

UELRR Advisory Committee Meeting

Meeting of March 12, 2015
MINUTES
The UELRR Advisory Committee met Thursday, March 12, 2015 at 3:30 p.m., in conjunction with the LATA Quarterly Meeting in Port Allen, LA.
Committee Members present were: Chairman, Tim Cefalu, Darlene Allen (sat in for Secretary, Tim Barfield), Donna Andres, Roy Austin, and Henri Louapre (via phone).  
Also present were Debra Guillory, Joseph Vaughn, Rick Mekdessie (E-Gov Systems), Mark West (Ascension).
Chairman Cefalu declared the meeting duly convened at 3:32 P.M.
Roy Austin made a motion to adopt the minutes from the Advisory Committee meeting of November 13, 2014, which was seconded by Donna Andries and the committee all agreed.  The minutes were adopted.  
The following agenda items were discussed by the committee:

1.) Current Operations/Statistics as of February 28, 2015
· Collections as of February were $144 million and 87.5K returns filed.  
· Total Collections to date are $8.4 billion with over 4.8 million returns filed.  Collections are continuing to grow.
2.) Issues or Comments on Parish E-File

· Debra Guillory had a few concerns the parishes are having. 

· Rounding – The preference is not to round but parishes can go in and individually round.  Taxpayers are voicing concerns about it as some of them are filing for multiple parishes and some parishes round and some don’t.  Rick stated that the system is designed to let the parishes choose whether to round or not.  Debra is relaying to the taxpayers that it is up to the parish.  Debra suggested that we place a statement on the return stating that it is up to the parish whether they round.  Secretary Barfield was in agreement with that suggestion.  
· Closing Accounts – The issue is that the taxpayers are closing their accounts and the parishes are not being notified.  The parishes want to be notified when an account is closed by the taxpayer.  Rick Mekdessie replied that an email can be sent notifying when the account was closed with an effective date.  Rick will look into it further.  

3.)  Update on Move to SalesTax.Louisiana.gov
· Chairman Cefalu reported back to the committee after speaking with the LATA members about rebranding and they unanimously voted to not switch to SalesTax.Louisiana.gov.  They would like to keep the Parishefile.la.gov name.  Byron Henderson will continue to work on a new logo and website.  The members are in agreement with a new look but would like the keep the Parish E-file name.  Parishefile.revenue.louisiana.gov is active and working.  

· Optional exemptions – Chairman Cefalu sent a draft letter to the committee for review.  The committee members voted to send the letter.  After discussion it was decided that Chairman Cefalu will send the initial contact electronically and when the information is complied, the final letter will be sent via certified mail on the Department’s letterhead signed by Chairman Cefalu and Secretary Barfield.  
5.)  Next Meeting Dates
· The date of the next meeting will be August 12, 2015; 10:30 AM at the LA Department of Revenue.      
There being no further agenda items or public comments Donna Andries made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Roy Austin seconded.  Chairman Cefalu adjourned the meeting at 4:05 P.M.  

Respectfully submitted by:

__________________________

Tim Cefalu, Chairman

