LOUISIANA STATE 

WRESTLING & BOXING COMMISSION
MINUTES

OCTOBER 9, 2013

BATON ROUGE, LA

1) ATTENDEES:  
ALVIN TOPHAM (A.T.)
BUDDY EMBANATO (B.E.) 
JOHN GREEN, JR. (J.G.) – ABSENT - MEDICAL
PATRICK MCGINITY (P.M.) 
DR. THOMAS FERGUSON (T.F.) 
HAROLD WILLIAMS (H.W.) 
BOBBY DUPRE (B.D.) – ABSENT – WORK OBLIGATIONS

RUSSELL NAQUIN – DEP. COMMISSIONER (R.N.)

ADDIE FIELDS (A.F.) ACCT

2) MINUTES:
B.E. moves to accept minutes as written and pay monthly bills/payroll;T.F. seconds; passed, all ayes.
On bill payments:  P.M. objects to amount of Risk Mgt. General Liability invoice for 7/2013 through 7/2014 in the amount of $8,916.00 (total invoice = $9,117.00); OPEN DISCUSSION ON CAUSES OF INCREASE IN INSURANCE PREMIUMS.
A.T.authorizes P.M. to contact Office of RM to discuss the insurance billing.
B.E. amends previous motion to pay bills to exclude Risk Mgt bill until issue is resolved and P.M. will keep signed check and invoice until issue is reconciled.  H.W. seconds; passed, all ayes.
3) INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:
Michael Bari - applying for boxing/mma promoter's license....retired college sports coach; in Eunice area 9 years...A.T. explains 2 licensing system and costs ($500 for boxing, $250 for MMA); asks if he's familiar with promoting fights; familiar with assembling banquets, etc., for schools. He has a couple of people that he thinks can advise him.  Has attended quite a few and watched the process...A fighter Jens Pulver has also been advising him (retired fighter).  A.T. cautions him on fighter personalities as far as getting them to fights on time, etc...also reviews the processes and problems that exist in promoting.  B.E: do you have anyone in mind to matchmake for you?  M.B.: not for boxing; Phil Daly from LC will help in MMA...B.E. suggests just get MMA since he's not really prepared to promote boxing,..also, both licenses will expire on Jan 1st...he may want to wait unless he's got a MMA event planned before then...A.T. advises come to the November meeting with all documents, etc., and pre-apply for Jan license, that way he can go ahead and request and plan his show for Jan. @ Evangeline Downs.  Alan Gray from Alex will mentor him through his first fights; B.E. advises him to go to boxing website and review rules & statutes before the November meeting & reviews process of paying refs, etc., insurance for fighters, medical personnel, etc., blood tests...stresses again to review rules & reg on website....B.E. reviews what he needs to bring to Nov meeting (surety bond, financial statement, request from show date)...P.M. objects to issuing a promoter's license to someone without any experience and suggests he works with someone like Mr. Gray and bring Mr. Gray with him to the November meeting.  A.T. agrees that working with Mr. Gray is a good idea and Mr. Gray has already spoken to A.T. about establishing some experience for Mr. Bari...Mr. Bari agrees....T.F. states Mr. Bari’s experience is mainly with amateur athletes.  Do you plan on going Pro?  Not sure, his new year events will tell the tale on that...T.F:  there is a vast difference between amateur fighters and professional fighters...he understands....H.W. recommends he gets into mentor/protege program and really see what he’s looking at and bring his mentor with him in November.

4) LICENSE APPLICATIONS/RENEWALS:  None
5) OLD BUSINESS: 

On ER:  A.F. reviewed timeline (see memo).  B.E. says he had 15 responses from other state commissions (2 of 15 have some type of policy). NB has it in rules & also has waiver; MO had waiver that pre-fight physician gets the waiver on day of fight; US Armed Serv has waiver, which our waiver is based on; several calls were encouraging, i.e., they'd been talking about it but didn't want to be the first.  Had 4 - 5 negative calls rebutting us for "stopping female fighters from fighting with implants, period" and B.E. explained we're just getting waiver, not outlawing fighters with implants and they seem to calm down.
B.E:  I would like to strike the word "Breast" from the ER ...open discussion....T.F. reviews reasoning for this ER is that a fighter understands what additional surgery that might be required is their problem and that they understand the risks and consequences and that they are on their own.  B.E. says his insurance contact told him the policy purchased by promoter would cover such events up to the limits of the policy. We want to make sure the fighter understands the risks and consequences and as such are totally their own responsibility...A.T. compares it to the same situation as when commission required HIV testing of fighters a few years ago.

On the waiver: should we give examples of implants:  breast, male or female, lenses from cataract surgery and any other implants for cosmetic purposes.  Strike breast from the ER but give examples on waiver.

We will wait until the November meeting to decide if we will finalize in Jan. or not until we have entire board present for their input.  Everyone agrees...w/table until November meeting.

T.F. said we have skirted the issue of pacemakers or other implanted devices and suggests we take all day.
6) PREVIOUS SHOWS: 

Charity boxing in N.O. & Houma by Chad Broussard & Shannon Folse - lost some fighters on the card due to no-shows etc....

A.T.:  MMA show in Delhi; part of a mudfest operation;  2 WWE in Sept on 29th and 10/1 @ Lake Front arena and Riverplex in BR; well attended; pretty good for this time of year.  
7) FUTURE SHOWS: 
Have 2 boxing shows on Nov 30th.  Will need some help from A.T. on that....black tie in Shreveport on the Nov 23rd.
A.T. still in discussions with WWE on April event. He spoke to Rich and Triple Nation and they don't care if local promoters have shows around their shows. Very understanding and hospitable.

MMA coming up this Friday at the Belle here in BR.  Sat is 19th, 2 MMA shows: 1 in Shreveport by Kim Addison and Clementi in Slidell.

Also we had a date change on Impastato Harrah's show from 11/1 to 11/8 and Justin Verdin has changed his date to 11/16.  Belle of BR on Nov. 30th. 
8) NEW BUSINESS:

A.T.: on medical requirements:  paperwork to be in commission's hands 5 days before the event.  thinks we need to make it 7 days...something we may want to add to  the rules...open discussion on what to do when last minute replacement fighter shows up within the 5 days...what to do about these?  hard to get blood work at last minute...becoming a nightmare when everything starts happening at once at events.

What to do about these mostly amateur fighters that don't show?  can we license them and then have a handle on them? then we can suspend them? or use amateur/promoter agreements? becoming a problem and no way to get a handle on them at this time.
We need to review statutes on how far we can go on regulating amateur fighters.

Agreed we should have all day meeting in November in order to concentrate on proposed rule changes? where do we want to have all day rules meeting....here or at hotel?  A.F. will work on proposed rule change compilation for Nov. Meeting.
BE advise NABF will be in Tampa a few days before ABC covention next July for those interested parties.
9) ADJOURNMENT:

B.E. moves to pay Nov. and Dec. payrolls at November meeting; T.F. seconds; passed all ayes.  Next meeting will be all day meeting on November 14th with site to be determined.
B.E. moves to adjourn...H.W. seconds; passed, all ayes. Meeting adjourned.
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