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CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Skains called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 1:15 P.M.  He asked Mr. Fletcher to give the invocation and Dr. Girouard to lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Laura Edwards.

Members and Alternate Members present: Mr. Reggie Skains, Chairman; Dr. Ernest Girouard, Vice Chairman; Mr. John Compton, Secretary/ Treasurer; Dr. Rogers Leonard, LSU AgCenter; Mr. Donavon Taves; Mr. Randell Fletcher; and Mr. Ed Yerger.   

Members absent: None
A quorum was present.

Others Present: Mr. Kevin Norton, USDA-NRCS; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF-OSWC; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Ms. Laura Edwards, LDAF-OSWC and Mr. Tim Landreneau, USDA-NRCS.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chairman Skains asked if there were any comments from the public or Commissioners and there were none.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the March 22, 2016 State Commission minutes and there were none. Chairman Skains called for a motion to approve the March 22, 2016 State Commission Meeting minutes as mailed.  
Motion:  Dr. Girouard made a motion to approve the March 22, 2016 State Commission Meeting minutes as mailed.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and asked Mr. Spicer to review the items with the SSWCC.
NRCS/OSWC FARM BILL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT    

Mr. Spicer said the districts have already earned overall 60% of the total allocated funds but he had some concern that some districts are not earning their funds.  He said he contacted some districts that have not earned at least 50% to be sure they would be able to earn all of their Farm Bill Allocation. Mr. Spicer asked Mr. Norton if he had any comments.
Mr. Norton said they are discussing if the agreement deadline needs to be moved to October 30th to give some districts more time to earn their allocated funds.  He said they do not want to be put in a position to having to return any funds.  He said we need to watch those districts with the higher allocations and low earning rates to see if they have the CSP workload.  He said they know the number of contracts and they are ranking them right now, so they should know the projected workload for each district and if necessary transfer the projected surplus funds to a district that does have the workload.  Mr. Norton asked for a report showing the earning rates of the districts at the end of August; this would give NRCS a chance to review them to see if any funds needed to be transferred to another district that has a heavy CSP workload.  

Mr. Spicer said if there were no questions on the Farm Bill, they would take up Legislative Session.
LEGISLATIVE SESSION / STATE FUNDING
Mr. Spicer said they had an egg breakfast for the House legislators and it was well attended and a productive meeting.  He said they had a brief ceremony for Soil Stewardship Week where Dr. Strain read Governor Edwards’ 2016 Soil Stewardship Week Proclamation and that LACD President Mr. Donavon Taves and NRCS Assistant Conservationist/Field Operations Ms. Leslie Michael also made brief comments. Mr. Spicer said the week of April 24 to May 1, 2016 will be celebrated nationwide as Soil Stewardship Week and the theme this year is “We All Need Trees”.  Mr. Norton said they had done several Soil Stewardship Proclamations since he was in Louisiana but this was the first one that was signed by the Governor. Mr. Spicer agreed, saying it is often easier to get the Governor to sign proclamations than the State Legislature. Mr. Spicer said they also had the LSU AgCenter’s Fete that evening and asked Dr. Leonard if he had any comments regarding the Fete.

