OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MARCH 22, 2016
1:15 PM

5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD
VETERANS AUDITORIUM

BATON ROUGE, LA
PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Skains called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M. He gave the invocation and asked Mr. Fletcher to lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Laura Edwards.

Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Reggie Skains, Chairman; Dr. Rogers Leonard, LSU AgCenter; Mr. Donavon Taves; Mr. Randell Fletcher; Mr. Ed Yerger; and Dr. Ernest Girouard.   

Members absent: Mr. John Compton, Secretary/ Treasurer
A quorum was present.

Others Present: Mr. Kevin Norton, USDA-NRCS; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF-OSWC; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Laura Edwards, LDAF-OSWC

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chairman Skains asked if there were any comments from the public or Commissioners and there were none

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the January 26, 2016 State Commission minutes and there were none. Chairman Skains called for a motion to approve the January 26, 2016 State Commission Meeting minutes as mailed.  
Motion:  Mr. Taves made a motion to approve the January 26, 2016 State Commission Meeting minutes as mailed.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and asked Mr. Spicer to review the items with the SSWCC.
NRCS/OSWC FARM BILL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT    

Mr. Spicer said the districts have entered data through February for the 2015 Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement and have already earned about 40% of the total CSP allocated funds; more than 50% of all funds.  He said one district has not earned any of their funds as they do not have a district secretary but they are in the process of filling the position. Mr. Spicer asked Mr. Norton if he had any comments.
Mr. Norton said they are struggling to get CSP signup but it was very clear in the beginning that the $300,000 was CSP funds.  He said we need to engage the staff to look at more opportunities such as outreach to earn that money.  He said the workload for CSP is going to increase significantly over the next several weeks.
 NACD ANNUAL MEETING / NACD FLY-IN
Mr. Spicer said there were two LACD resolutions that were forwarded to NACD and were adopted by NACD Board with amendments.  He said one dealt with drone/Unmanned Air Vehicles and the other on Waters of the US (WOTUS).  Mr. Spicer said at the Fly-In, NACD proposed that the Watershed Program be funded at $300 million for structures and rehabilitation.  Mr. Norton said there was $250 million in Farm Bill to create a steady stream of funds and Congressman Abraham signed a Dear College Letter at COB last Wednesday supporting watershed funding; he said NACD asked for $100 million and the National Watershed Coalition asked for $300 million.  Mr. Taves thanked Mr. Skains for getting the appointments scheduled for the Fly-In to be able to meet with the Louisiana delegation.  He said they were very well received by everyone.
LEGISLATIVE SPECIAL SESSION / STATE FUNDING:

Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the House Appropriations Committee is still working on the FY 2016-2017 State Budget and we will not know the final figures until the session ends but right now the State has a $700,000 million shortfall and we will likely be impacted adversely. Mr. Spicer said we have been cut more than 30% over the last several years and cannot take more cuts.  He said additional cuts could end the state’s conservation programs.  Mr. Spicer said when we get our state budget, it is itemized by budget category by each office. He said Commissioner Jay Dardenne is looking at the possibility of giving us the funds and allowing the offices to make their own cuts.  

Chairman Skains said if there were no questions, we will move to the next agenda item.
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR ELECTION – JUNE 11, 2016
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the election packet is ready to go out to the districts.  Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or the members and there were none, so he called for a motion to approve the 2016 Supervisors Election packet to be sent to the 44 SWCDs.
Motion:  Mr. Fletcher made a motion to approve sending the 2016 Supervisor Election packet to the districts.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Taves and passed unanimously.
STATE COMMISSION POLICIES AND MOU’S
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the change to PPM #8 was discussed in the January State Commission Meeting to clarify equipment management, especially moveable equipment.  He said the proposed resolutions are consistent with State Law. After reviewing the PPM, Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the members or the public.  Dr. Leonard questioned the low threshold of property costing $100 being on the list; he said that seems very low as there are bags of seed costing more than $100.  Mr. Spicer said supplies are not included, only property such as desks, computers, and items like that.  He said the $100 threshold is consistent with State Law. Chairman Skains asked if there were any more comments and there were none. Chairman Skains asked for a motion to approve the changes to PPM#8 as presented.
Motion:  Dr. Girouard made a motion to approve and accept the revisions to PPM#8 as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS
Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and asked Mr. Norton to give his report.
NRCS STATE CONSERVATIONIST REPORT

