Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC)
MINUTES February 22-23rd, 2016
The Statewide Independent Living Council held a meeting on February 22-23rd, 2016 at 1201 North 3rd Street in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Chairperson Peter Lambousy, presided.  

Attendees:

Baker, Kandy

Cochran, Jay

Dean, Anna

Geddes, Sharon

Granger, Mitch

Lambousy, Peter

Morales, Rosemary

Ritter, Lawrence

Viltz, Roszella

Warner, Tara

Absent: 

Simpson, Germaine-Resigned
Vinson-Furlong, Amanda-Resigned 
SILC Staff Present

Lewis, Jessica 

Jolivette, Jolan 

Guests:
Bambi Polotzola 
Jamar Ennis 

Mark Martin 

Rosemary Yesso 

Stephen Johnston

Quorum was present.

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS
SILC Chairperson, Peter Lambousy, called the meeting to order at 9:16AM, and asked everyone to briefly introduce themselves.  All present, including GODA and SILC Staff, identified themselves and their represented agencies.
Public Comments
No visitors were present to participate in public comments.

OLD BUSINESS :
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
The council took a few moments to review the October 8, 2015 minutes. The Council collectively amended the aforementioned minutes.  Amendments were made under partner updates, SILC membership recruitment, and member attendance. Roszella Viltz made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections. Tara Warner seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously by the council, without any opposition or abstentions. The Council will review the October 8, 2015 minutes in addition to February 22, 2016 minutes to ensure further accuracy during the next quarterly meeting. 

MEMBERSHIP:
Chairperson Lambousy asserted that there should have been an application on file for applicants who applied for the Council. He also expressed concerns whether or not the last administration retained the applications. The Governor’s Office of Disability Affairs will make sure that the applications for membership of the SILC undergo the proper channels through Boards and Commissions. 

The Council reviewed and discussed SILC’s current membership. The most recent roster from the boards and commission was provided to the members. Information relative to SILC’s memberships are found in the bylaws and though federal regulations. Jessica Lewis will provide an update to members via email regarding the current SILC roster. Tara Warner says that membership representation from North Louisiana is lacking. Warner mentioned some of the concerns that may limit potential members from north Louisiana which include the lack of resources for traveling. Members spoke of individuals who they believe may be interested in joining the SILC from north Louisiana. Mitch Granger mentioned that the process for new membership should be developed and treated as a business. Members discussed different avenues to advertise vacancies on the Council. These ideas include utilizing social media, newsletters, and an email distribution list. Chairperson Lambousy suggests that the Council fill the vacancies to ensure that SILC is in compliance. Members suggests that Jessica Lewis contacts organizations in North Louisiana to network and develop outreach programs to gauge potential membership to the SILC. 

Chairperson Lambousy mentioned that the Council needs proactive individuals on the Council. He would like to see more networking and resource sharing that will benefit persons with disabilities. Members mentioned the various shortfalls dating back from the last administration, and would like to see improvement. Gail Dean mentioned that SILC had no access or input to determine the activities of the SILC Director. She mentioned that SILC is out of compliance. Granger would like to examine the current status of SILC and would like to get the Council in compliance. Chairperson Lambousy will work with Bambi to ensure that SILC is in compliance.

PARTNER UPDATES
LRS: 
Mark Martin  provided an update on the behalf of Louisiana Rehabilitation Services (LRS). Martin mentioned that LRS is subject to a 63% cut this legislative session. He says if the cuts are realized he will be forced to dismantle LRS in 2017.  He and members of OWD/LRS will be presenting to House Appropriations the impact of the reduction. LRS will closing all orders of selections on March 1, 2016. 

Martin may re-open selections if appropriate. Martin express that there will be a reduction his budget, and is concerned about the services that benefits persons with disabilities in the State to get individuals gainfully employed.  Steven Johnston of LRS mentioned that there may be some funding opportunities to provide an “in kind” match to get “part B” dollars, and there may be some room for negotiation for SILC Funding. According to WIOA, only 30% can go to SILC unless there extraordinary circumstances exist.  LRS will not be able to match the IL part B grant this year.

 There are different scenarios that exist that may allow SILC to receive funding in lieu of the cuts. Martin says that the cuts will effect services, jobs, and offices around the state. Granger says that the initiative to send out post cards to legislators to show SILC’s opposition to the budget cuts will be effective. Sharon Geddes says that her group would be happy to help. Gail Dean asked if partnership plus was an option.