Dr. Leonard said this was the best turnout they have ever had and the legislators were fully engaged.  He said they will try to have the next Fete at the same time in the sessions.  He said normally they hold it toward the end of a session.  He said the attendance was great and everyone had an opportunity to talk to their legislator.  Mr. Spicer, Mr. Fletcher and Mr. Taves all agreed that they were able to have good conversations with a large number of legislators.  Chairman Skains said Representative Fannin called him to ask why he was not attending, and Chairman Skains explained that he was waiting for his new grandchild to be born; then Chairman Skains thanked everyone for attending the Fete and speaking to the legislators.  Mr. Spicer thanked the AgCenter for doing a lot of work preparing for the Fete.  
Mr. Spicer said LDAF’s budget cut is now down to two million dollares; at least that was the last word that he had from the Commissioner.  He said this cut follows eight years of budget reductions that totals over 30 percent.  He said at this point the OSWC and the districts have all of their funds restored and if it stays we are much better, but the session still has several weeks to go. Mr. Taves asked when we will be able to acknowledge that to the districts and Mr. Spicer said you can acknowledge it now, but it could be taken out again. He said the session does not close until June 7th and anything can happen between now and the end of the session.  
Chairman Skains said when the session is over, that is when we will know our next year’s budget, and that is why we need to keep pressing our legislators to keep our restored funds and not cut us anymore.  He said the budget goes to the Governor and he can approve it or veto it.
Mr. Spicer said he had a list of legislative bills for their review in their packets.  He said he checked off those that he thought they would be interested in such as HB 251 which changes the title of the LSU chancellor and adds another member to the State Commission, the chancellor of Southern University Agriculture Center.  He said also in their packet is a reminder for supervisors on the one-hour Ethics training and the Financial Disclosure requirement.  Mr. Spicer said if you have a problem with the Ethics Board, that no-one can intercede for you, no-one, so if you have an issue just contact the Ethics Board. Dr. Girouard said the earlier you contact the Ethics Board the better it will be for you; he said he has personal knowledge of a supervisor that missed a deadline so he called the Ethics Board and apologized asking what he could do to correct it and the Ethics Board allowed him to complete the requirement that day without a fine.
Chairman Skains said if there were no questions, we will move to the next agenda item.
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR ELECTION – JUNE 11, 2016
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the election packet was sent to the districts in late March and the nominating period is April 1 – April 30, 2016. He said petitions are slow coming in and as of today we only have nine, but fourteen more are in the mail.  He said the OSWC has sent reminders to the districts of the nominating period and that the petition must be postmarked by April 30th or it is not valid. Mr. Spicer said several supervisors have decided not to run for re-election but in each case a new person has completed a valid petition.
PARTNERSHIP MOU’S
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said the final MOU draft is complete and they will have a signing at the Senate Breakfast on May 4th at the Pentagon Barracks and they will sign five copies so each partner will have a original signed copy. 
Mr. Norton said the Partnership MOU mirrors the national MOU with NACD, NRCS, NASCA, RC&D and LACDE.  He said the states were charged at the NACD Annual Meeting to go home and do a similar state MOU with the partners within the state. He said the state MOU is the same as the national MOU except for NASCA and that Commissioner Strain is the signer for LDAF/OSWC on the Partnership MOU because he is the signer on the other state agreements.  Mr. Norton said this MOU does not change anything it is just another way to outwardly memorialize the partnership.
FARM BILL TECHINICAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Mr. Spicer asked Mr. Norton for his comments.  Mr. Norton said he was introducing all the NRCS leadership to the State Commission and with him today is Mr. Tim Landreneau, Assistant State Conservationist/Programs.  He said Mr. Landreneau is the point person for the Farm Bill Technical Assistance Agreement and for the Program Support Specialists (PSS) training, workload, integration, and field office activities. He said to move things forward there would be another training session soon in the northern districts like the one they had in the north-central part of the state. Mr. Norton said the response to the prior training was very good and it cleared up some misconceptions and clearly identified relationships and continuing to implement new document management systems.

Mr. Norton said they are working on the new LDAF Farm Bill agreement but with the budget and other factors, they will not be able to do more than the $400,000 to $450,000 and most of that will be Conservation Stewardship Program funds.  He said if they see they will have additional funds toward the end of the year, before any funds go back to Washington they will be put in the agreement.

Dr. Girouard said it is critical that we all work as a team to be sure our secretaries are performing all the duties that we need to do to continue earning those funds; those funds are critical to the districts.   He said we need to know what is required.  Mr. Norton said he thought Dr. Girouard’s earlier mention before the meeting began that at least one supervisor should attend the Farm Bill Technical Assistance Training with the secretary is a good idea. He said NRCS attends the LACDE summer meetings, but not all SWCD employees attend and they miss an opportunity to gain valuable information.  He said they have done workshops at LACD Meetings but we do not get 100% participation of district supervisors because they are not there or they have other interests at the meeting.  He said there are other ways to engage but they certainly are open to suggestions and very interested in any ideas to engage more directly with district supervisors.  He said NRCS DCs will be attending the trainings and are to go back to their offices and do certain things that are expected to be done in every office.
Dr. Girouard said some of the district secretaries have done a good job helping other secretaries. He said many secretaries did not know they could be doing certain things and asked if there are any resources out there to help.

