LOUISIANA STATE 

WRESTLING & BOXING COMMISSION
MINUTES

NEW ORLEANS, LA 

FEBRUARY 22, 2013

1) ATTENDEES:  
ALVIN TOPHAM (A.T.)
BUDDY EMBANATO (B.E.)
JOHN GREEN, JR. (J.G.) - ABSENT
PATRICK MCGINITY (P.M.) 
DR. THOMAS FERGUSON (T.F.) 
HAROLD WILLIAMS (H.W.)
BOBBY DUPRE (B.D.) 
2) MINUTES:
MINUTES FOR JAN & FEB WILL BE REVIEWED FOR APPROVAL AT MARCH MEETING.
3) INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:
TONY JARREAU

KIRK BELLARD

TIMMY T (?)

ANTHONY BAHAM

KIRK BULLOCK

JACK CAUSEY

JAMES JOHNSON

4) LICENSE RENEWALS:

Tony Jarreau – renewal of MMA promoter license; good history, no problems; B.E. moves to renew; H.W. seconds; voted to renew, all ayes....bond in order, etc. & ck for renewal was accepted.  Also approved his date of March 1st in Baton Rouge at Texas Club...B.D. moves to accept 3/1 date, T.F. seconds; passed, all ayes.
Alan Gray: represented by Kirk Ballard, assistant to Mr. Gray; promoter for several years; does a good job; shows in Alex/Laf market; A.T. recommends to approve; B.E. moves/ck received; bonding info will follow; will ck w/Gray & J.G.; P.M. seconds; passes, all ayes.
Timmy T representing Hilia, LLC from Dubai; planning on pro fights in the area; partners are from Dubai; have contracts set up for live PPV @ Ponchartrain Center in Kenner; fighters are all from local markets; no foreign fighters at this time; B.E. stresses his responsibilities to pay taxes on foreigners. A.T. advises approval pending LLC information: financials/corporation papers.  A.T. reviews bonding process; B.E. moves to accept app pending receipt of HILIA, LLC of all paperwork; H.W. seconds; passed all ayes.  Review dates requested by HILIA: is advised go to website and fill out date request form and email it to A.T.; can accept ck today; date requested is April 26, 2013 @ Ponchartrain center; see no conflicts; shows in BR but none in this area at that time. B.E. moves to accept date; H.W. seconds; date approved pending ck receipt ($250 each); passed, all ayes.

Anthony Baham: been promoting for several years; no problems; likes to have lots of fights; H.W. moves to approve; T.F. seconds; passed, all ayes; A.T. reviews again the info to be entered into the MMA website on fight cards; must be done on a timely basis, using proper names on ID cards; very important to keep info current on all fighters; fighters on suspension from other states must deal with commissions from those states to resolve; we cannot resolve suspensions from other states. Timely input of information helps resolve some of these issues. Promoters should make sure fighters have applications to get MMA ids with photos (OPEN DISCUSSION ON PHOTO ID PROCESS). Go to LA boxing website and fill out MTE ID form. Wants 4/6 date approved; wants to discuss show booked a week after him about 7 miles away; wanted to bring it commission's attention; other show has not been approved yet. Hammond area; A.T. reviews process; other promoter sent in paperwork & fees to be approved but will discuss. A.T. wasn't aware Ponchatoula & Hammond were so close together when he spoke to the other promoter. A.T. will contact him and review situation with him and get another date for him.

Kirk Bullock: renew MMA promoter license: also applying for 4/26 & 27; also has problems with reserving dates & then another promoter tries to block your date....there used to be a 6 wk rule talked about in the Alex area market; 2 wks muddies the water too much...Shreveport is not that big of a market area either; feels like some promoters are purposely getting dates too close to his shows. H.W. moves to renew his license; T.F. seconds; passed all ayes; 4/26 - 4/27 dates to approve; moved to do so by B.E.; T.F. seconds; passes, all ayes.
Jack Causey: boxing promoter license; wants to put on a charitable events; Shreveport/Bossier area; A.T. reviews process; want to do something in May -tentatively; B.E. has show on 5/11casino show; B.E. reviews the requirements for promoters lic. (bond, corp. papers, financials, $500 fee, etc.); to do show, request show date w/$250 ck;  A.T. reviews requirements (matchmakers, Drs, etc.) on shows; needs events details a month ahead of time....will wait until he gets paperwork to accept fees, etc.
James Johnson Suspension: 6/18/2010 - LA only - Mr. James Johnson - lost 8 - 10 in a row; wants to get off suspension. He addresses the commission & reviews his situation; had all medical tests run; 36 yrs. old; won last few fights in TN, OK; B.E. reviews Mr. Johnson's records for the commission. Dr. Ferguson reviews his medical records and he suggests he needs to re-evaluate his desire to continue fighting. Entire commission is concerned about his (obvious) slurred speech and possible pugilistic Parkinson’s. T.F. advises him to be evaluated by a specialist. B.D. stresses how hard it is to tell a boxer that he shouldn't be fighting; Doc says interpretation of EKG is not good. All concerned about brain damage. His speech indicates to Dr. Ferguson that he has a (subtle) brain injury. A.T.: per our medical director for the commission, we cannot consider a fighter license for Mr. Johnson at this time; he needs to resolve his medical issues; get tests, whatever and come back. The tests available at this time do not look good, neurologically, to grant him a license. B.E. moves to table J.J. license application until he undergoes further medical tests; H.W. seconds; passed, all ayes. T.F. moves to recommend MRI test results before re-consideration of suspension and license renewal; P.M. seconds; passed, all ayes.
5) PREVIOUS SHOWS:
B.E.: one at the Belle and one at Evangeline Downs (Chad Broussard). The Belle was an hour late because of no ambulance; pretty good fights; full audiences; people from Houma, Thib, New Orleans; Downs were good fights also; has request for show date at Belle 5/11 by Chad Broussard.
Jan 12, WWE, Feb 17, WWE Cajun Dome in Laf; all three very successful. Had a few small wrestling shows.
6) UPCOMING EVENTS:
Announcement made about the WWE Wrestlemania 2014 in New Orleans.

3/23 - IN Your Face Fight Productions has a show in Houma.

B.E. moves to accept 5/11 show date request by Chad Broussard; T.F. seconds; passed, all ayes.

2/23 show cancelled; 3/23 in Houma request @ Evergreen Cajun Center by Shannon Folse (In your Face Prod) B.D. moves to approve; H.W. seconds; passed all ayes.
3/17 Relay for Life charity show in Chackbay, LA 

On Ms. Addison: need to formally approve her 5/11 date in Shreveport; B.E. moves to approve 5/11 date; H.W. seconds; passed, all ayes.
Felix Paloma is the promoter who was crowding A. Baham. We approved a date of 3/23 for Felix at last meeting; he wants to cancel it and change it to a date too close to Mr. Baham's 4/6 so he cannot have 4/13; H.W. moves to NOT approve that date for Felix; T.F. seconds; passed all ayes.
7) NEW BUSINESS:

T.F. brings up issue on medical item to use to staunch bleeding in the ring: Wound seal - to use as cuts during fights (OPEN DISCUSSION ON MERITS).
8) OLD BUSINESS:  None

9) ADJOURNMENT:

Next meeting:  tentative date will be March 21, 2013; A.T. will contact members by email & verify date is good with all.

B.E. moves to adjourn; H.W. seconds; meeting adjourned.