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS EXECUTIVE  REPORT
Executive  Bambi Polotzola provided a brief presentation to the members of SILC.  Polotzola mentioned that she will ensure that the concerns of the members of SILC will be articulated to the Governor’s Administration.  Polotzola mentioned that she would like the input of SILC as it relates to the impending Executive Order and other SILC matters. She also mentioned that she would like the state to improve upon disability concerns by collaborating with different agencies and ensure that our state resources are used properly.  Polotzola is aware of the various concerns of the SILC and will do all that she can to remedy all concerns.  She announced that there will be a briefing relative to Children and Families at 1:00pm on Thursday, February 25, 2016.   Polotzola, gave members her phone number and email address to members. 

CILS UPDATES

Gale Dean:
Gale Dean mentioned that she attended the SILC Council in Phoenix, AZ and represented the State at the conference. She acquired information relative to WIOA and other issues of statewide independent living. Dean says that there are three statute dedicated related bills that will reduce some of the funds for some of the programs of the centers. Dean mentioned that the members have been working on the SPIL; the website for the SPIL has not been functioning properly and there is not a new template available. She hopes that an extension will be provided.  Dean said her Independent Living Center has successful ongoing programs which include free tax preparation for individuals.  She mentioned that economic stability is important for her center. Dean mentioned that the Annual fundraiser is usually in August, but it may change. She hopes to create events that will generate awareness as well as inspire fundraising opportunities. 

Mitch Granger:
Granger expressed concerns over the hiring of the new assistant, says that SILC should have the authority to hire.  Polotzola, mentioned that the hiring was not intentional and that the hiring may have been necessary due to the state’s spending freeze. Granger will look into whether or not an Executive Order is necessary.   Polotzola expressed that SILC will have control over SILC matters, and will do everything she can to help. Jessica Lewis will be available to the SILC in any professional capacity. Granger mentioned that he would like for SILC to manage the budget.   Polotzola mentioned that If there are any other issues relative to SILC to inform her. 

Granger mentioned that “We have been the best we have been at SLIC.” He Has concerns about the budget cuts, and fears that the vast majority of the funds will be lost due to the cuts. Granger says that he has some alternative funding sources, but is currently advocating against the cuts. 

NEW BUSINESS:

QUARTERLY BUDGET UPDATE:
Kandy Baker provided a presentation relative to the budget. Granger made a motion to approve the payment of $286 for the NCIL (National Council on Independent Living) membership, Sharon Geddes seconded the motion. Unanimously approved by the Council. 

TRANSITION OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION:
Chairperson Lambousy mentioned that Jessica Lewis and GODA are doing a great job. He mentioned that steps may be taken to ensure that SILC is in compliance. He would like to know the possible alternate revenue streams if the cuts to LRS are official. Chairperson Lambousy mentioned that SILC would not be able to directly hire or fire individuals; however, the Governor’s Office will support a review process. Dean mentioned that SILC would like to participate in drafting the language of the executive order if it is found to be necessary. Chairperson Lambousy mentioned that he willing to step down if there is a more qualified person to serve and if it is in the best interest of SILC. 

Granger- mentioned that SILC has limitations under GODA. 

Viltz suggests that SILC needs to create a job description for the SILC Director and determine what limitations exist under GODA. 

Warner likes the idea of the SILC Director representing the Council’s collective issues. 

SPIL 2017-2019:

Dean provided an update and presentation relative to the SPIL. The Council met to discuss the SPIL twice in GODA’s office. The SPIL and  Independent Living Center Work Plans need to mirror each other. The SPIL is due June 30thand  would like to set up a meeting relative to the public notice. Dean mentioned that the Council has been writing the goals and writing the objections. She would like to see the SILC evaluate and reflect their activities. Dean presented a document that listed all of the objectives and goals of the SILC. She mentioned that these goals and objectives were created to help ensure SILC Autonomy. Members discussed the various goals and objectives and provided recommendations and amendments. Members expressed their desire to use social media, creating an independent website, and postings under the Governor’s Office website. The SILC may create a subcommittee to contemplate the aforementioned opportunities. Chairperson Lambousy suggested that the SILC Director network with outside agencies to determine what resources are available for persons with disabilities.

RECESS OF MEETING:

A recess was called at 4:06pm.

MEETING RESUMED:

Meeting was called back to order by Vice-Chair Mitch Granger February 23, 2016, at 9:12 am.

Page and Kandy discussed the budget and also having a one page fact sheet that the council can use to make sure everyone’s message is correct and consistent. The members noted that Peter would have a meeting with Stephen from LRS to discuss funding.

SILC (State Plan) DISCUSSION:
The council members had a thorough discussion over things to look for in the SPIL. Jolan was asked to contact college students with disabilities to be involved and participate with SILC.
UPCOMING SILC MEETING:

Date: April 15th, 2016 Quarterly Meeting

Location: Lake Charles, Southwest Louisiana Independence Center

MEETING ADJOURNED:

Roszella motioned to adjourn, Mitch seconded. The motion passed with no objection and the meeting adjourned on February 23, 2016
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