Chairman Skains said they recently sat down with their office employees and went over each person’s responsibilities and a lot of things came out that we could do better to make it more of a partnership working relationship. He said everyone thought they were doing more work than anyone else, but each had their own responsibilities.  He said the meeting seemed to clear the air a lot among the employees.
NEW BUSINESS
Chairman Skains said they would now take up Unfinished Business and asked Mr. Norton to give his report.
NRCS STATE CONSERVATIONIST REPORT

Mr. Norton handed out the Conservation Update and said it is hard to believe that six years ago the Deepwater Horizon oil spill occurred.  He said this month’s issue highlights the Migratory Bird Habitat Initiative (MBHI) that was our agency’s response to create and provide alternate wetlands inland away from the oil spill areas for migratory birds and other water birds. He said the program is still active today and has had a tremendous response and lot of successes.  
Mr. Norton said whatever featured story we have in the Conservation Update will be on television early Saturday mornings on “This Week in Louisiana Agriculture (TWILA)”. He said they focus mostly on the producer.  He said this is a new partnership with Farm Bureau and this next Saturday TWILA will do a small segment on MBHI. 
Mr. Norton said they have recently gone in a different direction with our public affairs.  He said he spoke to a large group in Oklahoma and again at the Alexandria Rotary Club introducing the members to NRCS and the SWCDs and the financial and technical services they both provide to farmers and private landowners.  He said he also spoke to other groups that network with homeless people, feeding people that need food assistance and at the question and answer sessions they had to cut it off because they ran out of time.  He said it was not just random questions, but these people really connected, they see agriculture, especially the small plot gardens, as an opportunity for churches and organizations to grow food rather than buying it.  He said it is interesting the places he has been recently and it amazes him the number of outreach projects that they have going on today.  Mr. Norton said one of them was the Tioga High School Ag Day that educated 3rd graders on how agriculture affects their lives every day; others were the Earth Day at the Alexandria Zoo on April 13th; Beauregard Parish Pasture Walk at Five Star Farms on April 15th; Louisiana Earth Day in Baton Rouge on April 17th and on April 19th the 2016 House Egg and Strawberry Breakfast at the Capitol. 
Mr. Norton said NRCS has $15 million in Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership (WREP) for financial and technical assistance to help eligible partners who voluntarily protect, restore, and enhance wetlands on private and tribal lands.  He said proposals can be submitted until May 16, 2016.
Mr. Norton said last week they took Mr. Tony Kramer, Deputy Chief for Programs, and Mr. James Tillman, Regional Conservationist for the eleven Southeast states and the Caribbean, to fly over southern Louisiana and show them agriculture in coastal restoration, WRP type work.  He said these people that have thirty-plus years of service had never seen these kinds of crops grown and never seen this type of conservation work. He said they had a really good time and it will be helpful long-term for the delivery of our programs.
Mr. Norton said the flood waters are receding and they have only two requests for EWP assistance from local governments; the city of Bogalusa and St. Tammany Parish. He said it was a huge flood and water is still out of stream banks in some areas so when the flood waters recede we will know the actual workload.
Mr. Norton said StrikeForce efforts are going very well and they have scheduled several events in the next few months.
Mr. Norton said he did want to make the Commission aware of an issue in the southern part of Louisiana where we have rice, sugar cane and some soybean production where we made the determination of prior converted crops. He said those determinations are still good but the Corps of Engineers does not acknowledge that determination when there has not been agriculture production in one year during the last five years on the fields.  He said so there is an issue surfacing with farmers.  He said they are asking questions about what they need to do to preserve their determination because they may have only quit farming the fields because of salt water intrusion caused by the recent hurricanes.  He said if they have done brush control on evacuated pastures where they grazed, the main thing to help until the salt subsides then they probably will be okay, at least they will be in a better place than those that left tallow trees and other species dominate the site.  He said it does take heavy mechanical work to renovate the pastures, and the Corps of Engineers may not see it that way and deem it a converted site.  He said there are two different laws and NRCS does not get involved in the Clean Water Act; we do not even get close to it because we also have to deal with the Corps just like the farmers and producers do; we have to go through the whole process just like they do when getting permits.  He said NRCS is familiar with it but we do not get involved in determination processes for others except for the Food Security Act determinations and they are correct for participation in USDA programs; they are real and they work. Mr. Norton said he wanted the State Commission to be aware of it and that the NRCS is working with the Farm Bureau who has put together some points and NRCS will do the same to help facilitate our law with the issue and to show what is really going on out there should the Corps follow the law.  He said he thinks it is just a situation that needs a productive collaborative type effort to help the Corps understand what is really going on.  He said the Corps must be informed before they make a decision.  He said it is an important issue with a number of districts along the gulf coast area and they are working on it.  
Dr. Girouard said the absentee landowners are the ones that do not know the regulations on abandoned fields and to put them back into production, the brush control is a tremendous cost and it keep recurring every year.  He said the tallow trees and other invasive species grow so fast so a lot of landowners get frustrated and just give up not realizing what they are doing in terms of wetland determinations.

