

UELRR Advisory Committee Meeting

Meeting of November 12, 2015
MINUTES
The UELRR Advisory Committee met Thursday, November 12, 2015 at 10:30 A.M., at the Louisiana Department of Revenue.
Committee Members present were: Chairman, Tim Cefalu, Darlene Allen (sat in for Secretary, Tim Barfield), Donna Andres, and Roy Austin.  
Also present were Debra Guillory, Shuna Knaps, Cindy Pugh, Anjinette Bowen, and Rodanda Washington (LDR), Rick Mekdessie, and Troy Bourgeois (E-Gov Systems), Mark West (Ascension), Bobby Craig (EBR), and Roger Bergeron (LATA).
Chairman Cefalu declared the meeting duly convened at 10:39 A.M.
A motion was made by Darlene Allen to adopt the minutes from the Advisory Committee meeting of August 12, 2015, which was seconded by Henri Louapre and the committee all agreed.  The minutes were adopted.  
The following agenda items were discussed by the committee:

1.) Current Operations/Statistics as of October 2015
· Collections as of October were $181.2 million and 118.2K returns filed.  
· Total Collections to date are $9.7 billion with over 5.6 million returns filed.  Collections are continuing to grow.
2.) Issues or Comments on Parish E-File

· Rounding – Debra Guillory of LDR asked about which parishes require rounding.  There are 8 parishes that round.   
· Closing Accounts – Discussion of putting a box for final returns on the electronic return was discussed.  

· Adding the LDR account number to the return – Most of the returns do have the state ID populated.  Rick Mekdessie will put it in the system so that every return will have the State ID populate.
· Account Calculation of Interest – Chairman Cefalu has spoken to Vernon Parish and the matter of their interest has been resolved.  It will remain to be calculated daily. 
· Amended Return – The blocking of amended returns was discussed that it will have to be implemented parish wide.  Everyone should agree or it shouldn’t be done.  Chairman Cefalu will speak with Jeffery LeGrange (LATA President) about it.  

· Multi-jurisdiction Return – Rodanda Washington (LDR) stated that she has been receiving calls that the return is timing out and was asking if there was a cap.  Rick Mekdessie answered that there is no limit of time on the system and he will look into the matter further of why it is timing out.
· Sales over $1M – Rodanda has continued to receive calls monthly.  Rick Mekdessie responded that it is not an issue on their end.  Rick asked to know what parish it is having the issue and if it’s only one person.  It was said that it is also happening on line 8.  Rick will check the return for any/all line issues.
· Credit Card Link – Credit card payment were discussed again.  Rick Mekdessie stated that it is not an issue to implement if the taxpayers are willing to pay a convenience fee.  Chairman Cefalu stated it cannot be mandated and will be up to the parishes.  Rick also suggested that the return not be changed for a few taxpayers.  It was discussed and decided to just put it under the FAQ section of the website.  
· Canadian Zip code – Has not been addressed as of yet but Rick Mekdessie will address.  

3.)  Optional Exemptions
· Information regarding optional exemptions is on the Sales Tax Streamline Commission website.
4.)  Next Meeting Date
· The date of the next meeting will be decided upon after the Governor has been elected and committee members appointed.       
There being no further agenda items or public comments Donna Andries made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Roy Austin seconded.  Chairman Cefalu adjourned the meeting at 11:30 A.M.  

Respectfully submitted by:

__________________________

Tim Cefalu, Chairman