Mr. Norton said he was glad to be with the Commission this month as last month he was halfway to Baton Rouge before the State Government was closed due to bad weather.  He said it was a new thing to him to close offices due to the threat of a tornado when in the past he weaved his way home between tornados.  Mr. Norton said he has several items for the Commission today, the first being the Conservation Report that Commissioner Strain had requested Mr. Spicer to build before the legislative session began to have a working document to outline the partnership’s accomplishments for the past year.  He said the Summary Report was used by Mr. Spicer and Mr. Taves during their meetings with the Louisiana Congressional delegation during the NACD Fly-In last month. He said they learned through some questions asked that things that make sense to us may not make sense to other readers, such as the crawfish traps on page 3.  He said down here the crawfish traps are easily recognized, but not in Washington DC or other areas outside Louisiana.

Mr. Spicer said on page 2, the pie chart, shows the very significant difference in the amount of State funds compared to the federal funds committed to the Louisiana Soil and Water Conservation Program. Mr. Norton said it is revealing when looking at the yellow slice on the pie chart; the money that is provided for staff and the rest of the pie is actually going to the installation of conservation measures.  He said it shows a pretty significant investment that is going out on the lands.  Mr. Norton said they build and revise this report each year and any suggestions on the Investment Report would be welcome.
Mr. Norton said the little black bear on the cover of the Conservation Report is an orphan cub.  He said the day before the delisting announcement of the Louisiana Black Bear on the endangered species list the cub’s mother had passed away.  He said Ms. Maria Davidson was bottle feeding the cub every two hours and reintroduced it into the wild a few weeks later.  He said evidently black bear mothers with young cubs the same age willingly accept orphans and are very protective of them.  He said the challenge for adopting the orphan cub was to find a mother with cubs about same size.  Mr. Norton said the US Fish and Wildlife Service credited the Wetland Reserve Easement Program as being critical in the delisting of the black bear. He said significant importance is that almost every one of those easements are on private land, over 250,000 of the black bear’s 300,000 acre habitat is on private land.  He said from the regional office perspective, this may have been the most rapid recovery of a listed species in history from listing in 1992 to delisting in 2016.
Mr. Norton said Secretary Bill Vilsack was in the state and was very complimentary of the partnership with state agencies and the work we do.  He said USDA has now been elected Chair of the Restore Council. He said the Restore Act is the law sponsored by Landry, Shepherd, and Graves who worked with Vitter and the entire Louisiana delegation and when it came time to vote, they voted for USDA over the other federal agencies.  

Mr. Norton said the recent center fold in “This Week in Louisiana Agriculture” (TWILA) television news story on Saturday mornings featured the long leaf pine success story on David Daigle and his operation.  He said this new partnership will telecast a conservation success story monthly and this month it will be the Louisiana Black Bear.
Mr. Norton said in terms of the recent flood, we have gone out to our field personnel giving them an update on the emergency watershed program, the program that we engage directly in response to a natural resources disaster event.  He said they work primarily with local units of government and the State; it is not a program that we engage with private land owners.  He said they work with local units of government and they have been notified at this point we have one entity that has formally requested that we be of assistance with debris removal and road erosion.  He said they have inspected some sites and the agreements are 75/25 with the 25 percent can be in kind work provided by the local unit of government.  He said they attached an engineer to the FEMA Operations Center to provide expertise in debris removal techniques.
Mr. Norton said the Farm Service Agency engaged the Emergency Conservation Program along with other loans for disaster loans.  He said we will be working with FSA on repairing dams, fences, etc.   Mr. Norton said the flood was a significant event with a lot of homes under water.  He said the speed of the water coming off the croplands was significant and caused a lot of erosion.  Mr. Norton said there are thirty-six upstream structures but he was not aware of any of the structures breaching. He said they were inspecting the structures and a couple has spillway erosion. He said within the next two months they all should be inspected.  He said over seven years ago Mr. Ed Giering pushed for maintenance funds for the structures.
Mr. Norton ended his report and asked if anyone had any questions or comments. Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Norton for the report.

