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Battle of New Orleans Commission
Dec. 21, 2013 Meeting Minutes

Commissioners present: Chairman Henson Moore, Mike Bayham, Ed Cailleteau, Bill Hyland, Mark Romig, Bill Schultz, Katie Tommaseo and Roger Villere. 

Absent: Gary Joiner, Rep. Nick Lorusso, Elizabeth McDougall and Mark Zelden. 

Others present: Julie Vezinot, Director of Boards and Commissions – Office of Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne; Allison Pena, NPS; Sister Carolyn Brockland, Ursuline Sisters; Elizabeth Ellison-Frost/Public Affairs, Exxon Mobil Chalmette Refinery; Al Jackson/Director, Historic Treme Collection; and Jeanne Williams, Chalmette Chapter – Daughters of 1812.
Chairman Update: 
Katie Tommaseo was introduced as a new commissioner. Tomasseo was appointed by the St. Bernard Parish Council. She is employed by the parish as its Tourism Director. 

Budget:
Moore introduced a preliminary budget which listed projects discussed by the commission and approved. The document listed monies raised and dedicated. The only money raised to date is the $15,000 donation from James Coleman Jr. which was paid to the two architecture finalists. 
The approved items are the K-12 teacher’s guide at $75,000; the book being written by Ron Drez - $6,000 and the rebroadcasting of a film by PBS to be shown on all LPB stations - $25,000. Bill Schultz has agreed to raise the $6,000 for the Drez book. Also approved, but not funded are the historical markers. 

Historical Markers:
The commission has previously discussed placing historical markers at points in the area which designate significant piece of history. The commission submitted applications for five markers: Chalmette Battlefield, Chalmette Plantation, Battle of Lake Borne, Villere Plantation and De la Ronde Plantation. Vezinot stated that additional citations for each of the applications were needed by the Office of Tourism before the applications would be considered. The total cost of the five markers is $12,475. The markers will be installed by the Department of Transportation and Development. 
Mark Romig offered a motion to approve the historical marker project; Roger Villere offered a second to the motion. The commission approved the motion unanimously. 

Al Jackson, director of the Historical Treme Collection addressed the commission about another possible marker in the Treme area. The site is the former home of Jordon Bankston Noble, a 14-year-old boy drummer who participated in the Battle of New Orleans. Mark Romig will research the possibility of placing a marker at this site. Others were discussed, but the commission submitted only the five applications. 
NOCCI Contract:
The board was presented with a proposed contract with the New Orleans Convention Company Inc. (NOCCI) – which had been contracted by the Louisiana Bicentennial to assist in staffing and coordinating events and programs. NOCCI was represented at the meeting by Samantha Wolf. The contract was proposed on a retainer fee schedule; with a fee of $1,500 to be paid per month for the first six months of the contract and $2,500 per month for the remainder of the contract – through January 2015. The contract also states additional fees for events would be negotiated.
Mark Romig offered a motion for approval with Ed Cailleteau offering a second. The motion was approved unanimously.

Motion Picture Project:
Chairman Moore discussed a conversation he had with Ken Atchity, a Louisiana native now based in California who is an author and movie producer. Moore said upon hearing about the Battle of New Orleans Atchity was very interested in possibly producing a motion picture about the event. Moore said that Atchity’s group would raise funds to produce the film and also mentioned the possibility of enter into an agreement with the group to donate a portion of the proceeds. 

St. Bernard Parish Report:
Katie Tommaseo told the commission that St. Bernard Parish Office of Tourism is working on several projects. The goal of the Office of Tourism, Tommaseo said was to promote the parish during the commemoration, but for their efforts to last beyond 2015 in attracting tourists. She said they are currently in the process of producing directional signage to assist tourists visiting St. Bernard Parish. She showed the commission examples of how the signs would look. She said DOTD would be installing the signs and not given an exact date of the sign installation. Light pole banners along St. Claude Ave. from the French Quarter to the battlefield are also in the works. However, Tommaseo stated that the Parish is working on creating its own logo different from the Battle of New Orleans logo, but would incorporate it for consistency. She said they are also working on selling the official Battle of New Orleans t shirts – which they would donate a percentage of the proceeds to the commission. 
Re-enactment:
Tim Pickles said the site for the 2015 re-enactment has been changed to a location closer to the St. Bernard Parish government building. He said the new site is larger and will allow for more participants. Pickles said the participation is great and that he has over 250 confirmed bookings for the week at the Napoleon House. He feels that the interest will continue to grow and that we could expect to see tourists and participants from several countries. 
Mike Bayham discussed the annual event put on by St. Bernard Parish. He said it would be good if the Commission have a presence at the 2014 event marking the 199th anniversary. He suggested the event could benefit from a small donation from the commission. 
Moore asked both Tim Pickles and Mike Bayham to come back to the next meeting with an official proposal or an “ask” of what they are requesting. 

Deceased American participants:
Moore said he met with new Secretary of Veteran’s Affairs Rodney Alexander to have the department assist in researching a list of the American dead who fought in the battle. He asked that Roger Villere take on the task of finding a list. Allison Pena with NPS offered assistance as well. 

Next Meeting:
The next meeting was set for Thursday, Dec. 12, 2013. 

Adjournment

