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Battle of New Orleans Commission
June 12, 2014 Meeting Minutes

Commissioners present: Chairman Henson Moore, Mike Bayham, Ed Cailleteau, Bill Hyland, Elizabeth McDougall, Mark Romig, and Katie Tommaseo. 
Absent: Gary Joiner, Rep. Nick Lorusso, Bill Schultz, Roger Villere, Mark Zelden
Others present: Julie Vezinot, Director of Boards and Commissions – Office of Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne; Sister Carolyn Rockland; Ursuline Convent; Susan Landry, NOCCI; Pat Gallagher and Jeanne Williams, Daughters of 1812; Joyce Miller, Dawn Hammatt and Mark Tullos, Louisiana State Museum; Susan Maclay, Louisiana Museum Foundation; Allison Pena, NPS; Elizabeth Frost, Chalmette Refining Exxon Mobil; Aidan Breaux, NOTMC; Marcia Kavanaugh, WYES-TV; Jan Caruso, Daughters of the British Empire; Andrew Millar, British Consul General; Cynthia Conner, British Consul General; Cheryl Rodrigue and Andrea Hemperley, Creole Queen Riverboat; Steve Schulkens, Schulkens Communications. 
Administrative:
Chairman Moore introduced Andrew Millar, the British Consul General in Houston. Moore thanked Millar for his support of the Alliance Memorial and for his alliance in the commemoration efforts. 
Education:
Moore told the Commission that Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana has declined to provide in-kind printing of the teacher’s desk reference. He said other potential sponsors are being sought. 

Events:
Mike Bayham discussed the proposed VIP reception. He said he envisions the event to ideally would be held at the Cabildo.  Andrew Millar said he would have the Ambassador available for such an event. Moore, in addressing Bayham and the Commission, said that the existing events scheduled for the Jan. 8 anniversary by the National Park Service and other groups must be considered before another event is set. Moore also asked about the funding and coordination of the proposed event. He advised Bayham to find sponsors for the event. 
Victory Ball – Jane Caruso, committee chairman, gave a report that after vetting other locations that the City Park pavilion is her favorite location, but would be expensive. She said that they had reached out to the National World War II Museum about the use of its facility. Caruso was told that the Museum plans to host an event/Ball in conjunction with NOLA Navy Week 2015 and that there is a possibility of a partnership with the Commission. She was told that Dr. Nick Mueller with the Museum will discuss it when he returns from France. NOLA Navy Week 2015 is set for April 20-26. 

Mark Romig said there would be a ball held on the Friday of Navy Week. 
Elizabeth McDougall said it would dilute the exposure to hold two separate events and that she liked the idea of partnering with the Museum. 

Moore asked for a motion of the Commission to go with this plan; Romig offered the motion; Villere offered a second; motion carried.
Committee reports:

Commemorative Flagpoles:
The Commission was told that the elected officials of the 34th Judicial District Court will donate the cost of one of the flag poles. The Daughters of 1812 group will fund another. There is still indecision on how many poles were actually during the battle and the NPS has yet to give their approval. 
Historical Markers: Pat Gallagher of the Daughters of 1812 said Daughters: will hold a dedication ceremony for the historical marker at the Chalmette Battlefield site at noon Saturday, Oct. 18. 

Public Comment:
Marcia Kavanaugh with the New Orleans Public Broadcast Station said WYES-TV is working on a documentary which should premier the first week of January 2015.
Mark Tullos, with the Louisiana State Museum his staff is working to promote all events with other museums, and will work with the Commission to cross promote all activities.
Adjournment. 

