
LOUISIANA STATE 

WRESTLING & BOXING COMMISSION
MINUTES

MARCH 12, 2014

BATON ROUGE, LA
1) ATTENDEES:  
ALVIN TOPHAM (A.T.)
BUDDY EMBANATO (B.E.) 
JOHN GREEN, JR. (J.G.) 
PATRICK MCGINITY (P.M.) 
DR. THOMAS FERGUSON (T.F.) 
HAROLD WILLIAMS (H.W.) 
BOBBY DUPRE (B.D.) 

       RUSSELL NAQUIN – DEP. COMMISSIONER (R.N.)

      ADDIE FIELDS (A.F.) ACCT

2) MINUTES:
T.F. moves to accept minutes as written; B.E. seconds; passed, all ayes.
B.E. moves to pay payroll & bills; A.T. needs new copier. T.F. moves for A.T. to purchase whatever copier/fax/scanner he requires to fulfill his duties; B.D. seconds; passed, all ayes.

3) LICENSE APPLICATIONS
Gill Guillory:  renew MMA promoter license; B.D. moves; T.F. seconds. Gill is well known; puts on good shows; bond status:  renewal 7/13/14.
Legacy Fighting represented by Mick Maynard; applying for MMA promoter license; does shows in TX and wants to show in LA;  A.T. has heard a lot of good things about his organization and is in good standing with the TX commission; at present negotiating a deal with the Horseshoe Casino in Bossier City, LA...would like to get date at this time pending receipt of bond and other documentation...B.E. reviews bond requirements, etc., applying in Legacy name; B.E. moves to accept application pending bond & pmt of fee.  H.W. seconds; passed, all ayes.  Looking @ a June (20th) date...He will contact A.T. when he firms dates.

Boxing Licenses:
In Your Face: Shannon Folse; MMA on 29th; has $500 ck for license only and can't apply for date yet, but urges renewal acceptance.

Vance McAllister wants to transfer his license to Joey Hickson...has $500 ck.; needs to forward bond...promoters, mainly boxing but some MMA.  Has submitted financials, just waiting on bond.

B.E. requests we accept these renewals; J.G. moves to accept all pending bonds, T.F. seconds, passed all ayes.

B.E. received application for a wrestling fighter license from South Carolina and another from Eunice.  We've told them many times that we don't grant licenses over the phone, only in person at shows or meetings.  B.E. moves J.G. return their cks and applications with a letter explaining such; T.F. seconds. passed, all ayes.

On Bonds:  AT received a $5k ck from Alan Gray for his bond.  Bond was deposited into our Bond account @ Capital One.  Received one from Ascend; Mark Vaughn sent his in from last month's app; Les Bonnano and Felix Paloma also sent in their bonds.  Bad Chad Productions also sent his in (Broussard)....P.M. asks how do we know that unsavory characters aren't getting licenses/bonds under corporate name?  OPEN DISCUSSION...

4) UPCOMING SHOWS:
Boxing (pending Hickson/McAllister transfer) in Bossier City for 5/24/14; Baton Rouge 4/26 at the Belle Boxing M. McGovern

MMA:  wrestling: Kim Addison on 4/15 Shreveport; on 21st MMA in Sulfer by Gill Guillory; also on 21st wrestling in Lake Charles by Teddy Nall.  On 4/22 wrestling in MC by Elite Championship; on 22nd, wrestling by Mike GIroir in Plaquemines (GCW)...on 28th, wrestling in Broussard by M. Giroir.  On 29th, Justin Verdin MMA in Houma @ evergreen.  29th wrestling in Abbeville also Mike Giroir.

April 5th, MMA Anthony Baham in Ponchatoula. 6th is WWE Wrestlemania, on Monday the 8th is the WWE Raw @ the Arena in NO.  Tues the 8th is WWE Smackdown in Lafayette.

4/3: Midgets in BR; on 4/26 Rich Clementi show in MMA Slidell...4/26: Matt McGovern Boxing at the Bellle. 5/3:  MMA Kim Addison in Shreveport; Wrestling in Patterson 5/3.

At Delta Downs, Scott Dawson MMA 5/3.  5/17-MMA by Alan Gray in Monroe...Joey Hicks want a 5/24 show in Monroe pending receipt of documents. June 21:  M. McGovern show in BR.  Gary Girard March 15th Westwego and 16th in Houma both wrestling.

B.E. moves to approve these upcoming shows; J.G. seconds; passed all ayes.

Gary Girard and others have complained that we are giving special treatment to out of town promoters but these people never came to commission to request show dates (this all pertains to the Wrestlemania event).  They have never come before the commission to request any show dates around the WWE events.  We have about 7 events total for that first week in April; 2 per day...should be a boon for WWE fans.

5) PAST SHOWS:

Chad Broussard's last show @ Evangeline Downs was best he ever put on....

Kim Addison had a show in Shreveport; went well...B.E. asks if she ever does boxing shows.  

Russell had a charity show that made $2800.
6) OLD BUSINESS: None
7) NEW BUSINESS:
J.G. also has a lady who wants to know if she needs a license to manage a fighter in LA; wants to be a licensed manager.  She doesn't necessarily need a license; only if she wants to be in the dressing room/corner with her fighter.  OPEN DISCUSSION ON RULE INTERPRETATION FOR MANAGERS.  Believe rule is clear (must be licensed manager to enter into contracts with fighters) but question is if they have to apply in person or if a licensed manager from another state if acceptable.  Persons already licensed with other states can get a LA license at the event; unlicensed persons must appear?  J.G. believes we can do it by mail if they send in the requested application information/fees.  It is agreed that she can apply for a manager's license by mail.

8) NEXT MEETING DATE & ADJOURNMENT:

Meetings at 1 or 1:30?  1:30 is good for all.

Next meeting is April 10th - good for all (a Thursday)...here at Crowne Plaza...B.E. moves to adjourn, B.D. seconds; meeting adjourned.
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