
Louisiana Oyster Task Force Meeting
John Tesvich, Chairman
Tuesday July 31, 2012    1:00 PM

UNO Advanced Technology Center, 2021 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 210, New Orleans
AGENDA

I.           Roll Call
Meeting called to order at 1:10 p.m.

Present:

Tenney Sibley   
John Tesvich

Dan Coulon

Jerome Zeringue (arrived at 1:30)
Byron Enclade

Sam Slavich

Major Sammy Martin
Peter Vujnovich

Brad Robin

Chip Kline

Al Sunseri

Absent:

Shane Bagala

Brandt LaFrance
Mark Schexnyder
Mike Voisin
Wilbert Collins

Jakov Jurisic

Karl Morgan
Buddy Pausina
II.  
   Approval of  June 5, 2012  MINUTES
Al Sunseri motion to accept minutes, Wilbert Collins seconds.  Motion carries.
III.  
   Treasury Report

                       A. Oyster Tag Sales- tag sales for the month of June were 154, 800.
                       B. LOTF Financial Report- Kristin McLaren with the seafood board presented. 
Motion to sponsor the congressional staffer visit for $4,500, Al Sunseri seconds. Motion Carries.
The task force asks that they be included in these activities as much as possible and the final agenda go to the task force. 

Motion to adopt the FY 2013 budget as presented by Al Sunseri, second by Peter Vujnovich. Motion carries. 

      IV.  
Committee Reports

A. Public and Private Oyster Grounds Committee – (Buddy Pausina) Buddy Pausina was absent.
B.  Enforcement   - (Steve McManus)-
Met prior to the OTF meeting and will have another committee meeting and will include the seed ground committee in reference to openings in sister lake, especially in the northern portion. They will meet again prior to the next meeting.

C.  Legislative - (Jakov Jurisic)-Jakov Jurisic was absent
D.  Research – (John Supan)-John Supan was absent
E.  Coastal Restoration – (Dan Coulon) Dan Coulon presented
F.  Marketing – John Tesvich asked for someone from the task force to volunteer to serve as the chairman on the committee.
G.  Health – (Tenney Sibley)-Will let task force know about October/November classifications.
 V.    
Old Business

A.   BP Oil Spill Remediation

1. Claims Process

2. Public Reef Remediation

3. Oyster Lease Remediation
 Byron Enclade presented to go fish flyer for an upcoming go fish seafood community conference on Saturday August 4 in Westwego.  
B. Thomas Soniat- Dermo Study – results available on www.oystersentinel.org .  
August 28 at UNO will be stock assessment workshop for all oyster coastal study areas. Thomas asked for a representative from the task force to attend.  Peter Vujnovich was appointed and John Tesvich will go in his place. 
VI. New Business

A. Thomas Soniat- project certification- United Nations Food and Agricultural certification for oysters. 
The task force will work with WLF and Tom Soniat to set up a sub- committee to discuss certification issues and John Tesvich will ask that Buddy Pausina serve as chair.
B. Task Force Perception Study-GCR Alexis Thomas

C. Malinda Kelley-Gulf Trace- Malinda presented on the gulf trace program.  
D. Drue Banta-NRDA Update-Drue Banta presented
E. WLF-VMS Presentation-update given by WLF
F. Recommendations for 2012 - 2013 season on Public Seed Grounds- Patrick Banks presented. 
Motion by Al Sunseri to support agencies recommendations except areas 1, 1a,3,6 will open on 22nd of October along with the northern end of sister lake which should be open for a period of time for planting, seeding and market for a period time based on the recommendations of the enforcement and seed ground committee. Second by Sam Slavich. Motion carries.

Motion by Al Sunseri to open Sabine Lake from March- May 2013, 10 sack limit, second by Wilbert Collins. Motion carries.
VII. Set Next Meeting-September 25, Tuesday 1 p.m. with an 11 a.m.enforcement committee/seed ground committee meeting and vessel permit meeting at 10 a.m.
VIII. Adjourn- motion by Al Sunseri, second by Sam Slavich. Motion carries.
Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