Mr. Norton said yes, four years of brush growth down here can really look bad because the woody species can grow more here than in northern areas. He said most of the predominate woody species are non-native species; they are invasive.  He said there are things they need to look at and they need to look at it site by site and make relevant determinations rather than making a template that everything has to fit.  
Dr. Girouard said RCPP in our area could expose landowners to fines along with good information or it could also result in having a lot of good land declared wetlands.  Mr. Norton said that is why we need to look at each individual site because we certainly do not need more tallow trees.
Mr. Norton ended his report and asked if anyone had any more questions or comments and there were none. Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Norton for the report.

CORRESPONDENCE
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Spicer to briefly review the correspondence.
Mr. Spicer said he would briefly review the correspondences if anyone had any questions or comments on any items to please speak up. He said the first item is a news release regarding applications being taken until May 9th for a $314,385 USDA grant allocated for projects to enhance Louisiana grown specialty crop competitiveness.
Mr. Spicer said the next three items are NACD news briefs and the first brief mentions Soil Stewardship Week being celebrated across the nation; NACD supporting S. 2240 the Federal Lands Invasive Species Control, Prevention, and Management Act for its emphasis on using invasive species funds for on-the-ground control and management; and the House Agriculture Appropriations Mark Up held April 13th.  Mr. Spicer asked Mr. Norton to comment on the Appropriations Mark Up.  
Mr. Norton said this is the initial step in the appropriations process and it has to go before the House and the Senate but it is signaling a reduction of $2 million in the Conservation Stewardship Program and $225 million in EQIP.  He said as you can read there is a slight increase in some programs, but the House and Senate Appropriations Committees are just beginning to work on their versions.
Mr. Spicer said the last NACD News Brief mentions that the former Chief of NRCS Mr. Pearlie Reed, passed away and his funeral was held in Arkansas April 15, 2016.  He said Mr. Reed’s thirty-five year career began as a USDA Soil Conservation Service (SCS) trainee in 1968 and rose within the agency to be its Chief when it was renamed NRCS.  Chairman Skains said he attended Mr. Reed’s funeral last week and that a lot of us worked with him over the years and a lot of history went with him when Pearlie died.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments
Chairman Skains said the next agenda item is supervisor resignations, appointments and reappointments and they will take them individually.  
Chairman Skains said the first two items are a letter from the Northeast SWCD accepting the resignation of Mr. Brad Banks from his appointed position on the Board as of March 31, 2016 and a copy of Mr. Banks’ resignation email to the Northeast SWCD Board. Chairman Skains asked for comments from the public or Commission members on Mr. Banks resignation and there were none; he asked for a motion to accept it.
Motion: Dr. Girouard made a motion to accept Mr. Brad Banks resignation as of March 31, 2016 from his appointed position on the Northeast SWCD Board.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Taves and passed unanimously.
Chairman Skains said the next letter regards the resignation of Mr. Drew Michael Wiggers from his elected position on the Northeast SWCD Board as of April 26, 2016 in hopes of being appointed into the vacant appointed position formerly held by Mr. Brad Banks.  Chairman Skains asked for comments on Mr. Wiggers’ resignation from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to accept it.

Motion: Mr. Taves made a motion to accept Mr. Drew Michael Wiggers resignation from his elected position on the Northeast SWCD Board as of April 26, 2016 in order that he may be appointed into the vacant appointed position formerly held by Mr. Brad Banks.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
Chairman Skains said the next letter regards the resignation on June 30, 2016 of Mr. Harvey Gonsoulin from his elected position on the Iberia SWCD Board.  Chairman Skains asked for comments on Mr. Gonsoulin’s resignation from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to accept it.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to accept Mr. Harvey Gonsoulin’s resignation from his elected position on the Iberia SWCD Board as of June 30, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.
Chairman Skains said the next letter is from the Boeuf River SWCD requesting Mr. Everette Calloway be re-appointed to fill his appointed position that expires May 1, 2016. Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to reappoint Mr. Calloway to the Boeuf River SWCD Board for the term of May 1, 2016 to May 1, 2019.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to reappoint Mr. Everette Calloway to fill his vacant appointed position. The term will begin May 1, 2016 and will expire May 1, 2019.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Taves and passed unanimously.
Chairman Skains said the next letter is from the Boeuf River SWCD requesting Mr. Elliot Colvin be appointed to fill the vacant elected position formerly held by Mr. Everette Calloway, term to begin April 26, 2016 and expire June 30, 2018.  He said Mr. Calloway left his elected position on December 9, 2015 to be appointed into a vacant appointed position. Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to appoint Mr. Colvin to the Boeuf River SWCD Board for the term of April 26, 2016 to June 30, 2018.

