LOUISIANA STATE 

WRESTLING & BOXING COMMISSION
NEW ORLEANS, LA 
MINUTES

MAY 9, 2013

1) ATTENDEES:  
ALVIN TOPHAM (A.T.)
BUDDY EMBANATO (B.E.) –ABSENT – WORK OBLIGATIONS 
JOHN GREEN, JR. (J.G.) 
PATRICK MCGINITY (P.M.) 
DR. THOMAS FERGUSON (T.F.) 
HAROLD WILLIAMS (H.W.)
BOBBY DUPRE (B.D.) 
2) MINUTES:
T.F. moves to accept April 2013 minutes as written; H.W. seconds; passed, all ayes.  J.G. moves to pay bills & payroll; B.E. seconds; passed, all ayes.

3) INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:
Matt McGovern

Steve Chandler

Warren Stewart
Will MacDonald, Manager of Mr. Stewart
Alvin Smith of Crescent City Gym

Jay Krupp, Sr. representing Jay Krupp, Jr.
Mr. Suber
Mr. Garrett, Attorney for Alvin Smith & Mr.Suber

4) LICENSE RENEWALS:
Matt McGovern: Has promoter’s license in NV; he is applying for MMA promoter license and event date ; 2 fight contracts; wants to hold event at the Belle of BR 7/20/13; wants cash bond; known to commission; World Fighting Championship; boxing & MMA; does events all over country; casino shows, etc...11/22 show date requested also...J.G. reviews his history of promotions; never been suspended or sanctioned by any other state; J.G. has no other questions; has app, etc., all in order; J.G. moves to grant MMA license; T.F. seconds; passed all ayes...submits $250.00 for license and $5000.00 check for cash bond; is advised to submit applications and checks for show dates.

Steve Chandler: applying for MMA license; previous licensed promoter; did good shows; no problems; from Shreveport area. J.G. reviews any criminal acts, problems, etc., no problems; will be in Ruston area to start; has his bond; submits to J.G; reviews, all in order. Submits $250.00 for license. B.D. moves to accept promoter application; seconded by H.W.; passed, all ayes.
5) PREVIOUS SHOWS:
Evangeline Downs and Ponchartrain Center shows were good, very professional, 1200 people at the Ponchartrain Center.
Gill Guillory on 5/3; $40k gate.  One fight extremely good; few minor wrestling; TNA last week by Gill; RN says 804 tickets showed; 100 comped; 900 showed; very nice gate.


6) FUTURE SHOWS:
A.T. contacted by WWE; Wrestlemania in April; very big deal; it’s the Superbowl of wrestling; A.T. also suggests we be prudent in allowing other fights who want to join the circus.

J.G. said Bossier Civic Center called for James Johnson's bond information so his fight must be on...6/21st....6/28 Chad Broussard in Charenton, 6/22 in Evangeline Downs....Belle BR 7/20.


7) NEW BUSINESS:
Warren Stewart suspension: previously on suspension due to altercation in dressing room with a doctor and commission representative and was asked to come before the commission some time ago. J.G. had previously sent him correspondence in reference to his suspension and to give him opportunity to speak before the commission which went unanswered.

J.G.: there was an incident that took place; it was said you showed up for a fight without your blood work and you were not allowed to fight; that you became upset with the doctor & commission rep; did you receive the email from commission (J.G.) advising you of the report:  you were not handcuffed but you did not have required blood work; Mr. Steward said his blood work was good for 2 more days. J.G. swears him under oath as this time. Does he solemnly swear all is true; Mr. Steward answers in affirmative.  
J.G. asks that he tell the commission about his TX problem also.

Mr. Stewart:  around 2009 at a fight in TX, after he won belt, he was dancing; was suspended for dancing.

J.G.: Did you lose temper with doctor & commission rep in the locker room?  Mr. Stewart says he did not; said when his corner man told him he could not fight, he confronted the manager/promoter to discuss; said he was not informed; pled with promoter to let him fight; it was a 14 hour drive back; says opponent's manager started fussing with him first; raised their voices but was not physical; Mr. Stewart was escorted out by about 10 cops. J.G. asked Mr. Stewart why does he think he had 10 officers escort him out? He states the conversation was heated; says he was not familiar with LA rules; promoter did not inform him of rules; (INTERVIEW suspended for 10 minutes to fetch documents).

Back to Mr. Stewart: T.F. reviews rules and justifications for having blood work before the fight. Mr. Stewart denies shoving anyone but admits heated argument. Doesn't think he needed a police escort out of the venue...AT reviews drug rules for Mr. Stewart.

He applied for a license to fight but did not have blood work. He produces his Anger Management Course certificate for commission review; also has letter of recommendation from a TX commissioner.

Mr. Stewart's present manager, Will Mac Donald, will now be managing him and he will make sure he's schooled on the rules & regulations for the state of LA in order to remove the suspension. 

J.G. moves to end Mr. Stewart's suspension pending conversation with the reverend who conducted the anger mgt course; T.F. reviews his experience when a fighter got angry and it poured over to the audience; small boy got crushed; very bad public experience....B.D. seconds J.G.’s motion to end his suspension pending contact with anger management people; approved all, ayes.

Mr. MacDonald will contact A.T. about lifting suspension.

Complaint by Mr. Smith: He had a contract with a fighter, Jay Krupp: commission is not involved in individual contracts but we can enforce those that are legally assigned. 

