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State of Louisiana Board of Barber Examiners

Board Meeting Minutes June 29, 2014

Board Office Conference Room, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

________________________________________________________________________

Board President Scott Vice called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  Present were Board Members Alton Broussard, Vice Chairman Rebecca Villeneuve, Craig Pollard, Executive Director Latrice Matthews.    

For the record: The board members conducted examinations to approximately 23 applicants beginning at 7:30 a.m. this day.

The chair presented the minutes of March 16, 2014.  M/Broussard, 2nd./Pollard to approve the minutes as approved.  Mc

The chair suspended the regular order of business to hear from Willie Payne of Baton Rouge, Louisiana and New Iberia Career Center.  

Mr. Payne is proposing to open a barber school at 12143 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70815.  Mr. Payne presented the school has having twenty (20) work stations.  Board Chair noted the diagram submitted by Mr. Payne indicates fourteen (14) work stations.  Board member Pollard expressed concern that Mr. Payne's experience was mostly in the area of cosmetology and that the school would focus more on cosmetology and not barbering.  Mr. Payne stated that he has a commitment from a licensed barber instructor to instruct and he will apply for his instructor's license also.  Mr. Payne reported his school was previously a cosmetology school whose license was revoked for unfounded reasons and that he had no desire to ever practice under the cosmetology board again.  Vice Chair Villeneuve asked for specifics of which licenses were revoked.  Board Member Broussard questioned Mr. Payne's commitment to the school.  With such an extensive background in cosmetology, would he continue to travel in his profession and if so what would happen to the barber school if licensed.  Mr. Payne informed the board that if he were not present to run the school, Ms. Vanessa would.  The chair informed Mr. Payne that the board would review his proposal and get back with him.

The board heard from Evelyn Bourque, Instructor, and Trina Broussard, Assistant Principal of New Iberia Career Center regarding the high school career diploma tract which has been newly implemented by the Louisiana Department of Education.  Both are concerned that the Career Center's barber program which is licensed by our board does not qualify as a career diploma.  Ms. Bourque and Ms. Broussard proposed the board offer a tech license upon the completion of two (2) semesters, approximately two-hundred forty (240) hours per semester. Board Member Craig Pollard asked what type of work did they expect the tech license to allow the students to do, and also that a new license would require legislation.  However Board Member Pollard recognized where the state would require more schools to become IBC certified.  Board Member Broussard's concern was that the students would still be unemployable with so few hours of training.  Ms. Bourque explained that this would only be a jumpstart towards their 1500 hours and they would still need to enroll in a barber school to complete their remaining hours.  Executive Director Matthews explained that it would be impossible for the board to accommodate the Career Center for reasons being a new license requires legislation, and the high school program was never designed for the students to obtain any types of licenses to work. Board Vice Chairman Villeneuve wanted to make note to Ms. Bourque that although nails and skin care were covered in the book, it is not a part of what we teach.  Board Chair Vice mentioned concern over how many hours the students would actually be able to earn. All board members expressed wanting to try and make it work, however only if we as a board were able to.  The chair said that further discussion would be needed to determine if this was something that was possible and that he would get back with them.

Chair returned the meeting to regular order of business.

Executive Director Matthews presented a new school proposal for Richwood High School in Monroe, Louisiana.  Board Chair Vice noted on the layout of the school, the two barber labs across the hall from each other.  He expressed concern for the school only having one instructor but two labs.  Director Matthews explained that today's proposal was not for final approval but for presentation and that the next step would be for a board member to go out for a site visit.  Board Chair Scott Vice asked Board Member Pollard to make arrangements to take a visit.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT

No Report

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

Please see attachment.  Executive Director Matthews reported having undergone the office's yearly audit and the only findings were to reflect the approved budget in our meeting minutes and to process financial reports every month instead of quarterly.  Also, Delgado Barber School is in the process of relocating and that a board member inspection would be needed for final approval.   After discussions, M/Pollard, 2Nd./Broussard to approve the Executive Director’s Report Mc.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Please see attachment.
BOARD MEMBERS' REPORT

Board Member Craig Pollard reported visiting Cloyd's Barber School, Northeast Louisiana Technical College-Delta Ouachita, and Celebrity Barber College.  Mr. Pollard was very impressed with the student work and structure he observed at Celebrity Barber College.  In speaking with the instructors of Delta Ouachita, a concern was raised over the number of students enrolled in comparison to having two instructors, one of which is part-time. Northwest Louisiana Technical College - Shreveport was down to one instructor, the two others had been let go.  In speaking with Dean Angie Rymer, she expressed wanting to replace the two with more professional instructors if the enrollment numbers allowed her to hire someone.  Board Member Pollard also discussed having received several phone calls as well as the office regarding students inquiring why they had failed their barber exams.  Mr. Pollard suggested taking photos of the examinees finished haircuts at the exams to have proof of failure.  All board members expressed that pictures were not needed.  He also made note of the apprentices he's observed at board exams and their struggle with the mannequin and other areas.  Mr. Pollard explained there is some sort of disconnect between the apprentices and the master barbers and that some discussion needed to be had among Shawn Brayton and the Monday night instructors of the apprenticeship program to address this.  Apprentice Coordinator Mark Villeneuve explained that the apprentices don't come to class regularly and also that most master barbers don't know how to do the mannequin themselves.  Mr. Villeneuve stated they explain the importance of coming to class to the apprentices, however they don't come until the last minute when they're close to being cleared for board.

Board Member Rebecca Villeneuve 

No Report

Board Member Alton Broussard reported that Vera Matt is still looking for another location for a potential barber school.

M/Broussard, 2nd/Pollard to approve the board member reports.  Mc 

Board Member Broussard  questioned his board appointment and the date of his term.  Executive Director Matthews and Board Chair Vice explained that all appointments end in August.  Mr. Broussard asked if the board was satisfied with his performance.  All agreed that Board Member Brossard was a pleasure to work with.

Board Chair Scott Vice thanked the board for their concern during the illness of his father.   

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM.

                                                                                                                                    ________________________________                ________________________________

Scott Vice, Board President                                    Latrice Matthews, Executive Director

                                                                                                                                                                                   ________________________________                ________________________________

Rebecca Villeneuve, Board Vice-President            Craig Pollard, Board Member

                                                                                                                  ________________________________                 

Alton Broussard, Board Member             

