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Louisiana Oyster Task Force Meeting
John Tesvich, Chairman
Thursday February 23, 2012    1:00 PM

UNO Advanced Technology Center, 2021 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 210, New Orleans
Minutes
I.           Roll Call
Chairman John Tesvich called the meeting to order at 1:06 p.m.

Present:  Mark Schexnayder, David Guilbeau in for Glenn Cambre, Dan Coulon, Byron Encalade, Jakov Jurisic, Steve McManus in for Major Steve Martin, Karl Morgan, Buddy Pausina, John Tesvich, Sam Slavich, Mike Voisin, Kirk Rhinehart in for Jerome Zeringue.
Absent: Shane Bagala, Wilbert Collins, Dana Brocato, David Deere, Brad Robin, Al Sunseri, Peter Vujnovich.
II.  
   Approval of  January 12,  2012 MINUTES
Motion to adopt minutes by Mike Voisin, second by Jakov Jurisic motion carries.
III.  
   Treasury Report

                       A. Oyster Tag Sales- January 2012 sales were 125,175 tags
                       B. LOTF Financial Report-budget balance available is $81,884 and fund balance available is $175,356
Motion to accept tag sales and financial report as submitted by Mike Voisin second by Sam Slavich.  Motion carries.
IV.  
Committee Reports

A. Public and Private Oyster Grounds Committee – (Buddy Pausina)
Vessel permitting went through legislative committee and will be reported on in legislative committee
B.  Enforcement   - (Steve McManus)

C.  Legislative - (Jakov Jurisic}
Met this morning and discussed many issues brought to them by the department:

· Seed Ground Vessel Permit Law : Amending the Seed Ground Vessel Permit  law (433.1) so that permits can now be accepted until December 31, 2012.  They did not recommend adding Calcasieu lake or any of the other recommendations the department recommended.  Motion to accept the motion of the taskforce of the committee on this bill by Ralph Pausina, second by Dan Coulon. Motion carries. 
· Oyster Management Bill: On second bill presented by the department, referred to as the oyster management bill, the committee recommended no action on this legislation. Motion to accept the committees’ recommendations by Ralph Pausina, second by Dan Coulon. Motion carries. 
· House Bill 12RS-401:  The task force recommends supporting the bill with an amendment that the department will consult with the task force on the location of the reefs.  Motion by Dan Coulon to accept, second by Jakov Jurisic.  Amendment to the motion by Mike Voisin that the commission no will, but must consult with the task force on the location of the reefs.   Second by Dan Coulon. Motion carries.  

· Aquaculture bill-department is looking into legislation that would introduce aquaculture methods into Louisiana. The legislation is in development.  Motion by   Mike Voisin that the task force supports the concept of having a bill that allows for the development, coast wide of aquaculture and new techniques for oyster farming. Second by Dan Coulon. Motion carries. 
· Act 57 Motion by Mike Voisin to also support the legislation to expand the aquaculture farm area listed in ACT 57 from 5 acres to 25 acres.  Second by Jakov Jurisic. Motion carries. 
· Intent to create Legislation for those displaced by the 2012 coastal master plan. Committee moved to approve this legislation. Motion to accept the drafting of the legislation by Jakov Jurisic, second by Dan Coulon.  Motion carries. This is being drafted by LSU Seagrant. 

· Enforcement looking into a way where fines from citations could go back to enforcement to support their efforts.

· Legislation should be introduced in the future for people who received a citation, but were not charged. It is the committee’s belief that this should not go on their record with the department. Jakov is going to look into. 

· Cole Garrett with the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries brought up a point listed in the management bill under 433 B2 that should be discussed individually. Motion by Byron Encalade to increase the set aside percentage area from 25 percent to 60 percent as mentioned in item B (2) on the management bill. Second by Mike Voisin.  Motion does not pass.   

· Mike Voisin made a motion to write a letter to the Assistant Secretary of WLF, Randy Pausina that as related to the oyster development fund an annual verbal report would suffice.  Buddy Pausina seconds.  Mike Voisin accepts the amendment that this report will be done in conjunction with the department’s reef assessment.  Motion carries. 

· Motion by Mike Voisin that the task force supports the concept of a possible bill by Senator Morrish’s to support an increase of permits for Calcasieu Lake.  Second by Byron Enclade, motion was discussed and motion carries. 
D.  Research – Oyster convention is on March 10.
E.  Coastal Restoration – (Dan Coulon)

F.  Marketing - 
G.  Health – Mark Schexnyder with the department reported on behalf of the health committee.  Public meetings on new requirements will be announced. Motion by Mike Voisin (at 1:45) that the department of wlf and health put in an enforcement protocol that should someone not able to meet the requirements with a white tag they could then tag their product green.  Second by Jakov. Motion carries. Mike Voisin make a recommendation that we write a letter to the department that more than one type of tagged product can be tagged at the same time. (Green and White, not fuscia). 
 V.    
Old Business

A.   BP Oil Spill Remediation

1. Claims Process

2. Public Reef Remediation-Mike Voisin discussed the NRDA public meeting that was held in D.C. 
3. Oyster Lease Remediation

VI.       New Business

A. Master Plan Presentation-Kirk Rhinehart- OCPR
B. Dr. Thomas Soniat-Oyster Habitat Suitability Index/Coastal Master Plan

C. NRDA update-Drue Banta

D. Maura Wood with Wildlife Federation was here and will give presentation on Myrtle Grove diversion at next meeting. 

VII. Set Next Meeting- Next meeting set for April 3, Tuesday at 1 p.m.
VIII. Adjourn

Motion to adjourn by Jakov Jurisic, second by Dan Coulon. Meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
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