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Battle of New Orleans Commission
May 16, 2014 Meeting Minutes

Commissioners present: Chairman Henson Moore, Mike Bayham, Ed Cailleteau, Elizabeth McDougall, Bill Schultz, Roger Villere and Mark Zelden. 

Absent: Bill Hyland, Gary Joiner, Rep. Nick Lorusso, Mark Romig and Katie Tommaseo.  

Others present: Julie Vezinot, Director of Boards and Commissions – Office of Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne; Allison Pena; Carl Gaines; Jane Caruso, Daughters of British Empire; Lauren Bird, Taryn Rogers, Randall Browning, of Valero Refining; Ryan Fink, St. Bernard Parish Government; Samantha Wolf and Dottie Belletto, NOCCI; Sister Carolyn Brockland, Ursuline Convent; William Allerton, General Society War of 1812; Gayle Buckley, St. Bernard Tourist Commission; Steve Schulkens; Marvin Russell and Tim Pickles, Louisiana Living History Foundation; Lea Martin and Pat Gallagher, USD 1812; Al Jackson, Historic Treme Collection. 
Alliance Memorial Ownership:
Chairman Moore addressed the Commission on the matter of ownership of the Alliance Memorial. He stated that it is important to the National Park Service that ownership is established if the Memorial is to be built on an NPS site. Ownership would also require long-term maintenance of the Memorial. An advantage if the Commission was named owner is a lower cost and expedited construction versus ownership by the NPS. Moore offered the item for a vote in favor of ownership by the Commission. Bill Schultz offered a motion in favor; Mike Bayham offered a second to the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Reprinting of booklets:
Chairman Moore told the Commission that although the reprinting of the nine booklets, which were published for the sesquicentennial, has been discussed, an official vote on the cost, must be conducted. The motion was the approval to print 500 copies of the combined nine booklets at a cost of $6,800 with Pelican Printing. A motion to approve the expenditure and move forward with the project was offered by Mike Bayham; a second was offered by Ed Cailleteau. The motion carried unanimously. 
Education:
Moore reported that the Teacher’s Desk Reference piece is nearing its final draft and is being worked on by the designer. He stated that a sponsorship proposal to Entergy was declined, but that another major sponsor was still a possibility.

NOCCI Report:
Samantha Wolf with NOCCI offered her report to the Commission. Wolf stated that she had been working with NOLA Couture in designing a Battle of New Orleans men’s necktie. She offered four different options to the Commission with the group ultimately settling on two designs: a royal blue and red silk tie with white images of Andrew Jackson on horseback interspersed with a gold fleur de lis. The reverse of the tie would have a label with the Battle of New Orleans logo.  The Commission asked that Wolf go back to NOLA Couture to ask if a split order of both red and blue ties could be ordered and if men’s bow ties and women’s silk scarves could also be offered for sale. 
Events:
Mike Bayham discussed events for the commemoration. He stated that the Our Lady of Prompt Succor Church will hold a Rosary procession on Friday, Jan. 9, 2015 followed by a Mass and reception. The Archbishop would be presiding. He also mentioned a wreath laying ceremony with the Daughters of the British Empire. 
Bayham discussed his desire to see a ticketed event be held for VIPs, invited dignitaries from other states marking the War of 1812 Bicentennial. 

Elizabeth McDougall told the Commission that she, along with Jane Caruso, had visited Jackson Barracks to inquire about holding an event/ball there. She stated that the space had limitations as to the number of attendees it could hold and that although its fee was on the lower end, the Commission would have to provide all catering supplies, i.e. tables, chairs, linens, etc. and that would add to the cost. Caruso said they were going to check out other venues. Moore asked that they report back at the June Commission meeting. 
Moore asked when the proposed ball would take place. Caruso said that with so many other events occurring in the Jan. 8, 2015 time frame that April 2015 would be an ideal time, as that is when NOLA Navy Week will return to the area. The subject was tabled pending more information. 
Alliance Memorial:
Moore stated the National Park Service will meet July 22 at which time they could approve the design for the Memorial. If approved, the Commission must go back to the NPS in November with secured funding in place as well as a work schedule.

Drez Book:
Moore told the Commission that the book written by Ron Drez is set to go to print June 15.

Merchandise Update:
Mark Zelden told the Commission that after further discussion with Lipsey’s, they have agreed to put up the funding to produce the commemorative firearms. The guns will be sold through Lipsey’s authorized dealers throughout the state.

Zelden also stated that a letter of agreement is needed between Adler’s Jewelers and the Commission to move forward with the sale of the branded coins. 

Flag Poles:
Pat Gallagher told the Commission that she has raised 90 percent of the cost of one flag pole and hopes to raise the remaining 10 percent. Mike Bayham stated that the members of the 34th Judicial District Court have pledged to fund another of the flag poles. He also mentioned the General Society of the War of 1812 (men’s group) is considering paying for the third flag pole. 

Historical Markers:
Elizabeth Ellison-Frost with the Chalmette Refinery (Exxon) presented a check for $2,500 to cover their sponsorship of one of the historical markers. 

The June 12 meeting is set to be held in New Orleans. A location will be determined and the Commission will be notified. 

The meeting was adjourned.

 