CORRESPONDENCE
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to briefly review the correspondence and if anyone had any questions or comments, please speak up.
Chairman Skains said the first item is a notice of the national award that Kevin Norton won, the 2015 Outstanding State Conservationist Award and we want to congratulate him again.  Mr. Norton said he wanted to say something about the award.  He said it is one thing to get awards inside your agency but it is another thing and really special when the folks you work with, the partners LDAF, the OSWC, AgCenter and different agencies, to nominate you to for special recognition such as the NASCA Award.  Chairman Skains said it shows appreciation for Mr. Norton’s dedication and how lucky we are to be able to work with him; we are proud of you.  Mr. Spicer said he would like to thank Dr. Leonard for his very complimentary letter supporting Mr. Norton’s nomination.

Chairman Skains said next are three people that we all know very well that were inducted in the 2016 Ag Hall of Distinction and asked if anyone had any comments.  Mr. Yerger said the Commission should send a letter to Mr. Ruben Dauzat congratulating him on this award and his importance to the LACD and the SSWCC.  Mr. Spicer said we should also send a letter to Mr. Willie Cooper.  

Chairman Skains the next item regards the credit card skimmers on gas pumps. 
Chairman Skains said there is a lot of stuff in correspondence for the Commission to review at their convenience and then he asked Mr. Spicer to just highlight a few of them.  
Mr. Spicer said in the NACD News Brief, the NACD Stewardship materials are available as free downloads and there is the NRCS Bootcamp Training Opportunity for district employees where NACD and NRCS through a cooperative agreement is offering 60 slots nationwide for five training sessions for district employees to attend  NRCS training.  He said 75% of the district employees costs would be covered by the program and the other 25% by local districts, state associations, in kind and other sources.  He said as some states may not be ready this year, so some states could potentially have the option of sending more than one employee.  Mr. Spicer said they have at least two employees that are interested in attending Bootcamp.
Mr. Spicer asked Mr. Norton if he wanted to add anything. Mr. Norton said the House passed a budget and in the Omnibus appropriation the decision was taken off the table; NRCS was held to 7% or so and that got passed back to the agency and the Chief determined the one thing we needed to do was to bolster our conservation planning and technical assistance both internally and with our partners; in that vein we are making 60 slots available for district employees for the two week Bootcamp course.  He said districts will nominate and NACD will make the selections. He said there will be five sessions with about 25 students per session and for districts it is primarily for new Program Assistant employees. 
Mr. Spicer said he would briefly review the next few news releases and if anyone had any questions, please speak up. He said the first two news releases regard a forest fire in northern Morehouse Parish that burnt 200 acres in Louisiana and 100 acres in Arkansas; the next USDA Press Release states that USDA has announced thirteen Arkansas counties as disaster areas and some farmers in Bossier and Caddo parishes may be eligible for EM loans; the next news article quotes a couple of SWCD supervisors regarding the damage they sustained from the  floods – Mr. Wooldridge, a rancher has 2,000 acres under water and had to relocate cattle and Mr. Dustin Morris will have to replant as his planted corn seed washed away.  He said the next three news articles are about wildlife:  the first article states that the Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s Diverse Fish & Wildlife request Congress provide them the $1.3 billion they requested – this would mean another $18 million a year for Louisiana; the second article is about birding opportunities in coastal Louisiana and the third article regards the delisting of the Louisiana Black Bear. 

