



OFFICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 17, 2013

9:30 AM

USDA BULDING B, TRAINING ROOM
3737 GOVERNMENT STREET

ALEXANDRIA, LA

PROCEEDINGS/MINUTES                 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Fletcher called the regular monthly Commission Meeting to order at 9:30 A.M. and asked Mr. Frazier to give the invocation.

Chairman Fletcher led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Mr. Joey Breaux
Members present: Chairman Randell Fletcher, Mr. Bruce Frazier, Mr. Reggie Skains, 
Mr. Ed Yerger, Mr. George Guillory, Mr. John Compton and Dr. Rogers Leonard
Members absent: None
A quorum was present.

Others Present:  Ms. Sarah Haymaker, USDA-NRCS, State Conservationist; Mr. Brad Spicer, LDAF/SSWCC, Executive Director; Mr. Joey Breaux, LDAF-OSWC; Mr. Ruben Dauzat and Charles Dupuy, Avoyelles SWCD; Mr. Steve Horvath, Capital SWCD; George Dauzat, Calcasieu SWCD; and Dr. Ernest Girouard, Vermilion SWCD.
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any public or Commission comments regarding the agenda and there were none.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the SSWCC August 27, 2013 minutes and there were none.  Chairman Fletcher said, if there were no comments, he would call for a motion to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed of the August 27, 2013 State Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Fletcher said they would now take up Unfinished Business and requested Mr. Spicer to report on the items listed on the agenda. 
NRCS/OSWC Farm Bill Cooperative Agreement
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said that they are working on the final payments for the last Farm Bill and that the new agreement will be in place soon.
State Commission Convention Election – Area V

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said letters were sent out to the Area V districts regarding the Area V Election Convention requesting each district to elect a delegate and alternate delegate to serve on the Area V Election Convention and to submit the names of the delegate and alternate delegate to the OSWC by October 14, 2013.  He said the convention will be held prior to the State Commission monthly meeting on October 22, 2013 at 10:00 AM in the Veterans Auditorium, at the LDAF building. 
LACD Mid-Year Meeting

Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review this item with the Commission.  Mr. Spicer said they are planning to have fifty to sixty district supervisors and staff attending the meeting.  He said there will be a General Session followed by standing committee meetings and a wrap-up session where the standing committees will report on the key issues discussed during the committee meeting.  Mr. Frazier said that district funding will be the principle topic discussed at the meeting.  He said the committees will also develop tentative programs for the LACD Annual Meeting to be held in Lafayette January 8-10, 2014.  Mr. Spicer said he appreciated the assistance provided by the NRCS in planning the meeting and for providing facilities for the meeting.
NEW BUSINESS 
NRCS State Conservationist Report
Chairman Fletcher asked Ms. Sarah Haymaker, State Conservationist, to give the NRCS report.  Ms. Haymaker said that because the Commission meeting is being held a week early the September Conservation Update is not available and that she will provide copies of the Update later in the month.  She discussed the NRCS/LDAF contribution agreement providing for a district technician to work with the poultry producers in north central part of the state and a water quality technician to work out of LDAF OSWC in Baton Rouge.  She said the technician that will be working with the poultry producers will be located in Ruston and hopefully will start work in early October.  Ms. Haymaker also discussed two additional contribution agreements with LDAF that will provide for district support for the WRP and for administrative support for Farm Bill programs. Ms. Haymaker said other areas the NRCS is working with other entities include Wildlife Habitat Priorities, including Longleaf and Loblolly Pine stands, water quality initiatives with LDAF, OSWC and Irrigation Efficiency Testing with LSU. She said they have been able to spend more funds on contribution agreements because they have not been making any new hires over the past fiscal year nor have they purchased any new vehicles.  She said the contribution agreement provides a means for them to continue to implement their programs with a reduced staff.  Ms. Haymaker said they are also working with EPA, the OSWC and LSU on the process and requirements for Master Farmer Recertification.  
Ms. Haymaker said that concluded the NRCS update and she would provide copies of the September Conservation Update later.