Motion: Dr. Girouard made a motion to appoint Mr. Elliot Colvin to fill the vacant elected position on the Boeuf River SWCD Board formerly held by Mr. Everette Calloway with the term to begin April 26, 2016 and to expire June 30, 2018.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Taves and passed unanimously.
Chairman Skains said the next letter is from the Iberia SWCD requesting Mr. Brad Judice be appointed to fill the vacant elected position formerly held by Mr. Harvey Gonsoulin, term to begin July 1, 2016 and expire June 30, 2017.  Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to appoint Mr. Brad Judice to the Iberia SWCD Board for the term of April 26, 2016 to June 30, 2017.

Motion: Mr. Fletcher made a motion to appoint Mr. Brad Judice to fill the vacant elected position on the Iberia SWCD Board formerly held by Mr. Harvey Gonsoulin with the term to begin July 1, 2016 and to expire June 30, 2017.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.
Chairman Skains said the next letter is from the Crescent SWCD requesting Dr. Thomas Vitrano be re-appointed to fill his appointed position that expires June 21, 2016. Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to reappoint Dr. Vitrano to the Crescent SWCD Board for the term of June 21, 2016 to June 21, 2019.

Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to reappoint Dr. Thomas Vitrano to fill his vacant appointed position on the Crescent SWCD Board with the term to begin June 21, 2016 and to expire June 21, 2019.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Taves and passed unanimously.

Chairman Skains said the next letter is from the Gulf Coast SWCD requesting Ms. Cynthia LeBlanc be re-appointed to fill her appointed position that expires June 11, 2016. Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to reappoint Ms. LeBlanc to the Gulf Coast SWCD Board for the term of June 11, 2016 to June 11, 2019.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to reappoint Ms. Cynthia LeBlanc to fill her vacant appointed position on the Gulf Coast SWCD Board with the term to begin June 11, 2016 and to expire June 11, 2019.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.

Chairman Skains said the next letter is from the Northeast SWCD requesting Mr. Drew Michael Wiggers be appointed to fill the vacant appointed position formerly held by Mr. Brad Banks, term to begin April 26, 2016 and expire February 24, 2019.  Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to appoint Mr. Drew Michael Wiggers to the Northeast SWCD Board for the term of April 26, 2016 to February 24, 2019.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to appoint Mr. Drew Michael Wiggers to fill the vacant appointed position on the Northeast SWCD Board formerly held by Mr. Brad Banks with the term to begin April 26, 2016 and to expire February 24, 2019.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Taves and passed unanimously.
Chairman Skains said the next letter is from the Plaquemines SWCD requesting Mr. Lawrence “Larry” Rousselle be re-appointed to fill his appointed position that expires May 28, 2016. Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to reappoint Mr. Lawrence “Larry” Rousselle to the Plaquemines SWCD Board for the term of May 28, 2016 to May 28, 2019.

Motion: Mr. Compton made a motion to reappoint Mr. Lawrence “Larry” Rousselle to fill his vacant appointed position on the Plaquemines SWCD Board with the term to begin May 28, 2016 and to expire May 28, 2019.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.

Chairman Skains said the next letter is from the Rapides SWCD requesting Mr. Larry G. Gillespie be re-appointed to fill his appointed position that expires June 26, 2016. Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to reappoint Mr. Larry G. Gillespie to the Rapides SWCD Board for the term of June 26, 2016 to June 26, 2019.

Motion: Mr. Fletcher made a motion to reappoint Mr. Larry G. Gillespie to fill his vacant appointed position on the Rapides SWCD Board with the term to begin June 26, 2016 and to expire June 26, 2019.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Chairman Skains said the next letter is from the St. Martin SWCD requesting Mrs. Judy Robin be appointed to fill the vacant appointed position formerly held by Mr. Curry Albert, term to begin April 26, 2016 and expire March 26, 2018.  Chairman Skains asked for any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none; he asked for a motion to appoint Mrs. Judy Robin to the St. Martin SWCD Board for the term of April 26, 2016 to March 26, 2018.

