Louisiana Domestic Violence Prevention Commission Minutes
Monday, March 23, 2015, 1-3 pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. Fourth St., room 1-127, Baton Rouge, LA. 

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Commission Chair Kim Sport called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm.
II. Roll Call 
	Members Present


Charmaine Caccioppi
Rutha Chatwood

Tommy Clark Jr. 
Kim Clement (proxy for Beth Meeks)

Tracy Dahmer Farris

Ramona Harris
Cordelia Heaney
Jerry L. Jones

Becki Kondkar
Mary Claire Landry

Rep. Helena Moreno

Jee Park (proxy for Derwyn Bunton)
Kim Sport, Chair
	Members Absent

Dianne Meaux Broussard

Phillip Durham
Hon. Scott Gardener
Craig Webre
Hon. Lisa Woodruff-White
Amy Zapata



III. Introductions
· Quorum was established, and a moment of silence was had for the passing of commission member Sami Riley. 

IV. Approval of the Minutes

· The January 12, 2015 minutes were approved without edits. 
V. DV Perpetrators and Firearms Divestiture Discussion: Sheriff Webre

· Lt. Valerie Martinez is the point-person for an internal working group looking at state-wide possible policy changes; working with chiefs of police and Attorney General’s Office.
· They are looking at models used in Seattle, WA, and hope to have new procedures in place for this summer. 

· Most will be procedural changes that the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement can manage, but there are two sticking points that could require legislation: 1) on the front end, requiring law enforcement agencies to accept firearms, and 2) on the back end, that a judge or tribunal be required to authorize the release of weapons.
· Jerry Jones recommended that LA 9510.C should be examined, which covers misdemeanor continuation of domestic violence battery and the right to a jury trial, as should the deadbeat parenting act.  
VI. Upcoming Domestic Violence-Related Bills 
1. Sen. Broome is working on 2 bills relating to DV this session
· One bill would keep victims from being evicted from private rental properties. Charmaine Caccioppi said that United Way supports this bill.
· The second bill would prohibit suspension of sentences in certain DV cases, rather than substituting the completion of batterer intervention programs. The group discussed how to tweak this in order to still require convicted perpetrators to complete batterer intervention programs.
2. Rep. Moreno is working on one DV bill for this upcoming legislative session that has multiple components. Among the major areas of focus, her bill would:
· change the definition of serious bodily injury in 2nd Degree Battery to add a clear strangulation definition;
· include family & household members and dating partners as victims of DAB; 
· require the batterer intervention programs to last at least 26 weeks (avoiding fast-tracking the program);

· change the definition so that any offence with force or the threat of use of force, including stalking,  would be considered domestic violence;

· increase penalties for violations of protective orders;

· increase the maximum term of incarceration to one year for a second violation of protective orders even without force, and make it with or without hard labor;

· bar convicted stalkers from carrying firearms and having the right to carry concealed weapons; and

· require fingerprinting for DV multiple offenders at the municipal level.   

· Ramona Harris said that consolidating the relationship definitions would make it easier to make the Louisiana Protective Order Registry (LPOR) forms consistent.

· Becki Kondkar suggested looking at a new definition for stalking, and a new penalty for a stalking misdemeanor to avoid a Duncan Misdemeanor.
3. Kim Sport is working on bills based on the Commission’s 2014-15 report, in conjunction with the United Way; at this time they are still looking for legislators to author these bills. Bills would focus on:
· clarifying the definition of ‘Domestic Abuse;’
· changing the remoteness in time element of the definition of imminent danger in temporary restraining orders;

· making changes for protective orders in civil cases to address remoteness of time;

· enabling access to immediate divorces even if the abuse occurred prior to the new 2014 statute;

· making court costs the responsibility of the abuser  if an immediate divorce is granted; 
· clarifying the domestic abuse assistance act to clarify definitions of cohabitation, including length of time;
· fixing exemplary damages bill to allow spouses barred by interspousal immunity to recover for any injurious act during the marriage; and

· recognizing and defining what a family justice center (FJC) is in Louisiana, and ways an FJC can allow different member agencies can share information regarding a client without violating confidentiality.
VII. Discussion on Females Convicted for Homicide of their Abuser 
· Audience member Anna Mahoney from the Newcomb College Institute at Tulane University shared with the group that they are putting a study group together to research clemency options for these women. In the 1990s there were 15-20 cases in Louisiana. New York, Ohio, Michigan, and Maryland are working on this issue.

· Becki Kondkar suggested that clemency might also be an option. Audience member Barbara Davidson from LPOR shared that this idea had been pursued unsuccessfully on in the 1990s, with the goal of having the 15-20 cases reheard by parole boards, since when many of these women had been convicted they couldn’t present information about their abuse during trial and had pled guilty with a mandatory life sentence to avoid the death penalty. New research would be needed to see how many incarcerated women this would affect now in the state.  
VIII. Public Comment
· The group discussed the need for members to review bills with the organizations they represent prior to the start of the 2015 state legislative session on April 13. Chair Kim Sport agreed to set another commission meeting date prior to the start of session to address feedback on potential bills based on the commission’s 2014-15 report.
IX. Adjourn
· Meeting adjourned at 3 pm. 
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