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Council on the Status of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren        
Unapproved Minutes
April 4, 2025

Member Name:  Attendees

Ursula Anderson		Kaffia Arvie 
Kathy Coleman		Carl Dillon
Betty Grant		Gregory Hughes
Charlene Julien

Children’s Cabinet Staff:

Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet Executive Assistant

Welcome and Call to Order:

Kathy Coleman, Board Co-Chair, welcomed members and guests and called the meeting to order.  Introductions were made.

Roll Call:

Michele M. Rabalais, Executive Assistant, called roll.  

Approval of Minutes:

Quorum was not present to approve the January 31, 2025 minutes.

Opening Address:  

Kathy Coleman, Board Co-Chair, presented the opening address.





Old Business:  

Kathy Coleman, Board Co-Chair, informed the Council that a report needs to be completed to be presented to the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board on the Council recommendations.  This should include recommendations from the following sub-committees:
1) Family Stability

2) Legal Issues – Funds needed to help grandparents cover attorney fees, housing, food etc.  It was brought before the council that even if clients are eligible for financial assistance to hire an attorney that in order to gain custody of their grandchildren, but they have no idea where either one or both parents are located.  In order to proceed the grandparent(s) must hire a curator to make a reasonable search for the biological parents and generally the grandparent(s) is unable to pay these fees.  

It was reported to the Council that each family resource center has funds available to help Grandparent(s) pay the curator fee.  

It was recommended that there should be a change in legislation to cover kinship caregivers the same way as foster parents.  Discussion followed.

3) Hunger

Ms. Coleman requested two (2) volunteer(s) to prepare a report to bring recommendations and present to the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board.  Discussion followed.

Kathy Coleman and Betty Grant will prepare a presentation for the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board (CCAB) and together they will present the Council’s recommendations at the May, 2025 CCAB Meeting.  Once recommendations are completed, they will be sent to all Council members for review and approval before being sent to CCAB.  All members are invited to participate in the virtual meeting(s).  Kathy Coleman will send a meeting link to all Council members. 
		
New Business:

Kathy Coleman requested that Council members scan the QR code provided at the Council Meeting that would allow the Council to set up a text group consisting of all Council Members.  This would allow Ms. Coleman to send out text messages and share information as needed.

In addition, Ms. Coleman will see if the Council legislation allows for proxies to vote.  Discussion followed.

Other Business:  None

Public Comments:  None

Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned.

Next Meeting:  July 11, 2025
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