Oyster Task Force Meeting July 27, 2010
I. Roll Call
II. Approval of Minutes

Motion to accept minutes by Brad, second by Jakov. Need to check on Shane’s absence

Present: Patrick Banks, Glenn Cambre, Wilbert Collins, Dan Coulon, David Deere, Jakov Jurisic, Ralph Pausina, Karl Morgan, Brad Robin, Al Sunseri, Sam Slavich, Peter Vujnovich, Wilson Voisin

Absent: Jerome Zeringue, Keith Lacaze, Dana Brocato, John Tesvich and Shane Bagala.

III. Treasury Report

a. Oyster Tag Sales-
b. LOTF Financial Report-
IV. Committee Reports

a. Public and Private Oyster Grounds Committee-nothing to report
b. Enforcement-nothing to report
c. Legislative-nothing to report
d. Research-John Supan-no report from John, but 
Dr. Melancon had information to share regarding dredge samples that they did in Barataria Bay.  
e. Coastal Restoration-state going to larger diversions and going to have a map showing where they are going to lease and not lease beds.  Al now sitting on Governor’s Commission on Coastal Restoration and Protection.  Tomorrow at 9:30 in House Room 5 there will be a meeting .
f. Marketing-
g. Department of Health and Hospitals-Continuing to sample oyster meat and water. Protocol for this testing has been adjusted along the way based on feedback from others.  Flotels in oyster growing areas. Tenney asked that any oyster harvesters who see flotels on the water to let DHH know.  DHH has asked that flotels not release any discharge out into the waters.  DHH is working with Bob Wagner to try and raise river stages in Calcasieu. DHH working with FDA who is doing flyovers and they send teams out to the areas where oil is spotted. They determine at that time if it is new oil or oil has been sitting there.   DHH working with FDA and asking the appropriate questions, but following protocol.  Both labs are consistent in their findings. Al said that the FDA person said that there is a 48 hr turnaround in the samplings.  DHH disagrees and says that the testing has a 7 day turnaround.   Still collecting routine sampling as usual.  If you got a bad sample you would go back and retake in 4 days. They are going to most heavily oiled areas and even oysters in heavily oiled areas are coming back with non-detectable levels.
h. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries-
1. Patrick Banks---intro Mike Wood, new director of wildlife and fisheries
Motion by Wilbert to close all public seed grounds for one year, second by Brad

Substitute motion by Al to keep the entire public grounds closed through November 1 with the exception of Calcasieu Lake and Sabine Lake. In addition, request WLF survey in October and the OTF meet prior to Nov 1 to determine if they want to open. Second by Jakov.  Motion Carries.
Motion by Mr. Buddy that recommendations from WLF for season be followed. Second by David Deere.

John talked about the research report that the task force needs to look at.

i. Department of Natural Resources- karl morgan gave report
j. Governor’s Office of Coastal Affairs

k. Legal committee-act 265 to set aside committee to consider recommendations. Buddy recommends it go to Public and Private oyster grounds to set up this committee.  Dan agreed.

Diversions were supposedly opened to keep oil out of the areas, but instead it has killed the oysters. 

Motion by Al that members of the OTF that attend CPRA meeting tomorrow that they voice the opinion of the oyster task force that the task force doesn’t support any of the planned freshwater and sediment diversions.  Second by Jakov. Motion carries.
V. Old Business

A. Oyster Lease Surveying Delays-Dan Coulon

Raymond said that they have to make new rules and bring to the commission. Currently OTF has to do their own surveys. If the beds are coming up for renewal then surveys are not required.

B. LDWF updates on experiments-
Patrick Banks reported.  They never received a letter from OTF, but he responded to questions. Testing oyster meats in growing water for contaminants is being done by DHH. 

Spawning capabilities of oysters using contaminated water---dedicated research to this has not been done.  Contaminated growing waters are part of water testing in part of the research team for this disaster.  Spat catch ability at new lab has been discussed by lab personnel, but they have not gotten to it yet.
Request to write letter to wlf to check for bivalve larvae in water column. Dan makes motion that he will send. 
VI.  New Business

A. Proposal for revised DHH closures-Dan Coulon.
David said they have something called 51 that address these concerns. It is basically an oyster transplant. They will revisit it and come back to the task force with something.  WLF needs to be in the discussion as well.

              Move this item to health committee where they can craft a letter to wlf and health.

B. Oyster Crop Insurance- Rob gave the group a handout which addresses the various advantages and disadvantages of keeping and suspending the insurance program.  Dan asked if they could approach FDA about options for people to move on in different directions individually and let growers move on if they want to. Normal flow of diversion would be covered, but not the excess.
C. Discussion of Farm Bureau Meeting—met two weeks ago

 Get letter to Mr. Findeburg about oyster task force. Who is on his advisory panel?  Motion by Peter to write a letter to Mr. Findburg requesting that someone be on his advisory panel and request a meeting with Mr. Findeburg.  

VII. Set next meeting— August 20, Friday 1 p.m.

VIII. Adjourn—motion by Peter to adjourn, second by Jakov