Chairman Fletcher asked if anyone had any questions and there were none.  

Correspondence
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to review the correspondence.  Mr. Spicer said the first item is a letter from the St Landry district regarding the new Farm Bill mandating producers be in compliance with conservation program requirements to be eligible for crop insurance coverage.  He said that he has drafted a letter to Chairman Hollier regarding how the compliance requirement would impact district workloads.  He said that it appears that crop insurance compliance would cause little if any increase in district workloads in Louisiana because existing determinations are good and in Louisiana there will not likely be very many new wetland or highly erodible land determinations required.
Mr. Spicer said the second letter is from the Crescent SWCD requesting permission for Ms. Livaudais, Mr. Ensminger, Mr. Rodrigue, Mr. Benge and Ms. Ockman to attend the NACD 2014 Annual Meeting in Anaheim, California on February 1-5, 2014.

Chairman Fletcher said this request requires the Commission approval, but first asked if there were any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none.
Motion:  Mr. Guillory made a motion to approve the Crescent SWCD supervisors and employees to attend the NACD Annual Meeting in Anaheim, California on February 1-5, 2014 and for the district to reimburse the supervisors and employees travel per FY 2013-14 State Travel Regulations, SSWCC PPMs and State law.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is was from the Caddo SWCD request approve from the Commission of the audit contract between the Caddo SWCD and Mr. Herbie Way, CPA for the performance of their financial statements for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2013.
Chairman Fletcher said this request requires the Commission approval, but first asked if there were any comments from the public or Commission members and there were none.
Motion:  Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the Caddo SWCD entering into a contract with Mr. Herbie Way, CPA for an audit of their financial statements for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2013. The motion was seconded by Mr. Compton and passed unanimously.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is from Mr. Earl Garber, NACD President, regarding the 2014 NACD Annual Meeting being held in Anaheim, California on February 1-5, 2014.  He said President Garber stated in his letter that they have been working with major agricultural related companies to secure their support for the Annual Meeting and for major items for a live auction event.  He said the Live Auction at the Annual Meeting in San Antonio, Texas last year raised over $70,000 and their goal is to exceed that amount this year.
Mr. Spicer said the next item is a news release stating the farm land values are still on the rise nationwide. He said Commissioner Strain stated that Louisiana farm lands are following the nationwide trend.  He said with land values going up it is raising farm values, crop values and farm equity.  Commissioner Strain said what we are seeing now is an ever increasing desire by the farmer to hold onto their land and increase crop production because in the next 50 years we will need every acre available for agriculture to feed the world population.
Mr. Spicer said the next several items are new releases for the Commission Member to read at their convenience regarding interesting articles such as: USDA promoting conservation program and Louisiana farmers participating in a program that is helping to reduce the sediment and nutrient loss from agricultural fields; Commissioner Strain stating that the EPA withdrawal of a proposal that would have allowed the EPA to collect private information from farming operations nationwide; a news article stating that Commissioner Strain has been named Secretary-Treasurer of NASDA – one of ten board of directors honored to be representing the U.S. farmers and related industries; USDA-FSA designates natural disaster areas due to the drought in four east Texas counties that border on the Caddo and DeSoto parishes in Louisiana – allowing eligible farmers in these four counties and two parishes to request emergency loans from USDA FSA; Winn Parish issued a burn ban on all outdoor burning until further notice; and the next news article is about non-commercial cotton plants.   Mr. Spicer said the state has worked very hard to eradicate the very destructive boll weevil from the state’s cotton crop and the article states that anyone with a non-commercial or ornamental cotton plant in their home landscaping or in their home garden must have the plants monitored by LDAF inspectors to make sure the plants are not harboring boll weevils.  He said a boll weevil trap will be installed by LDAF to monitor for the weevils in these isolated locations.  
Mr. Spicer said the last items are more news releases regarding Louisiana forestry industry: one regarding an LDAF pilot helping in arresting suspected arsonists in Slidell; a Caddo man arrested for the second time in timber theft; logging equipment arson arrests in Grant Parish; and an article with a map showing the 14 parishes in the northern area of the state that are under a burn ban.
 Mr. Spicer said the next item is a news article regarding a one day workshop for education majors at LSU at Alexandria who learned about forestry and how to incorporate it into their classrooms thru Project Learning Tree, an LDAF/Office of Forestry program.   