Motion: Mr. Yerger made a motion to appoint Mrs. Judy Robin to fill the vacant appointed position on the St. Martin SWCD Board formerly held by Mr. Curry Albert with the term to begin April 26, 2016 and to expire March 26, 2018.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and passed unanimously.
Chairman Skains said they would take up the next agenda item.
Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD Right-Of-Way Agreement
Chairman Skains asked Mr. Breaux to review this with the Commission.  Mr. Breaux said it looks like a very complex thing with a lot of signatures, but those are simply board members on the advisory council. He said the work will not be done on the property, they only need permission to cross the property to get to the project site but they still have to sign this agreement all in the name of liability control in order to access the land where the project will be done.  
Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Breaux for the Lafourche Agreement review and asked him to review the St Martin SWCD No Till Drill Storage with the Commission.
Mr. Breaux said the St. Martin SWCD wants to partner with DEQ and the Bayou Vermilion District to get a no till drill with funding originating from DEQ EPA 319 Grant but it has not been signed as the St. Martin SWCD is at a loss where to store the equipment in the area to allow for protection of the equipment and equitable use as there is no place at the district office or a nearby state facility, so they are wanting to enter into an agreement to have it housed at a private landowners barn.  He said to make this as official as possible, they have a written contract; a simple short and sweet agreement but it is a moot point right now as they have not gotten the no till drill right now.
Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Breaux for his comments. 
Other Business  
Chairman Skains asked Dr. Leonard if he had any comments for the Commission. Dr. Leonard said he had a couple of things and as a point of reference on the Legislative House Bill #251 the titles for the LSU AgCenter member and the Southern AgCenter member may be changed.  He said the title Vice Chancellor for the Southern AgCenter will be retained as the Southern University Board of Supervisors met on Thursday and Friday and decided to reorganize their college and AgCenter.  He said they are taking a model similar that the LSU AgCenter did and they have not decided on what the new title will be, so the Commission may want to talk to those folks before the bill goes all the way through.  He said the legislature may need to amend the bill to address the name changes.  Mr. Spicer said they did amend the title on the last bill amendment so it may already be done, but he will check on it to be sure.
Dr. Leonard said there was something in one of the NACD new briefs about wild horses and burros; he said the AgCenter has contracted with Fort Polk to try to reduce their herd, not by destroying any of the animals, but by putting a contraceptive in the females so they cannot have colts.  He said apparently that is a place where folks just drop off unwanted horses.

Dr. Leonard said they have had a number of field days and youth days over past two weeks; we are now into that season.  He said they had the annual Wheat and Oat Field Day on April 20 at Macon Ridge Research Station, and today there is a Beef Forage Field Day at Hill Farm Research Station and it you missed it you can go to Idlewild on Friday and attend another one.  He said there is a Gulf South Foresters Field Day tomorrow at Shreveport. Dr. Leonard said they had AgMagic on April 11th, their premier youth event in Baton Rouge where thousands of children across the region participated and it was very successful.  Dr. Girouard said he had some very positive feedback on a Rice Field Day from his grandson who just could not wait to tell Dr. Girouard all about it; the grandson was so excited.  Dr. Leonard said those events are targeted for 9th to 12th graders to provide them an opportunity to study careers in agriculture.  He said due to the reduction in the numbers of kids going into ag college today, they have taken a proactive approach to try to get some of these kids included. He said the last Rice Station Field Day had about forty-five kids last week and Dr. Smith had another field day in the northeast region and she had about 350 kids from every parish in the northeast region attend.
Chairman Skains thanked Dr. Leonard for his comments asked if anyone else had any comments.

Mr. Breaux said on Saturday, April 16th, they had eleven teams throughout the state at the Louisiana Envirothon at the LSU AgCenter.  He said that was very impressive and every team had mentioned attending AgMagic, so apparently the AgCenter is doing a good job as AgMagic is very well known statewide.   He said also Sunday the 17th, was the Earth Day celebration in downtown Baton Rouge.

Mr. Breaux said our SWCD Soil Conservation Revegetative Technicians are basically becoming NRCS Soil Conservationists and one of these days will become DCs; these are the type of guys we want to be DCs but we are now looking for two new Revegetative Technicians; one in Thibodaux and two in Lake Charles.

