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Council on the Status of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren        
Unapproved Minutes
July 11 2025

Member Name:  Attendees

Ursula Anderson		Kathy Coleman 
Tarnisha Mayfield	Julie Starns
Betty Grant		Joanna Harrington
Charlene Julien		Pam Schooler
Carl Dillon		Nina Jacks for Amanda Smith		
Rita Hathorne		Wanda August
Gregory Hughes

Children’s Cabinet Staff:

Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet Executive Assistant

Welcome and Call to Order:

Kathy Coleman, Board Co-Chair, welcomed members and guests and called the meeting to order at 12:07 pm.  Introductions were made.

Roll Call:

Michele M. Rabalais, Executive Assistant, called roll.  

Approval of Minutes:

A Quorum was not present to approve the April 4, 2025 minutes.

Opening Address:  

Kathy Coleman, Board Co-Chair, presented the opening address.

Ms. Coleman discussed the lack of a quorum at meetings and asked about what the Council can do to get more people to attend.  


In addition to the quorum issue Ms. Coleman discussed the lack of housing available and asked Council members if they know of housing available.  Ms. Coleman stated that there is help available for foster parents but not grandparents.

There is a Kingship Navigator Program available for kinship caregivers that offers a stipend of $450.  The stipends are available for kinship caregivers to help with rent, uniforms etc. as well as some legal fees.

The Council was informed that the Family Resource Centers (FRC) and My Community Cares (MCC) will merge in the nine (9) regions to be more community based.  

FRC’s are used primarily for foster care families by offering resources and services that are needed.  They are now offering preventive services to the entire community.

MCC uses the community to help those in need.  In addition, United Way 211 also assists with resources.  211 can direct kinship caregivers to needed resources.  Discussion followed.

Old Business:  

	Vote: Quorum not present.

	Subcommittee Discussion:  

Kathy Coleman, Board Co-Chair, informed the Council that a report needs to be completed to be presented to the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board on the Council recommendations.  This should include recommendations from the following sub-committees:
1) Family Stability
2) Legal Issues 
3) Hunger

Ms. Coleman requested that the presentation to the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board be postponed until the Council can have a quorum present.  Discussion followed.
		
New Business:

Kathy Coleman requested that Council members scan the QR code provided at the Council Meeting that would allow the Council to receive automatic texts regarding the Council.  Any member not interested in receiving text messages should let Ms. Coleman know.  Discussion followed.

A Legal Workshop is scheduled to follow the Council meeting.  The workshop is held for grandparents/kinship caregivers needing legal help with the children they are raising.  It was also stated that MCC’s have a small team of attorneys in several regions to help grandparents/kinship caregivers with legal issues.  Discussion followed.

Attorneys can receive CLE’s for attending the workshops.

Other Business:  None

Public Comments:  

Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned.

Next Meeting:  July 11, 2025
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