Mr. Spicer the next item is the FOWL Agreement and asked Mr. Breaux to review it with the Commission. Mr. Breaux said the agreement calls for three FOWL technicians and we have several vacancies.  He said the agreement only provides for three positions, even with the no-cost extension from this September to September 2017; we can take on an additional technician; making a total of four technicians.  He said this is the standard FOWL Agreement; Allen SWCD and Kyle Soileau worked to get another technician, with a 50/50 match  - 50% FOWL and 50% DU. He said the Allen SWCD has already worked up an agreement for a technician.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public and the Commission and there were none; Chairman Skains called for a motion to approve the FOWL Agreement as presented.

Motion:  Mr. Taves made a motion to approve the FOWL Agreement as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is from the Lafayette SWCD asking approval to enter into an agreement to get a no till drill with an EPA Grant.  He said Mr. Donnie Latiolais with the Capitol RC&D is working with the Lafayette SWCD and attached is the agreement, instructions and a checklist for review and approval by the Commission.

Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public and the Commission on the Lafayette SWCD agreement and there were none; Chairman Skains called for a motion to approve the Lafayette agreement, instructions and a checklist as presented.

Motion:  Dr. Girouard made a motion to approve the Lafayette EPA no till drill agreement, instructions and checklist as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.

Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Chairman Skains said the next agenda item is supervisor resignations, appointments and reappointments and asked Mr. Spicer to review these items. Mr. Spicer said there are no resignations this month. 
Mr. Spicer said there are ten requests for the State Commission to appoint supervisors to a term in office this month and they are: 
Bodcau SWCD, Mr. Elmore Morris, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin March 22, 2016 and will expire March 22, 2019.

Catahoula SWCD, Mr. Aaron Wade, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin March 28, 2016 and will expire March 28, 2019.

DeSoto SWCD, Mr. Jerry Holmes, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin March 23, 2016 and will expire March 23, 2019.

Dorcheat SWCD, Ms. Harol T. Thompson, reappointed to fill her vacant appointed position. Term will begin March 22, 2016 and will expire March 22, 2019.

Dugdemona SWCD, Mr. Don Price, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin March 25, 2016 and will expire March 25, 2019.

Grant SWCD, Ms. Ellen Lucille Thompson, reappointed to fill her vacant appointed position. Term will begin March 28, 2016 and will expire March 28, 2019.

LaSalle SWCD, Mr. Mike Crooks, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin March 28, 2016 and will expire March 28, 2019.
Lower Delta SWCD, Mr. Eugene Woods, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin May 4, 2016 and will expire May 4, 2019.

Sabine SWCD, Mr. John Alan Williams, reappointed to fill his vacant appointed position. Term will begin March 23, 2016 and will expire March 23, 2019.

West Carroll SWCD, Ms. Meagan Percle, appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Alton Welch.  Term will begin March 22, 2016 and will expire February 24, 2019.

Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the supervisor appointments.

Motion: Mr. Fletcher made a motion to approve the appointments of Mr. Elmore Morris, appointed position, Bodcau SWCD, term begins March 22, 2016 and expires March 22, 2019; Mr. Aaron Wade, appointed position, Catahoula SWCD, term begins March 28, 2016 and expires March 28, 2019; Mr. Jerry Holmes, appointed position, DeSoto SWCD, term begins March 23, 2016 and expires March 23, 2019; Ms. Harol T. Thompson, appointed position, Dorcheat SWCD, term begins term begins March 22, 2016 and expires March 22, 2019, 2019; Mr. Don Price, appointed position, Dugdemona SWCD, term begins March 25, 2016 and expires March 25, 2019; Ms. Ellen Lucille Thompson, appointed position, Grant SWCD, term begins March 28, 2016 and expires March 28, 2019; Mr. Mike Crooks, appointed position, LaSalle SWCD, term begins March 28, 2016 and expires March 28, 2019; Mr. Eugene Woods, appointed position, Lower Delta SWCD, term begins May 4, 2016 and expires May 4, 2019; Mr. John Alan Williams, appointed position, Sabine SWCD, term begins March 23, 2016 and expires March 23, 2019; Ms. Meagan Percle, appointed position, West Carroll SWCD, term begins March 22, 2016 and expires February 24, 2019;  The motion was seconded by Mr. Taves and passed unanimously.