Mr. Breaux said the Natchitoches SWCD had a report published in the newspaper on the efficiency of their aerial gunning program for feral swine control and it really got a lot of notice.  He said it was one of the most comprehensive reports on the findings on feral swine that he has seen anywhere.  He said the report contains APHIS findings of disease control from samples from the hogs killed.  He said it was very impressive and the kind of eye opening information the public looks for but rarely finds in the published data. He said more districts have come on with the program and APHIS is willing to grow these opportunities with more districts because of the Natchitoches district’s success.  He said it will change the way they do things and for funding themselves; one way is by making more traps available.
Mr. Norton said he was glad Mr. Breaux brought up that the districts are expanding in areas like the no till drills, irrigation trailers, and hog traps, but one thing he speaks to NRCS folks about is when districts use these as revenue generating, charging fees for a service, the NRCS employees will not be able to help or use NRCS vehicles to pull district equipment.  He said as a federal agency, we are not a fee for service agency, so NRCS employees cannot in their official capacity assist the districts when they are generating revenue by charging fees. He said he had put out a word of caution to the NRCS employees and was mentioning this to the Commission in case someone complained.  He said as a federal agency, they are not a fee for service agency and they have to protect that and to deal with the liability.  He said federal positions funded by taxpayers cannot generate funding for other organizations. Mr. Norton said he was proud of the districts stepping up to find other avenues of revenue, but it is unlike what they do with the Vermilion SWCD - pulling the education trailer or offering a vehicle for revegetation work – these are not fee for service.
Dr. Girouard said his office has a tracking spreadsheet in Excel that shows all expenses and income on their trailer that they will be glad to share with other districts that are renting equipment. Mr. Spicer asked him to email it to the office and thanked Dr. Girouard.
Mr. Taves said he had two issues.  He said the first one is easy and asked if anyone spoke to anyone or to the Calcasieu District or the police jury on any aspect of a health issue of drainage water in public ditches. He said there are various issues on discharge of farm field water in public ditches.  He said he thought it could be a good program and he was seeking more information on it.  He said after that Natchitoches meeting that you would no longer be allowed to discharge from a field into a public ditch.  Mr. Fletcher said, what are you supposed to do with it then.  Mr. Taves said that was what he said - what do we do with it. He said he was looking into it and with all the recent flooding in all these fields that were ready to plant, they have washed vast amounts of sediment into the parish ditches.  He said it was his understanding that Calcasieu was doing it, but since he does not have first-hand information, it is his assumption that if you level a field and put a dike around it with a drainpipe you will have a secondary waterway and you can maintain and remove the sediment before the water goes in the parish ditch; so you do not put it up against the embankment of the road or in the parish ditches, then you rely on the Police Jury to clean it out.  He said you will have a farm ditch and it will drain into the farm ditch and when it fills up, that farm ditch will drain into the parish ditch, not the pipe.   Mr. Spicer said State law may in some cases keep that parish from doing that.  Mr. Breaux said it sounds like part of Phase Two of Storm Water Discharge within the Clean Water Act compliance issues and it deals with small municipalities MS4s who are defining it at the parish level, making the parish responsible for storm water management which encompasses what they are saying, rural roads.  Mr. Taves said he does not think it is the water so much as it is the discharge and the holes it creates and the burden it puts on the parish to remove the sediment in the ditches.  He said the parish discovered with the recent flooding that they could not keep up with cleaning out ditches to prevent more flooding. He said he would like more information on this issue.
Mr. Taves said the other issue is the pesticide drift issue which he is personally involved and in doing research he discovered there are new pesticides soon to be released and its use can create some serious issues and complications to conservation. He said we need to require more research on pesticides before being released.  He said districts need to have meetings to become more aware of this and how devastating this material can be to our WRP, CRP wildlife borders.  He said it does not take very much of the chemical to cause serious damage, so we want to be on top of that issue.
Chairman Skains thanked Mr. Taves for his comments.
Next meeting

Chairman Skains said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 24, 2016 at 1:15 P.M. in the Veterans Auditorium, LDAF Building, 5825 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Skains asked if there were any other comments from the public or Commission members and there were none.   
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Skains said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Fletcher made a motion to adjourn at 2:31 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
/s/ Reggie Skains______
Reggie Skains, Chairman 
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