Mr. Alvin Smith, manager of Jay Krupp:  signed contract in August & gave him $2500.00 ck for training; could be $1,500.00 but totaled to $2500.00 in all; provided training facility, etc., to Mr. Krupp; got sparring partners and trainer; also gave him a $1,000.00 per month, all in all grand total is $5,500.00 for Dec 1st fight to be held in Mr. Smith's gym (Crescent City); Krupp had to agree to opponents; one he agreed to, but pulled out at the last minute. A matchmaker called and made a verbal agreement with Mr. Krupp's father to fight on Mr. Suber's card. Mr. Smith says he personally agreed (with Mr. Krupp) to fight on Mr. Suber's card. After all was set up, he backed out because of agreed catch weight; J. Krupp has 16/5; opponent had 3/14; was not over matched...left matchmaker in the lurch...pulled out one or 2 days before the fight. 

J.G.: contract between Krupp & Smith gives Smith permission to deal & make matches for him. 

Mr. Smith wants at least some of his money back; commission cannot help him out there; must go to small claims court for that....dad called all shots for kid...the commission just needs to know whether there was a breach of contract.

Commission reviews contract dated 8/1/2012 and also a playbill dated December 1, 2012 submitted by Mr. Suber.

Mr. Suber: Testifies that Mr. Krupp agreed to fight on the 12/1 date but he did not show. 2 days before the fight...worked with Mr. Embanato to get another fighter; terms of contract: fight a 6 rd fight w/Joshua Burns, 152#.  (J.G. REVIEWS CONRACT). This contract was one that Mr. Smith approved; Mr. Embanato had to work at last minute to find another fighter; we require the fighter to fight and the promoter to pay as per terms of their contracts & according to the rules and regulations.

J.G. also received an email from Mr. McGowan; when was he informed (by Suber) that fight was not going to go through? a couple of days, before; at the end of November.

Mr. Garrett, attorney for both Mr. Suber & Smith has no comments to make.

Mr. Krupp, Sr. (representing Jay Krupp, the fighter): says there was no "fight" contract with his son, Jay. Says opponent has terrible record and was much heavier. J.G. asks if he received those monies; Krupp, Sr. says he wasn't there; disputes that Krupp, Jr. had "appropriate" sparring partners & training. Thinks Mr. Smith just wanted cheaper fighter. Was given list of fighters and agreed to a few but said no to Burns contest due to weight differences a couple of days before the fight. 

After disagreement, regarding to Jay Krupp, Jr., has a fight coming up a Harrah's casino; manager is now his father. J.G. reviews commission reservations; Mr. Krupp signed to make Mr. Smith his agent; Mr. Embanato, well known to us; would never approve a weight mis-match; AT: Mr. Krupp had better fight record but Mr. Burns was much heavier than Mr. Krupp; so advertising and all was done without approval? never agreed to fight Burns? Looking for opponent for June fight; Rico Impastato is promoting this one.

It was a mutual decision between Mr. Krupp & his father to drop out of 1/21/2012 fight.

Bottom line: Mr. Jay Krupp signed a contract with Mr. Smith; he took Mr. Smith's money. 

Mr. McGowan spoke to B.E. and he approved weight differences; Krupp rejected several fighters; B.E. rejected some of those but approved Mr. Burns; 

Mr. Smith: the matchmaker, Mr. McGowan called me and informed me that Mr. Jay Krupp, Sr. said it was o.k. to fight Burns; Mr. Smith talks to Jay Krupp, Jr., who says he'll fight Burns, got a verbal commitment from both of them. 2 days before the fight, they pulled out...he feels he kept up his end by providing gym & paid him upfront so he feels like he was taken advantage of.

Mr. Smith asking for administrative suspension for Jay Krupp, Jr.

Mr. Krupp, Sr: J.G. reviews terms of contracts & consequences for not fulfilling their contracts. It's true J. Krupp, Jr. did previously fight for Mr. Smith & Mr. Suber.

H.W.: where is Mr. Jay Krupp, Jr? not comfortable with Mr. Krupp, Sr. testifying for his son...where is the son?

P.M: Cannot have fighters signing contracts then not fighting; it would be utter chaos if we let that go on; I suggest suspending him for the State of LA. T.F. is of the mind that if Mr. Embanato approved that fight and fighter chose not to show, he breached his contract. AT reviews all circumstances.

J.G.: bottom line, Jay Krupp, Jr. signed the contract; if he (Mr. Smith) wants to take legal avenues to correct whatever wrongs you think you've been afflicted with, that’s your right; J.G. agrees with P.M. & T.F. and H.W.

J.G. advises that Mr. Krupp, Mr. Suber, Mr. Smith go outside and settle this between them right now in lieu of suspending Jay Krupp Jr's fighter's license today. They leave the room to discuss.  They return and advise commission of results:  Mr. Krupp, Jr. will pay Mr. Smith back $5,000.00 within two years. Mr. Suber withdraws his complaint. Mr. Smith gets his money back & Mr. Krupp, Jr. does not get suspended. J.G. wants this new contract signed before final suspension decision is made.
8)   OLD BUSINESS:  NONE
9) EXECUTIVE SESSION:
J.G. moves to adjourn to executive session as per LRS 42.6.1A(2); H.W. seconds; passed, all ayes.  Commission adjourns to executive session.
10) ADJOURNMENT:
A.T. suggest next commission meeting be held at the Landmark Hotel in Metairie on 6/7/2013 since most will be in town for the fights Thursday the 6th; time tentative in reserving room; will contact all.

J.G. moves to adjourn meeting; T.F. seconds; passed, all ayes, meeting adjourned.
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