protection, this can be confusing. 
· Also, how to protect the privacy of the victim’s home while stipulating where the perpetrator can’t go. 

· Exemplary damages bill - doesn’t apply retroactively; interspousal immunity has previously been a roadblock. 
· Domestic violence intervention programs – need perpetrators to be required to attend once a week instead of trying to accelerate the process by attending multiple sessions in one week to meet the 26 session legal requirement. 
· Housing and eviction issues for domestic violence survivors: need legislation to help victims get out of leases if they need to move to get away from an abuser; keep a victim form being evicted for repeat 911 calls to their home.
· The need to require perpetrators be responsible for divorce-related court fees 

· “Gwen’s Law” and lethality assessments – this law needs to be refined. 
· Difficulties that rural parishes face were discussed. 
· State police need to be involved in these discussions.

· Could some of the questions in lethality assessments be used to unfairly incriminate the accused perpetrator.

· Aggravated assault is a misdemeanor in La., in most states it is a felony

· Craig Webre suggested that a smaller group of police officers may need to be the focus of special lethality assessment-related trainings rather than expecting to train all La. police on conducting assessments. 

· Court “must” conduct lethality assessments by the law

· The need for Batterers Intervention Programs to have a certification process 

· The burden of proof needs to be fixed in law (Title 46) in relation to TROs and POs

· The need for a legal exception that allows judges to check for previous protective orders

· Stalking and cyber-stalking: need to connect it to domestic violence in the law 
3. Law Implementation & Training Group


Tommy Clark, Rutha Chatwood,  Diane Broussard, Phillip Durham, Tracy Dahmer Farris, Scott 
Gardner, Ramona Harris, Beth Meeks, Lisa Woodruff-White

· Developing a state-wide electronic records system for law enforcement & court records

· Need for data on protective orders and their outcomes: LPR does not know how often protective orders are violated
· Imprisoned women who are domestic violence victims; need for La. amnesty programs like some other states have. Some victims were given poor counsel, or did not get to use a domestic violence defense. Women who murder men (even sometimes if they are their abuser) tend to get longer prison terms than men do for killing a female partner. We could look into working on this issue with the pardoning board. 
· The need for more training for attorneys and judges

· The need for safe spaces at court for victims

· The need to identify best practices for pre-hearing dismissals

· Best practices for domestic violence-related child abuse, protective orders, and the children’s code as they relate to DCFS policies and state mandatory reporting policies.
· Family Court, and the need for access to information on children who are domestic violence victims

· The need for a mandate that the serving of protective orders be reported

· Data on dropped protective orders and educational methods to discourage them

· Exploring implementing domestic violence courts

· Diversion programs and the federal prohibitions to them

· Officer-involved domestic violence -  the need for implementation of a standard policy for all sheriffs and police departments 

· Dual arrests

VI. Work Group Break-Out Discussions

· The three work groups had individual discussions for the remainder of the meetings on their priorities and timelines, as well as possible subcommittees.

· Chairs: the Data, Needs Assessment, and Best Practices Group selected Mary Claire Landry as its chair; the Law Review Group selected Craig Webre; the Law Implementation Group selected Rutha Chatwood.

VII. Public Comment

· There was no additional comment.
VIII. Adjourn
· Meeting adjourned at 12:05 pm.
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