
Louisiana Oyster Task Force Meeting
John Tesvich, Chairman
Tuesday, September 25    1:00 PM

UNO Advanced Technology Center, 2021 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 210, New Orleans
AGENDA

I.           Roll Call. Meeting called to order at 1:03 p.m.
Present:

Shane Bagala (Lynette in for Shane)
Bryon Enclade


Brandt LaFrance

Mark Schexnyder


Jakov Jurisic


John Tesvich

Tenney Sibley
(Gordon Leblanc)
Sammy Martin
(Steve McManus)

Wilbert Collins


Karl Morgan


Mike Voisin

Dan Coulon



Buddy Pausina


Peter Vujnovich

Chip Kline (entered at 1:24)

Brad Robin

Absent: 

Al Sunseri

Sam Slavich

Jerome Zeringue

Guests:

Mark Naquin- Marks Oysters
Jim Gasquet-Attorney
    
 Megan Spencer-Attorney

Willie Daisy-W&E Oysters
Charles Lapaeyrouse

Jane Mahoney-Seedco

Kristin Mclaren-LSPMB
Patrick  Banks-LDWF

Larry Marino-CPRA

Kevin Ford-La Outdoors  
Cole Garrett-LDWF
Alisha Renfro- NWF

Francis Ernst


Rene LeBreton-LDWF
Damon Morris-Tulane

Anh-Dad Nguyen- SEAFA
Christopher Lemaire-DHH
John Jackson- La Outdoors

David Poiencot- P.P.C. LLC
Susan Colley- UNO Oyster Lab

John Supan-LSU Seagrant
Michael Harbison-LDWF
Charles Sutcliff- Gov Office

II.          The chairman said that John Jackson with La Outdoors, Rene LeBreton with LDWF and Mike Voisin had additional items for the agenda. Motion to approve agenda with changes by Wilbert Collins, second by Dan Coulon, Motion carries. 
III.  
   Approval of July 31, 2012 MINUTES   -Motion accept the minutes by Mike Voisin, second by Wilbert Collins. Motion carries.   

IV.  
   Treasury Report

                       A. Oyster Tag Sales- 2,660,300 end of fiscal year total, total for July 2012: 259, 164
                       B. LOTF Financial Report- Fund balance, $222, 521. Budget balance is $142,633
Motion to accept the Treasury report by Mike Voisin,  second by Wilbert Collins. 
      IV.  
Committee Reports

A. Public and Private Oyster Grounds Committee – (Buddy Pausina)-Mark Schexnyder showed the alternative culture maps and they are up for public comment until  
Recommendation by Buddy Pausina that the department also include the exclusions on the maps as individuals. 
B.  Enforcement   - (Steve McManus)- In fiscal year 2012 Region 5, 2 cases of pollution, Region 8; 31 cases of pollution, Region 6; 200 cases (190 documented)  90 percent of those from Sister Lake.  
Four Recommendations:
Steve McManus presented the recommendations from the committee and Wibert Collins made a motion to accept these recommendations as a whole. Second by Mike Voisin.  Substitute by Buddy Pausina to go over recommendations individually.

1) Send letter from OTF to all coastal District Attorneys explaining how pollution and theft has an effect on the entire industry as a whole and ask that violators be prosecuted and all aspects of the law applied. 
Peter Vujnovich moved to send the letter, second by Jakov. Motion carries.  John Tesvich recommended working with the seafood board, DHH and LDWF.  Should go to District Attorneys and have them bring to judges attention. 
2) Draft legislation as it applies to the penalties of theft and polluted, including community service and possibly being banned from participating in the industry as a whole as opposed to just having your license removed. 
Motion by Peter Vujnovich to move to the legislative committee, second by Dan Coulon. Motion carries. 

3) Look at rule making or notice from DHH to hold dealers better accountable for these types of violations, possibly being decertified.  
Motion to accept recommendation by Dan Coulon, second by Byron Enclade. Substitute motion by Mike Voisin that the recommendation be accepted and go to health committee for discussion, second by Brandt LaFrance. Motion carries. 
Buddy Pausina made a motion to instruct health department and enforcement to put together an informational letter for all dealers informing them of the regulations and the problem they are having with polluted oysters.  Second by Wilbert Collins. Motion carries. 
4) Have all boats be equipped with VMS. Mike Voisin moves to accept this recommendation and send to legislative committee. Wilbert Collins seconds the motion. Motion carries. Jakov Jurisic was in opposition. 
C.  Legislative - (Jakov Jurisic)- no report
D.  Research – (John Supan)-no report
E.  Coastal Restoration – (Dan Coulon)- no report
F.  Marketing - 
G.  Health – (Tenney Sibley)- Gordon Leblanc reported that all areas are reopened with the exception of the two small areas that WLF has closed.  Mike Voisin made a motion that we send Tenney Sibley a letter of commendation for their work on getting the areas reopened in a timely matter. Second by Dan Coulon. Motion carries. 
 V.    
Old Business

A.   BP Oil Spill Remediation

1. Claims Process

2. Public Reef Remediation

3. Oyster Lease Remediation
Drue Banta reported to the group

B. John Jackson-LOA (Louisiana Outdoor Adventures) Oyster Video

Mike Voisin motioned to ask Louisiana Outdoor Adventures to bring a proposal to the marketing committee to review in consultation with LSPMB and bring back a recommendation.  Second by Jakov Jurisic.  Motion carries. 

C. Sustainability Sub-Committee-  Motion by Mike Voisin to form a sustainability subcommittee second by Peter Vujnovich. Motion carries. Mike Voisin volunteers to chair the sustainability subcommittee. 
VI. New Business

A. Kristin McLaren-Oyster Taskforce appointee to LSPMB

Recommendations from the task force included:

Lucien Gunter with ACME oyster house

Sal Sunseri with P&J Oysters

Sam Slavich 

Tommy Cvitanovich 

John Tesvich asked that anyone with additional nominations send those into him and he would provide LSPMB with the three nominations.
B. Assessment of Damages from Hurricane Isaac- elevated mortalities following Isaac.  In all samples except for Black Bay area though, they also found spat. 
C. Thomas Soniat- Louisiana Oyster Stock Assessment Workshop- Tom Soniat was not present, but Susan Colley presented.
D. Private Land Oyster Companies in Louisiana-Mike Voisin-Mike Voisin made a motion that the public and private oyster ground committee look into this issue with WLF to determine what the policy is for addressing this issue.  Dan Coulon seconds the motion. Motion Carries. 
E. Survey Section Website-Mike Voisin- Raymond Impasato said it was deleted in the flood at WLF and they are waiting for the new system to come online and then it will all be restored. 
F. ISSC Board Meeting-Mike Voisin- Mike Voisin made a motion that the OTF fund travel for anyone wishing to travel to the meeting October 15 and 16 in Baltimore and Mike Voisin asked that anyone who wants to attend to notify Ashley Roth.  Motion carries. 
G. Charbroiled Oyster and Fried Oyster Study- Mike Voisin moved that to the next meeting. 
VII. Set Next Meeting- next meeting set for November 13 at 1 p.m. 
VIII. Adjourn- Motion to adjourn by Jakov Jurisic, second by Dan Coulon. Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

