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Battle of New Orleans Commission
Dec. 12, 2013 Meeting Minutes

Commissioners present: Chairman Henson Moore, Ed Cailleteau, Elizabeth McDougall, Mark Romig, Bill Schultz, Katie Tommaseo, Roger Villere and Mark Zelden. 

Absent: Mike Bayham, Bill Hyland, Gary Joiner, and Rep. Nick Lorusso. 

Others present: Julie Vezinot, Director of Boards and Commissions – Office of Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne; Alvin Jackson, Historic Treme Collection; Pat Gallagher, Daughters of 1812; Cody Scallions, Louisiana State Museum; Gwen Terrell; Allison Pena, NPS; Sister Carolyn Brockland, Ursuline Sisters; Elizabeth Ellison-Frost/Public Affairs, Exxon Mobil Chalmette Refinery; Jane Caruso, Daughters of the British Empire; Jeanne Williams, Daughters of 1812; Louis Koerne; Guy Hughes, NPS; Otto Duncles; Tim Pickles; Cecile Hardy.

Approval of Minutes from the Nov. 21 Meeting. Ed Cailleteau entered a motion to approve; Roger Villere offered a second. The motion was approved unanimously. 
Discussion of 2014 Meeting Dates: After some discussion the following meeting dates have been set for the Commission meetings: Friday, January 24, Thursday, Feb. 13; Friday, March 21; Friday, April 11; and Friday, May 16. Locations as well as future dates will be announced later.

Louisiana Department of Veteran’s Affairs: Chairman Moore met with Secretary Rodney Alexander to see if he could help with researching the names of the casualties of the Battle of New Orleans. Moore said that the Agency would assist in the research. Roger Villere will steer a committee to work on the project, along with the NPS.
Budget: Chairman Moore discussed the budget and which items on the proposed budget which had been approved. what has been approved so far:
$6,000 for Ron Drez Book/LSU Press (Bill Schultz has agreed to raise these funds)
$75,000 for education/Teacher’s desk reference
$25,000 – LPB to rebroadcast the BoNO documentary
For the upcoming meeting, the Commission will hear from St. Bernard Parish about possible funding of the historical markers. 
$24,000 – NOCCI contract 
He also discussed the proposed placement of period flags to fly at the park. No budget item was available for the cost at time of meeting. 
Moore stated that a separate fundraising effort will be for the Alliance Memorial, which will cost approximately $1.5 million. He told the Commission efforts by himself and the Lt. Governor in targeting British Companies doing business in Louisiana. He is also in talks with the architect to determine if the memorial may be built in phases as funds are made available. 
Events:

Moore said he has been working with Dottie Belletto with NOCCI and Elizabeth McDougall and Mark Romig on creating a calendar of events. He said that in addition to the proposed events, Moore said that we would also keep the existing events being held annually. 
Mark Zelden gave a report on the proposed Tales of the Cocktail event. Zelden said that as he had experience some issues in scheduling the event for Jan. 8, 2014, it was thought that a better fit would be to work with the existing event held annually in July. 

He also gave a short update on the Adler commemorative coin. Zelden said that was continuing to talk with Tiffany Adler about developing the commemorative coin. He has yet to present an image of what the coin will look like, but said that Adler’s is working on the project and expected to complete it soon. He said there would be some costs to the commission to establish the coins for sale. Moore asked what he thought the amount would be. Zelden said it would be under $20,000. Ed Cailleteau offered a motion to allow the commission to spend a maximum of $20,000 for the project. Mark Zelden offered the second. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Firearms: Zelden gave a report on the firearms. He said he is in talks with Lipsey’s and has not yet a design for the firearm, but will get back to the Commission with that information. 
Re-enactment:
Christopher Tidmore gave a report on the 2015 reenactment. He said they are still working with Mereau Foundation to use a piece or property for the event. He said they are in need of raising about $10,000 for liability insurance to execute the event on the property and that he was working on securing the funds from sponsors. Moore asked him what Tidmore thought was the budget for the event. Tidmore said with the need for land preparation, etc. the budget would be approximately $150,000 - $200,000. Tidmore said he is working with the non-profit run by Tim Pickles and that the site could one day be used as a movie set. 
Bayham said he would bring a proposal before the Commission at the January meeting regarding any funding/sponsorship requests.

The next meeting was announced for Friday, January 24, 2014. 

Adjournment