Partnership MOU’s
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Norton to review this with the Commission.  Mr. Norton said for some background at the NACD meeting in New Orleans this MOA was discussed and signed at the national level by the national core partners, NACD, NASCA, NRC&D and NRCS.  He said Mr. Earl Garber was president of NACD at the time of the signing and they issued a challenge for all states to sign on and at the LACD Annual Meeting in Lafayette, Mr. Garber asked the question, have we done it yet; and we have not; the challenge being we have four RC&D Councils now, Trailblazer out of Ruston, Timber Valley at Natchitoches, Acadiana out of Lafayette/Carencro and Capital out of Baton Rouge.  He said they did have a conference call and all four want to sign on and designated a person to sign.  He said this agreement has been drafted and reviewed by all parties and we are providing it to you for consideration for approval and signing.  He said because Commissioner Strain was the signer on the broader NRCS, he will also be the signer on the MOA.  He said they hope to get it signed around Soil Stewardship Week or at the Legislative Egg Breakfast.
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to approve the MOA as presented.

Motion:  Dr. Girouard made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with Louisiana Association of Conservation Districts (LACD), Louisiana Association RC&D Councils (LARC&DC), Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry-Office of Soil and Water Conservation (LDAF-OSWC), Louisiana Association of Conservation Districts Employees (LACDE) and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
Farm Bill Technical Assistance Agreement Training Requirements

Mr. Norton said they were preparing the Farm Bill and hope to have it in the next couple of board meetings so we can have the agreement ready at the beginning of July.  He said one of the things they found as they put together the Farm Bill Program Support Specialists, six with the districts and three full-time NRCS, it has been questioned what are the District Secretary responsibilities. He said the North Central Resource Unit had a workshop where all the district secretaries attended and the feedback from that workshop is excellent; we need this kind of engagement across the board with district secretaries sharing all they are doing.  He said it is basically just understanding the nuts and bolts of the agreement; and it is a 75%/25% agreement, so if $5,000 is going to a conservation district, straight up the match is another $1,250 and when you start counting the actual dollar value it is more than the cash value.  He said, so as we do the agreement this year I am proposing that we make it mandatory that employees participate in this kind of training; that SWCD employees must attend one training session a year, hopefully they will be able to attend a training session within their own Resource Unit area, but if not, they can attend a training in an adjacent Resource Unit.  
Chairman Skains agreed saying the main thing is for everyone to share what their job responsibilities are with each other.  He said if there were no more comments, they would take up the next item and asked Mr. Norton to review it with the Commission.

Earth Team Awards

Mr. Norton said he had another suggestion regarding his last handout showing the national Earth Team Awards.  He said at a recent Area Meeting, he, Mr. Spicer, Chairman Skains and Mr. Taves discussed Earth Team awards.  Mr. Norton said for years Louisiana’s Conservation Partnership led the nation in Earth Team Awards and when he came to Louisiana it was presented to him as more of a job; the pursuit of the award was more of a burden on folks, so we backed away, we still have the program, it is active in the coastal areas, but we could do more.  He said districts like Vermilion use the program in their revegetative progects.  He said he thinks we need to re-invent and reinvigorate the Earth Team Awards in Louisiana as we have a lot of success stories.  He said it is a partnership effort across the whole state and what he would like to do, and they certainly will contribute to the cost of the awards, is to have the LACD and the State Commission sponsor the Earth Team awards and have them presented at the LACD Annual meetings.  
Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion for the State Commission to assist in reinvigorating the Louisiana Earth Team Program and  co-sponsor the Earth Team Awards to be presented at the LACD Annual Meetings.

Motion:  Mr. Yerger made a motion for the State Commission to assist in reinvigorating the Louisiana Earth Team Program and co-sponsor the Earth Team Awards to be presented at the LACD Annual Meetings as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Taves and passed unanimously.

Other Business  

Chairman Skains asked Dr. Leonard if he had any comments for the Commission. Dr. Leonard said Mr. Taves needed to leave soon, so please allow him to speak first.

