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Battle of New Orleans Commission
Oct. 18, 2013 Meeting Minutes

Commissioners present: Chairman Henson Moore, Mike Bayham, Ed Cailleteau, Bill Hyland, Gary Joiner (via phone) Elizabeth McDougall, Mark Romig, Bill Schultz, Roger Villere and Mark Zelden. 

Absent: Rep. Nick Lorusso. 

Others present: Julie Vezinot, Director of Boards and Commissions – Office of Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne; Joyce Miller, Louisiana State Museum; Marc Becker, New Orleans Hotel Collection; Allison Pena, NPS; Lance Hatten, NPS; Joe Llewellyn, NPS, guy Hughes, NPS, Richard Hartley, Office of Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne; Sister Carolyn Broussard, Ursuline Convent; Jeanne Williams, Chalmette Chapter – Daughters of 1812; Louis Koerner; Christopher Tidmore, Louisiana Living History Foundation. 
Updates: 
Adler’s Coin
Mark Zelden gave an update on the commemorative coin being created/produced by Adler’s Jewelers of New Orleans. Zelden presented a design depicting Gen. Andrew Jackson on his horse on one side of the coin and the other side depicting a scene including Jackson, an Ursuline nun kneeling in prayer and men at gunpoint and arming a canon. There was question about the proper stance of the horse and Zelden said he would research the issue and ask Adler’s to make any needed changes. The coin would be made of copper and sold retail for $80. 
Education:
Gary Joiner gave an update on the education component. Addressing the commission was Richard Hartley, who heads Education efforts with the Lt. Governor’s office. He said the Teacher’s Desk Reference is in the process of being updated and should be ready for distribution in the spring 2014. He did add that a short synopsis of new findings by Ron Drez, which will be detailed in his upcoming book, will be included in the Reference book. Moore asked what Hartley about the budget. Hartley said that many will be printed, allowing teachers to have a hard copy, as well as being digitized allowing them to download it. A budget of $75,000 could cover costs as well as a few teachers’ workshops focusing on the Battle of New Orleans. Joiner supported Hartley’s recommendation and emphasized the need to allow students to see the accurate and detailed information about the Battle of New Orleans in a way which had not been presented before. 

Bill Schultz offered a motion to approve the project with its $75,000 budget. Bill Hyland offered a second to the motion; the motion was approved unanimously. 

Peace Memorial: 
Lake Douglas of the LSU School of Landscape Architecture and coordinator of the design competition addressed the commission. He presented the design which was selected by the jury – a design by DesignWorkshop, which is led by LSU graduate Kurt Culbertson. 

Douglas said that administering the competition has been a fantastic learning experience for all involved and helped fulfill the commission's mission of education. He thanked Jimmy Coleman Jr. for his donation of $15,000 to fund the competition. 

The design selected is an interpretive walkway through the now-wooded area on the northern end of the battlefield near the railroad track. He said that area was selected because it is most historically reflective of where the British, including Gen. Pakenham fell during the Battle. 
After discussion among all commissioners, who voiced opinions and concerns about the memorial, Chairman Moore suggested that the commission vote to create the memorial as a concept design, which must be approved by the National park Service. If approved, then the commission will move forward with construction - understanding that separate fundraising efforts will be made to pay for the project. Cailleteau offered a motion to approve the motion; Elizabeth offered a second. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Documentary: 
Moore told the commission that he had met with Beth Courtney of LPB about the airing of the documentary on the Battle of New Orleans to show around the country. She also suggested a panel discussion. The cost of the proposed project is $25,000(see list of costs) Moore asked for a motion to move forward with the plan. Cailleteau offered motion to move forward; Mark Romig offered a second. The motion approved unanimously.
 
Other: 

Moore said he is working on building a budget for the commission to see what money has been raised and what has been spent. He hoped to have at the next meeting. 
· Moore told the commission he had been asked to meet with the New Orleans Mardi Gras Krewes to discuss their usage a Battle of New Orleans theme in the upcoming Mardi Gras season.
· Moore stated he is working on an agreement with the New Orleans Convention Company Inc. who would assist in the planning and execution of events and programs with the Battle of New Orleans. 

· Moore said that the list of proposed historic markers will be shortened and submitted to meet the Nov. 6 deadline for state approval.  

Events: 

Elizabeth McDougall introduced Marc Becker of the New Orleans Hotel Collection. His hotel group is planning a Battle of New Orleans hotel package for 2014 and would like to promote it as the official Battle of New Orleans - asked that the commission place it on their calendar of events. Julie Vezinot will send him the logo application then use the logo in his promotion. 
Mark Zelden discussed the taste of the cocktail event; selection would be on Jan 8, 2014; described how the selection would be done; judging with local celebrities

Elizabeth said Balli submitted a new design for his proposed jewelry. Vezinot stated that she would send Balli a draft of a proposal used during the Louisiana Bicentennial when working with vendors. 

Sister Carolyn Broussard with the Ursuline Convent addressed the group; said they wanted to be included in the plans; their annual mass on Jan. 8; be included in the events.
Pat Gallagher, state president said they started a new chapter in Shreveport and would promote the events. She stated that their annual event will be at noon on Jan. 8.
Priscilla Lawrence – told the commission that each year HNOC does a symposium and will tailor the 2015 around the Battle of New Orleans. She said that the historian, Jason Wiese is working on the upcoming exhibition which will focus primarily on Andrew Jackson.
Tim Pickles told the group that he is trying to have a major reenactment occur and will publicly announce it to be held Jan. 10-11, 2015. He said there has been incredible interest from across the country and that an official British group of re-enactors will participate. The location was to be determined. Moore asked what Pickles would like from the Commission. Pickles responded he would come back to them at a later date. 
Mark Romig motioned to adjourn, Mark Zelden offered a second. Motion was carried unanimously. 

The next meeting is set for 1:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 21, 2013 at the Chalmette Battlefield Visitors Center.  
