

UELRR Advisory Committee Meeting

Meeting of May 8, 2014
MINUTES
The UELRR Advisory Committee met at the Louisiana Department of Revenue on Thursday, May 8, 2014 at ten o’clock a.m. (10:00 a.m.)
Committee Members present were: Chairman, Tim Cefalu, Secretary, Tim Barfield, Donna Andres, and Roy Austin.  Henri Louapre participated via phone.  
Also present were Stacy Garrett, Debra Guillory, Byron Henderson and Alanna Clanton (LDR), Rick Mekdessie (E-Gov Systems), Mark West (Ascension), Bobby Craig (EBR), Gregory Ruppert (via phone, Jefferson Parish), and Kathryn Vincent (Vermillion).
Chairman Cefalu declared the meeting duly convened at 10:06 AM.
Secretary Barfield made a motion to adopt the minutes from the Advisory Committee meeting of February 13, 2014, which was seconded by Donna Andries and the committee all agreed.  The minutes were adopted.  
The following agenda items were discussed by the committee:

1.) Current Operations/Statistics as of May 31, 2014
· Collections as of April were $147.4 million and 96K returns filed.  
· Total Collections to date are $6.9 billion with over 3.9 million returns filed.  The system is working and collections are continuing to grow.
· Last meeting a topic brought to the attention of the committee was that some parishes are requesting to round their numbers.  Stacy Garrett gave an update saying the State does round their numbers.  Rick Mekdessie added that most parishes round as well.  Some parishes are mandated by ordinance.  Donna Andries suggested that we should consider the legislature mandating it to make it more uniform.  The issue is with the cost to the parishes.    

· Stacy Garret added that some parishes have requested to able to upload supporting documents to the system.  Rick Mekdessie responded that it could be done but will require a secure connection.  
2.) Issues or Comments on Parish E-File

· The banner and logo are not properly displayed on the system.  The System is operating under Parishe-file.reveuen.louisiana.gov.  Secretary Barfield asked that it be changed to Parishe-file.la.gov.  Rick Mekdessie suggested that LDR get both domains (la.gov and Louisiana.gov).  Stacy Garrett will try to have new URL acquired by the end of the following week.  
· Secretary Barfield also mentioned with a bill filed at the legislature to mandate electronic filing it would be a great time to start a new campaign to promote the new site.  Byron Henderson, LDR Press Secretary will start looking into this.  
3.)  Future Enhancements to Parish E-File
· Account Validation – Will be looked at on parish by parish basis.
· Address Look-up – Rick Mekdessie gave an update.  Chairman Cefalu mentioned that in discussions with Mr. Mekdessie, it might be better for the parishes to take this on because of the information needed and supplied by the parishes.  

· On a related note Rick added that there is a difference in applications for the Sales Tax Online and Parish E-file.  The documents have the same information but are just in a different order.  Rick requested permission to make them match.  Rick will bring copies of the forms and will provide an estimate of the cost to the next meeting.

4.) HB 1087 
· The electronic filing requirements bill has passed the House Ways and Means Committee and the Floor and has been sent to the Senate Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Committee. The bill states that if you are required to file electronically with the State, the local taxing authority may require the electronic filing and remittance of local sales and use tax by any taxpayer in their jurisdiction.  If the local collector chooses this option, then all taxpayers within the jurisdiction of the taxing authority shall file all applicable sales and use tax returns and remittances electronically.   
· After discussion of the current language, Greg Ruppert made a comment that the bill needs to be amended to say on line 19 “with the jurisdiction, not within the jurisdiction.”  Mr. Ruppert will see that the bill is amended to state such.  
· Mark West asked about electronic filing requirements for the State.  Statute states       that it is $5K monthly or $60K annually.  
5.)  Next Meeting Date
· The next Advisory Committee meeting is scheduled for September 4, 2014 in conjunction with the LATA Quarterly Conference in Marksville, LA at the Paragon Casino and Resort.  The next tentative meeting date is scheduled for November 13th in Baton Rouge.      
There being no further agenda items or public comments Chairman Cefalu adjourned the meeting at 10:55 AM.  

Respectfully submitted by:

__________________________

Tim Cefalu, Chairman