Chairman Skains agreed and called on Mr. Taves.  Mr. Taves said we all are familiar with Facebook and he suggested that LACD have a Facebook site where only SWCD employees and supervisors could share information; not for national use; not for criticism, but where supervisors, their wives and employees could share information.  He said it was his understanding that SWCD employees could not use social media at work so they would only be able to use it after work hours.  He said the only goal is to facilitate the sharing of information on upcoming events and other activities. Chairman Skains said someone would have to control any negativism, who and how would that be done.  Mr. Spicer said there needs to be some type of outline (the goal, the purpose, etc.) before the site is created. Chairman Skains said the negative comments will have to be dealt with somehow because if you get a negative person on the site it can be bad and changes everything.  Mr. Taves said he had to start somewhere, so he came here; he wanted to get their insight and comments before he went very far.  Chairman Skains thanked him.
Chairman Skains asked Dr. Leonard for his comments.  Dr. Leonard said he would comment on just a few items. He said the flooding is not over yet and we need to be mindful of all the folks out there experiencing flooding. He said several rivers in central Louisiana will not crest until tomorrow or this weekend.  He said Franklin Parish had about 40% of their corn acreage  planted before the storm hit and a lot of that is under water and as this storm moves farther south, we will probably see more flooding. He said they were told Thursday night about water breaching the Red River levee near Vick, Louisiana and Mr. Larry Sayes was planning on evacuating, so if it comes over there, in the south end of the delta, that will flood thousands and thousands of acres.  Mr. Fletcher said he spoke to Mr. Sayes a few days ago and they had a lot of help in there to try to help them ward off the water, but he did not know if it was successful.  Dr. Leonard said they are spending a lot of their time sharing information on the severity of this storm with the farmers, FSA, Commissioner’s offices and others as well.  He said this will continue and we do not know where it will end.

Dr. Leonard said there are issues with corn seed; there is seed that remains out there, but unfortunately it is not recommended for Louisiana so going back with non-recommended varieties would suggest that we would not see the yields that we normally see. He said it is a disaster that continues to build. He said that he spoke to a 1500 acre farmer in Ouachita/Richland that will probably lose 25% of his acres. He said this will continue for a while until it gets straightened out.
Dr. Leonard said they had a Field Day at the Iberia Station the past Saturday and even in terrible weather, 110 cattle farmers attended and stayed around for lunch, which was pretty impressive for this area of the state in such bad weather.   He said on April 20th, they will hold the Wheat and Oat Field Day in north Louisiana at the Winnsboro Station in Macon Ridge.

Dr. Leonard said as Mr. Spicer spoke about the state budget, the AgCenter has not been given the figures of the mid-year or end of year cuts, so we are not even thinking about next fiscal year; everything is up in the air.  Mr. Norton asked if they are thinking of layoffs or anything.  Dr. Leonard said it is still up in the air and there is talk about that but using common sense, if we know we cannot meet payroll, our people will not come to work, so whether you call it furlough or layoff or whatever, the people will not come in to work.  He said we are hopeful we can manage through this fiscal year.  He said right now the legislature is looking a huge hole and there is no more one-time money to fill the budget short fall.  He said the best good news we have heard is we are closer to working out a memorandum for a distribution mechanism for our giant salvinia weevils after we meet Wildlife and Fisheries needs. 
Dr. Leonard said the LSU AgCenter is scheduled to meet with the legislators on April 18th and everyone is welcome to participate.  He said the legislators attending goes up and down, depending on what is happening at the capitol that day.

Chairman Skains thanked Dr. Leonard for his comments asked Dr. Girouard if he had any comments. Dr. Girouard said this is tough times and we all need to be there to talk to the legislators as much as we can and to follow-up with them; follow up is very important.  Everyone agreed.

Next meeting

Chairman Skains said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at 1:15 P.M. in the Veterans Auditorium, LDAF Building, 5825 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Skains asked if there were any other comments from the public or Commission members and there were none.   
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Skains said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to adjourn at 2:40 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.
/s/ Reggie Skains______
Reggie Skains, Chairman 
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