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State of Louisiana Board of Barber Examiners

Board Meeting Minutes March 16, 2014

Board Office Conference Room, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

________________________________________________________________________

Board President Scott Vice called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM.  Present were Board Members Alton Broussard, Rebecca Villeneuve, Craig Pollard. Executive Director Latrice Matthews.    

For the record: The board members conducted examinations to approximately 29 applicants beginning at 7:30 a.m. this day.

The chair presented the minutes of September 22, 2013.  M/Broussard, 2nd./Pollard to approve the minutes as approved.  Mc

The chair suspended the regular order of business to hear from Jennifer Olivier of J's Barber College - New Iberia regarding the change of location of her barber school. Ms. Olivier presented her proposal to move from her current location due to lack of parking and expansion space.  The new location offers 12 chairs with the ability to expand if necessary, adequate parking, and has ample classroom space, and could be used for board exams also.  The chair informed the board that he had been out and did a walk through of the new facility and agreed that it was very large and would be a good location.  The chair questioned if the side door would also be used as an entrance.  Ms. Olivier informed the board that the side door would be locked and only used as an emergency exit. No board members had any concerns with the new location and granted final approval and permission to proceed with the move and opening the new location. M/Broussard, 2nd/Villeneuve. Mc

Chair returned the meeting to regular order of business.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

The chair reported visiting J's Barber College new location and also briefed the board that Vera Matt is now looking at a different building in Lafayette which is over 10,000 square feet, however she is only looking into actually taking part of the building over.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

Please see attachment.  After discussions, M/Broussard, 2Nd./Pollard to approve the Executive Director’s Report Mc.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Matthews presented the projected 2014 budget as printed by CPA Vicknair.

M/Broussard, 2nd/Pollard to approve the Financial Report and Projected 2014 budget. Mc

BOARD MEMBERS' REPORT

Board Member Craig Pollard reported visiting the barber schools in his area and having met the new Regional Director for the Louisiana Technical Colleges in north Louisiana. Board Member Pollard reported issues with student behavior and the stances the barber instructors were allowed to take regarding classroom structure and security at the Vo -Tech school.  Setting the Standard barber school in Shreveport expressed the desire to change the location of her school in the future, and also more information on continuing education.  BosMan's Barber College and VH Barber Styling Academy both were operating very well.  Board Member Pollard said he would also visit the schools in the Monroe area.  Board Member Pollard also spoke of his concern for the barber instructor exam process, the curriculum, and the specifics of what applicants are required to perform. Board Member Pollard suggested giving the examinees 3 or 4 different topics and have them be prepared to present/demonstrate one to the board. Executive Director Latrice Matthews informed Board Member Pollard that the board does have a instructor curriculum in place, and that all examinees receive notice of what is required for the instructor's exam.  The chair and Board Member Villeneuve both acknowledged that work has been weak at the instructor's exam in the practical and oral areas and invited Board Member Pollard to attend the next exam and observe the process.

Board Member Rebecca Villeneuve had no report.

Board Member Alton Broussard had no report

M/Broussard, 2nd/Villeneuve to approve the board member reports.  Mc 

The chair informed the board that the old business of shaving did not need to be re-visited and would remain as had been previously discussed by the board.  Board Member Pollard presented copies from the Milady barber book of the shaving chapters for all board members to have.

Old business discussion was had regarding the Instructor's Workshop and the plan to have 4 small scale workshops in the different regions of the state (Shreveport, Monroe, Baton Rouge, New Orleans).  All board members agreed the smaller settings would be more productive.

Board Member Pollard presented information about certification courses teachers are required by the state to attend and recommended we encourage our barber instructors to participate as well.  Mr. Pollard also expressed a need for community forums and more togetherness among the barbers in his area as well as across the state.  Board Member Pollard is concerned about the image of the barber industry across the state, bootleggers , and the lack of financial knowledge among the barbers. Mr. Pollard suggested the board's involvement in holding forums to address such issues.  The chair informed Board Member Pollard that UFCW Local offers barbers the opportunity sign up for insurance and benefits at their Monday night exams.  Executive Director Matthews suggested the community barbers organize such events on their own and have the board participate as guest.  Board Member Broussard agreed on the need for more togetherness amongst the barber community and offered to speak and tell of his history in the barbering industry.  The chair suggested this could be something done across the state.

Board Member Rebecca Villeneuve asked for clarification on the requirements for reciprocity from Louisiana to Texas.  Executive Director Matthews informed that Texas does not have full reciprocity with apprentice hours.   

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM.
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Alton Broussard, Board Member             

