



 Council on the Status of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
August 28, 2013
Minutes

Members Present:


Donna Bowie, Office of Juvenile Justice

Toni Buxton, Department of Children and Family Services

Delores Dyer, Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

Judy Harrison, LA Children’s Trust Fund

Rita Hathorne, Grandparent citizen committed to raising grandchildren

David Helveston, Louisiana Workforce Commission

Stacy Mills, Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs

Rose Noel, Grandparent citizen committed to raising grandchildren

Mary Norris, Department of Health and Hospitals

Linda Ruffin, Department of Education

Christie Smith, Children’s Cabinet

Carmen Weisner, National Association of Social Workers

John Wyble, Louisiana Court Appointed Special Advocates

Others Present:

Elizabeth Anthon, Department of Children and Family Services

Members Not Present:

Representative Regina Barrow, Louisiana House of Representatives

Senator Sharon Broome, Louisiana Senate

Amanda Brunson, Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana

Rosemary Davis, Grandparent citizen committed to raising grandchildren

Designee, Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board

Judge William Dupont, Louisiana Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges

Mary Joseph, Children’s Defense Fund

Winona LeJeune, Grandparent citizen committed to raising grandchildren

Monte Mollere, Louisiana Bar Association

Anthony Recasner, Agenda for Children

Dorothy Thibodeaux, Grandparent citizen committed to raising grandchildren

Disbanded Organization:
Louisiana Maternal and Child Health Coalition

John Wyble, Council Chairman, called the meeting to order.
Participants present in the meeting room at the National Association of Social Workers, Louisiana Chapter, 700 N. 10th Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 introduced themselves.

Minutes from October 31, 2012, March 28, 2013, and June 20, 2013 were provided to those in attendance for review.

Toni Buxton spoke with the Director of Communications who suggested that the council come up with a “tagline” and a fact sheet.  Ms. Buxton presented the group with an example.  The fact sheet will need updated statistics, as the last study is four years old.  Louisiana is 3rd in the nation with grandparents raising their grandchildren.  It was suggested that the American Association of Retired Persons or Catholic Charities might have data that can be used.  The fact sheet will be available to anyone who wants to utilize it.  Rita Hathorne stated that many grandparents keep the fact that they are raising their grandchildren a secret.  There are all different kinds of groups who would want this information (social work students, legislators, schools, etc.)  John Wyble suggested that the information could be used at Capital Day.  The back of the fact sheet should include recommendations for grandparents raising grandchildren.  The council feels that there would definitely be an increase in the number of children in foster care if grandparents were not caring for their grandchildren.  It was suggested that there be a conference call/webinar in order to discuss the information prior to publishing the fact sheet.  


Grandparents Raising Grandchildren are in the best place to inform the council about issues that grandparents face.  Rosemary Davis is running it now.  They are attempting to locate an office now.
The council asked each person to provide information about grandparents in each of their departments in order to assist with statistics.  Donna Bowie will provide information on the number of youth in OJJ custody who are being raised by their grandparents.  Mary Norris will determine if DHH captures that info with children who are on Medicaid.  Judy Harrison will show how each department is touched by grandparents raising their grandchildren.  Linda Ruffin with the Department of Education stated that they do not have that information, as children are not separated by their caregiver.  All of this information is to be forwarded to Elizabeth Anthon.

Christie Smith stated that it helps to incorporate faces and personalized information when sharing information about an issue.  It is just as important how the information is shared as what information is shared.  She suggested that grandparents raising their grandchildren provide testimonials about their experiences.

Carmen Weisner made a motion to accept minutes from the October 31, 2012 meeting.  Toni Buxton seconded the motion.  Carmen Weisner made a motion to accept minutes from the March 28, 2013 meeting.  Judy Harrison seconded the motion.  Carmen Weisner made a motion to accept minutes from the June 20, 2013 meeting.  Christie Smith seconded the motion.  

Efforts toward completing the fact sheet will continue.  A conference call will be set up to develop a timeline for completion of the fact sheet.  

The end of the council was discussed.  It is believed that there is no end to the council, but every four years the membership will change.  In 2014, legislation will be revisited.  Some groups will be removed due to lack of participation.  The council will devise an annual report that informs the public and legislators of the needs of grandparents raising grandchildren.  This report offers the association an opportunity to pass on information to the legislature.  The fact sheet that is developed will be a part of the annual report.  The annual report will include the suggestion that legislation be considered.  Toni Buxton will approach DCFS’ legislative liaison about having a conversation with Senator Broome and Representative Barrow about considering changes to legislation.  It will also be suggested that each of them send a designee to the next meeting in order to discuss proposed changes with them.  The proposed changes are intended to strengthen the council and their relationship with Grandparents Raising Grandchildren.  
The issue of engagement of council members was discussed.  It was suggested that a letter be sent to all members reminding them that their presence on the council is legislated, and they should be in attendance or send a designee.  Monte Mollere with the Louisiana Bar Association has been contacted about sending a designee.  He plans to determine a designee during the next Children’s Code meeting in October.  Contact will be made with the Louisiana Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges and Agenda for Children in order to determine if they wish to remain on the council or appoint another designee.  A suggestion was also made to hold the council meeting on the same day as the Children’s Cabinet meetings in order to increase attendance. 
It is also felt that the presence of media or other legislators will increase attendance.  Carmen Weisner suggested contacting members of the Health and Welfare Committee.  Senator Broome and Representative Barrow can also be contacted to determine who else they think should be invited to the meetings.  The Grandparents Raising Grandchildren are having a conference on April 25, 2014 at the Holiday Inn South in Baton Rouge.  The council could possibly meet after the luncheon on April 25 or on the afternoon of April 24.  Grandparents Day could possibly be held at the Capital during that week.  
The annual report was discussed further.  John Wyble will fine-tune the recommendations about changes in legislation.  The report will be sent to council members prior to submission for input.  

Toni Buxton and Dorothy Thibodeaux will conduct a presentation to Advisory Board at 10:00 a.m. on September 10, 2013 at DCFS.  Patricia Robinson has previously made a very powerful presentation and it can possibly be used during this presentation.  

The next council meeting was set for November 20, 2013 from 10:00 to 12:00.  John Wyble stated that he may not be available for the meeting.  Linda Ruffin agreed to co-chair the meeting if he is not available.  A phone will be needed for the next meeting in case some members need to participate by phone.  

Future meetings were scheduled for February 11, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. and April 24, 2014 at 1:00 p.m.  A meeting will be held in August on either the 12th or the 27th.  No date was suggested for November 2014.  
The meeting was adjourned.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

