UELRR Advisory Committee Meeting

Meeting of September 5, 2012
MINUTES
The UELRR Advisory Committee met at the Louisiana Department of Revenue on Wednesday, September 5, 2012 at ten thirty a.m. (10:30 a.m.)
Committee Members present were: Chairman, Tim Cefalu, Clarence Lymon (sit-in for Jane Smith, Acting Secretary), Donna Andries and Roy Austin.  Henri Louapre participated via phone.
Also present were Stacy Garrett, Sebrena Coleman, Debra Guillory and Carrie Pena (LDR), Chelsea Roberts (E-Gov Systems), and Mark West (Ascension).
Chairman Cefalu declared the meeting duly convened at 10:33 a.m.

Board Member Donna Andries made a motion to adopt the minutes from the Advisory Committee meeting of May 10, 2012 and the motion was seconded by Roy Austin and the committee all agreed.  Minutes were adopted.  
The following agenda items were discussed by the committee:

1.) Current Operations/Statistics as of August 31, 2012
· The system is still operating well and is stable.  
· Collections to date are $4.4 Billion with 2.4 million returns filed.  The system is continuing to break records with collecting and filing.
2.) Issues or Comments on Parish E-File

· Stacy Garrett cited some questions they have been receiving from taxpayers.  The State assists with taxpayers with log-in issues and how to operate the system.  All other questions go through the parish administrator and E-Gov Systems.

· Debra Guillory also added that some parishes are still not asking for rate changes in the proper format.  All rate change requests must be sent certified mail to the Secretary of the LDR at P.O. Box 4849, Baton Rouge, LA 70896.  Donna Andries will get with Debra to get a specific list of instructions that can be put in the LATA packets for the annual meeting.
· Parish E-File rates can also be viewed online.
· Chairman Cefalu added that he has gotten a few calls that the system was down on a few days.  Stacy Garrett replied that the system never completely shut down but if he continues to receive call to please give her a call so she can check because it may be that the server is down on the users end.

3.) RFP for Enhancement – Multi Parish Interface
· System implementation has been delayed until November 1st with a test date beginning October 1st.  
· Stacy Garrett anticipates receiving the product on or about September 20th.  Chairman Cefalu will get the names of the parishes that wish to participate in the testing.  
· There was also a discussion of having an educational tutorial developed by LDR in collaboration with E-Gov Systems.  

4.)  Uniform Paper Return
· Members discussed amending the statute to eliminate the word “shall” so that it doesn’t look as though it is being avoided.  Mark West will ask around at LATA and discuss at the next committee meeting.
5.)  Public Comment
· There were no public comments.
6.)  Next Meeting Date

·  The committee discussed possibly pushing the next meeting date, November 8th, back to December to coincide with the LATA Annual Meeting being held in Baton Rouge.  A decision will be made after October 1st when the new Secretary of Revenue comes aboard.  
The next Advisory Committee Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 5th at 2:30 PM, and will be held in conjunction with the LATA Annual Conference at the Renaissance Hotel on Bluebonnet Blvd.
There being no further agenda items or public comments member Donna Andries made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Roy Austin seconded the motion.  Chairman Cefalu adjourned the meeting at 11:15 AM.  

Respectfully submitted by:

__________________________

Tim Cefalu, Chairman

