LOUISIANA STATE 

WRESTLING & BOXING COMMISSION
MINUTES

NOVEMBER 13, 2013

BATON ROUGE, LA

1) ATTENDEES:  
ALVIN TOPHAM (A.T.)
BUDDY EMBANATO (B.E.) 
JOHN GREEN, JR. (J.G.) 
PATRICK MCGINITY (P.M.) 
DR. THOMAS FERGUSON (T.F.) 
HAROLD WILLIAMS (H.W.) 
BOBBY DUPRE (B.D.) – ABSENT – WORK OBLIGATIONS

RUSSELL NAQUIN – DEP. COMMISSIONER (R.N.)

   ADDIE FIELDS (A.F.) ACCT


2) MINUTES:
BE moves to approve minutes; TF seconds; passed all ayes. BE moves to pay bills; TF seconds;

TF asks about Risk Mgt issue; PM would like to discuss in Executive Session.


3) INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:
Regis Prograis (sic)
Lorenzo Williams, atty for Regis P.
4) LICENSE APPLICATIONS/RENEWALS:  None

5) OLD BUSINESS: 

On tracking Licenses:  Open discussion on different ways to track licenses issued at different locales, etc.  Best solution:  deposit slips turned into Addie monthly will notate and break out license fees from other deposits.  Addie will track number of licenses issued through G/L for year end total.

On Title amendments, new and old rules:  All agreed to review in depth the report submitted by Addie on suggested changes/edits/rules.  The following was agreed upon in general but will be confirmed at later rules meeting:
1. A new rule requiring drug testing at the discretion of the commission; types of drugs/minimum and maximum fines/suspensions to be researched and discussed.

2. Promulgate a rule to issue permits at no cost to amateur MMA fighters in order to provide protections for promoters against “no-shows” and consequences for those who abuse their privileges as amateur fighters.  Consequences/suspensions/probations to be decided.
3. Amend blood testing rule to submit blood results within 7 days of a bout; blood tests to be renewed annually, perhaps at yearly licensure; new fighters or fighters from other states blood results must not be older than 12 months. Research ways to track renewals of blood tests.

4. Commission will review medical forms submitted by Dr. Ferguson (with concentration on post-fight “Release Against Medical Advice”; they will be edited/amended to commission’s approval, in Word document form by Addie.  They can then be posted on the commission website and Addie will add an appendix of forms to the Title.  Medical Release language can possibly be added to license application forms.  Dr. Ferguson is still trying to get a general consensus from his peers on what pre-fight physicals should or should not include; under evaluation.
5. Add bond application forms to website and title.

B.E. states on the record he has no objection to amending rule requiring blood tests every 6 mos. to annual.

6) NEW BUSINESS:

Regis Prograis (sic) represented by attorney Lorenzo Williams; has a contract issue with a no-show fighter, Mr. Menninger; did not give any reason; had to scramble to find a another fighter; asks that this fighter be suspended. Did suffer some monetary damages. J.G. had forwarded all the information to all members. B.E. said normally with no-shows (and he gets a copy of contracts before the show), he usually suspends fighter until he makes reparations to a promoter's losses for his no-show.

B.E. waits for the promoter to let him know if fighter should be off suspension. In this case, this fighter never showed to get his license, therefore he is not licensed by this commission, and since he's not licensed, other states are not obligated to abide by the suspension. It would only be an administrative suspension good in LA only. We abide by neighboring states admin suspensions but they're not legally bound to do it; only as a courtesy...J.G. moves that we suspend Mr. Menninger indefinitely, have it entered into FightFax and T.F. seconds; passed, all ayes. B.E. will enter into FightFax before we leave the meeting

T.F: B.E. said for this gentlemen to get off suspension he had to make the promoter whole...how much money were you out of?

Mr. P had to pay the new fighter a little more; but his client was not out any money; but this was a promoter paid fight so Mr. Williams' client was not out any $$. He got paid by the promoter all his rightful funds. The promoter may be out funds but he will have to contact us himself....

B.E. calls and speaks to matchmaker for the no show event and they were out $400; agreed that if fighter pays this fine, he can fight in TX this weekend. B.E. will note on Fightfax to see LA commission for details.

B.E. moves that we fine Menninger $400 and when received, the commission will repay Mr. Bonnano and suspension will be lifted; P.M. seconds; all ayes.
7) PREVIOUS SHOWS: 


MMA show 10/11 at Belle of BR; well attended; all good...boxing show there on 11/30.
Rich Clementi had Slidell show; Addison in Shreveport, both well attended. Black tie on 10/23 Petroleum Club in Shreveport was well attended.
11/2 in Port Allen was cancelled....last Friday night At Harrah's, Impastato; pretty good crowd....decent fights; 
8) FUTURE SHOWS: 
             11/30 Belle of Baton Rouge, Boxing
11/16 Justin Verdin in LaRose, MMA show
Felix Paloma 12/7 in Gonzales, Kim Addison 12/14 in Shreveport; both MMA
11/23 - wrestling Laf by Gil Guillory
11/7 Boxing @ Evangeline Downs, Chad Broussard

BE: Charenton show cancelled.
9) EXECUTIVE SESSION:
B.D.  moves to adjourn to executive session as per LRS 42.6.1A(2) to discuss pending litigation; B.E. seconds; passed, all ayes.  
10) NEXT MEETING DATE & ADJOURNMENT:

Next meeting set for Jan. 9th; be prepared for lots of applications for new year. B.E. moves to adjourn; BD seconds; meeting adjourned. 
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