He said the last item regards the consolidation of LSU AgCenter’s administrative functions with the university’s College of Agriculture.  Mr. Spicer asked Dr. Rogers Leonard if he would comment on the article.  Dr. Leonard said that it is a move to merge the administrative functions of the LSU AgCenter with the LSU College of Agriculture.  He said the consolidation will streamline and fully integrate the agriculture campus and will broaden the scope of services offered through education and extension.  Dr. Leonard said Chancellor Richardson is now the Vice President of Agriculture and at a later date will be named the Dean of the College of Agriculture.
Supervisor Resignations/Appointments and Reappointments  
Chairman Fletcher asked Mr. Spicer to report on the supervisor resignations and appointments.  Mr. Spicer said there were two resignations this month, Mr. M L George, elected position, DeSoto SWCD and Mr. Todd Windham, elected position, Madison SWCD.  

Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the supervisor appointment and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.

Motion: Mr. Skains made a motion to approve the resignations of supervisors Mr. M L George, elected position, DeSoto SWCD and Mr. Todd Windham, elected position, Madison SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Yerger and passed unanimously.

Mr. Spicer said the respective conservation district is requesting the State Commission to appoint the following supervisor to a new term in office:

D’Arbonne SWCD, Mr. Reggie Skains, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin November 18, 2013 and will expire on November 18, 2016.

Madison SWCD, Mr. Darryl Ellerbee appointed to fill the vacant elected position of Mr. Todd Windham.  Term will begin September 17, 2013 and will expire on June 30, 2016.

Madison SWCD, Mr. Edward Yerger, reappointed to fill his expired appointed position. Term will begin October 25, 2013 and will expire on October 25, 2016.

Chairman Fletcher asked for any comments from the public or Commission members about the supervisor appointment and there were none.  He said, as there were no comments, then he would call for a motion.

Motion: Mr. Frazier made a motion to approve the appointments of supervisors, Mr. Reggie Skains, appointed position, D’Arbonne SWCD; Mr. Darryl Ellerbee, elected position, Madison SWCD and Mr. Edward Yerger, appointed position, Madison SWCD.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Guillory and passed unanimously.

Other Business 
Chairman Fletcher asked Dr. Rogers Leonard to address the Commission.  Dr. Leonard said that on September 5th they held a very successful training session at the Macon Ridge Research Station as well as a Beef Cattle and Forage Field Day at the Dean Lee Research Station on September 12th.  He said tomorrow, September 18th, they will be holding a Poultry Master Farm Field Day at the Hill Farm Research Station in Homer.  Dr. Leonard said also on October 24-25 they will be conducting the Master Farmer University for farmers to complete Phases I and II of the Master Farmer Certification Program.  He said the University will be held at LSUA.
Chairman Fletcher thanked Dr. Leonard for attending the meeting and for his comments.  
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public.

Mr. Frazier asked that the Commission members stay and participate in the LACD Mid-Year Meeting.  He said they will be making plans and working on Committee programs for the LACD Annual Meeting to be held in Lafayette, January 8-10, 2014.
Chairman Fletcher asked if there was any other business or comments from the Commission or the public and there was none.  

Next meeting

Chairman Fletcher said the next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for 1:15 P.M. Tuesday, October 22, 2013 in the Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium, 5825 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Chairman Fletcher asked if there were any other comments from the public and there were none.  
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Fletcher said if there was no other business or comments from the public or Commission members, he will accept a motion to adjourn.  
Motion: Mr. Guillory made a motion to adjourn at 10:30 A.M.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frazier and passed unanimously.
/s/ Randell Fletcher______
Randell Fletcher, Chairman 
State Soil and Water Conservation Commission
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