

UELRR Advisory Committee Meeting

Meeting of August 12, 2015
MINUTES
The UELRR Advisory Committee met Thursday, August 12, 2015 at 10:30 A.M., in conjunction at the Louisiana Department of Revenue.
Committee Members present were: Chairman, Tim Cefalu, Darlene Allen (sat in for Secretary, Tim Barfield), Donna Andres, and Henri Louapre.  
Also present were Debra Guillory, Byron Henderson, Shuna Knaps, Travis Fosset, and Rodanda Washington (LDR), Rick Mekdessie, Traci Morales, and Troy Bourgeois (E-Gov Systems), Mark West (Ascension), and Michael Norton (Bossier City).
Chairman Cefalu declared the meeting duly convened at 10:38 A.M.
Donna Andries made a motion to adopt the minutes from the Advisory Committee meeting of March 12, 2015, which was seconded by Henri Louapre and the committee all agreed.  The minutes were adopted.  
The following agenda items were discussed by the committee:

1.) Current Operations/Statistics as of February 28, 2015
· Collections as of July were $178.8 million and 115.2K returns filed.  
· Total Collections to date are $9.2 billion with over 5.3 million returns filed.  Collections are continuing to grow.
· The system has seen a jump in filings due to the mandate.  Debra Guillory has been getting a lot of phone calls regarding which parishes adopted the mandate.  St. John, St. Tammany, Bossier and Rapides have adopted the mandate.  Rick Mekdessie stated it could be added to the Sales Tax Online website and updated quarterly.  Chairman Cefalu suggested putting a message on Parish e-file.  Travis Fosset (LDR) said we could add a message to the Parish E-File website.

2.) Issues or Comments on Parish E-File

· Debra Guillory had a few concerns the parishes are having. 

· Rounding – Still an issue.  The issue is coming up when the parishes are filling out the multi-jurisdictional returns.  Taxpayers are voicing concerns about it as some of them are filing for multiple parishes and some parishes round and some don’t.  Rick stated that the system is designed to let the parishes choose whether to round or not.  A message will be put in the FAQs on both websites to address which parishes are rounding and which are not.  A question was asked if the UTC requires rounding.  Donna Andries added that it was not in the UTC and is not listed in the ordinance so it may take legislation to allow rounding.  Chairman Cefalu stated that Caddo Parish doesn’t round because everything has to balance.  The issue is that some businesses have to balance to the penny.  

· Closing Accounts – The issue is still on-going.  The taxpayers are closing their accounts and the parishes are not being notified.  The parishes want to be notified when an account is closed by the taxpayer.  Rick Mekdessie stated that there is a check box on the paper return that is marked for a final return.  E​-Gov can put a check box on the electronic return for the taxpayers to be able to check when they want to close an account and save the information to send to the parish.  
· Adding the LDR account number to the return – Some of the parishes have a spot on the electronic return to include their LDR account number and would like to use it but it is not editable.  Mark West (Ascension) stated that the statute states that the local return should have a box for the state account number.  The taxpayers are asking for the numbers.  Rick Mekdessie will make sure that the local return carries the state number over and populates the field if their state return is linked or if their application has it.  
· Account Calculation – 1.) Interest – whether it is calculated daily or monthly.  Interest is calculated on a daily basis for everyone but Orleans.  Vernon parish is asking to have their interest calculated at 1.25% a month.  Orleans is exempt and are not held to the same rules as the rest of the parishes.  It was decided shortly after Katrina that Orleans’ ordinance prevailed over the state because their home room charter was in place prior to the Constitution so they could calculate interest monthly.  2.) Amended Return – Debra received a call from a taxpayer who filed an amended return and the system is not showing the payment that the taxpayer made with the original return.  The amount was correct but he was concerned as to why the original payment was showing.  All parishes allow amended returns.
· Account Numbers – LDR has been receiving calls from taxpayers about not receiving notification of their requests and or when they should expect to receive their tax ID numbers after they have applied for them.  The parishes issue the tax ID numbers themselves via email or letter.  Every parish does it differently.  LDR has been directing the calls to the parishes.  

· Multi-jurisdiction Return – Rodanda Washington (LDR) stated that she has been receiving calls that the return is timing out and was asking if there was a cap.  Rick Mekdessie answered that there is not limit of time on the system.  He will look into the matter.
· Sales over $1M – Rodanda has also received calls that when sales over 1 million is entered on line 1 it causes problems.  It is happening mostly on the standard return but has also happened on the mulit-jurisdicition return.      

· Rejected Parish Payments – LDR is also receiving calls from taxpayers about rejected payments.  Chairman Cefalu stated that the parishes do send letters notifying the taxpayers of the rejected payments.  He has requested that when LDR receives these calls and documentation to please forward them to him for follow-up with the parish(es).  

· Credit Card Link – LDR is receiving calls from taxpayers wanting to pay with a credit card.  Donna Andries stated that her parish uses Official Payments for credit card payments.  The parishes have to agree to accept payments via credit card.  Rick Mekdessie will check into this feature.
3.)  Optional Exemptions
· Chairman Cefalu stated that the information is complicated to gather.  He hopes to be able to address the matter at the LATA Conference in September.  Rick Mekdessie says that you can search by parish and then search by exemption for the parish.  Chairman Cefalu wants to be careful about the information given because he is concerned about giving incorrect information.  
4.)  Appointments of the Advisory Committee Members by a new Governor 
· All appointments serve at the pleasure of the Governor.  Chairman Cefalu will reach out to person(s) responsible for appointments of the board and commissions once a new governor is elected. 
5.)  Next Meeting Dates
· The date of the next meeting will be November 12, 2015; 10:30 AM at the LA Department of Revenue.      
There being no further agenda items or public comments Donna Andries made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Henri Louapre seconded.  Chairman Cefalu adjourned the meeting at 11:40 A.M.  

Respectfully submitted by:

__________________________

Tim Cefalu, Chairman

