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PRESENT:






EXCUSED:
Mr. Leonard Augustus





Rep. Wesley Bishop
Mr. Troy J. Broussard
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Mr. Max Cox


Ms. Celeste Marshall





Ms. Nan Galloway
Ms. Catherine Morrell

Mr. Lee Randall
Ms. Madalyn Schenk











EX-OFFICIO:
Mr. Kyle Wedberg
Counsel:

Mr. Mark Beebe
STUDENT PRESENTATION
Dr. Jee Yeoun Ko, Chair of Classical Instrumental Music, introduced Ben Mader, Pianist.  

Ben is a Level I Classical Instrumental student and a freshman at Connections Academy. 
Dr. Ko announced that Ben had won the LPO Competition.
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:18 p.m. by Board President, Mr. Lee Randall.

ROLL CALL
The roll was taken.  There were 8 of 13 members present.  Quorum was present.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Bruno moved to approve the minutes of the September 11, 2014 meeting.  Ms. Marshall seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Motion carried.

FINANCE REPORT
Ms. Delaney highlighted the handout “FY 2014-15 vs. FY 2015-16 Budget Request.”  The Governor implemented a limited hiring and spending freeze.  There was an exemption for instructional expenditures.  There were no hiring freeze positions specified for NOCCA.  Ms. Delaney is preparing for a mid-year budget cut.
As of November 1, 2014 there is a signed contract for the new building.  The move will be done in two phases.   The Juniors and Seniors will move in the first phase on November 17, 2014.  The Freshmen and Sophomores will move in the second phase which will happen in January, 2015.  The 2800 Chartres Street building will still be the main office.  Blinking lights have been installed which are to be activated when crossing the street.  There will be a meeting with the student body concerning the expectations of moving to the new building.  There will be a full time administrative person on site at the new building.
STUDENT SERVICES REPORT
Mr. Coheley highlighted the handout “2014-15 October 1st Enrollment Statistics.”  There is growth in the outlying parishes for academic studio.
The audition season for FY 2015-16 is in full swing.  There is a new software system that allows information to be processed and sent to the State.  The software system also allows for filling out an application on-line.  Audition information sessions, where students work with the arts instructors, have been scheduled for November 15th and December 13th.  The application deadline is January 9, 2015.  Auditions will be held on January 24, 31 and February 7, 2015.  Ms. Schenk suggested that consideration be given to when the acceptance or rejection letters are sent because of state testing, as both could be highly distracting.
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BOARD PRESIDENT REPORT
Mr. Randall welcomed the newest Board member, Mr. Leonard Augustus representing the State Superintendent of Education.
Mr. Randall informed the Board that he is still working with The NOCCA Institute on the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement.

THE NOCCA INSTITUTE UPDATE
Ms. Sally Perry explained that they were the beneficiary of $2 million from the Emeril Lagasse Foundation and the Solomon family.
TNI is in negotiations with RSD to be a tenant in the Forum.  It is on the BESE agenda to be approved in December, 2014.  The Café is ready to open.  The approval is pending the NOCCA Culinary kitchen equipment being installed.  The Art Gallery is open.  The Press Street Gardens should be completed by the end of December, 2014.  There will be 40 fruit trees planted on the Plessy site.

PRESIDENT/CEO REPORT
There was an information sheet handout on Bradford Fournier, Academic Studio Math Faculty, for certification consideration.
Mr. Bruno moved to approve certification of Bradford Fournier, Academic Studio Math Faculty.  Ms. Marshall seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

The NOCCA Academic Studio has achieved an “A” school status.   They are the top school in the State that doesn’t screen for academics.

Ms. Leslie Gamboni, Communications Specialist, explained that in celebration of the NOCCA’s 40th anniversary, they will have a dominant presence at the Jazz Fest.

There were partnerships formed outside of NOCCA.  The Musical Theatre Department partnered with Mid-City Theatre to perform there fall show there.  The Drama Department partnered with the Fringe Fest and remounted there production based off of Plessy vs. Ferguson.
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Mr. Beebe spoke about the recent lawsuit filed by the teachers’ associations regarding Type 2 Charter Schools and the attempt to remove the MFP funding from those schools.  Although NOCCA is not a Charter School, they are included in Senate Resolution 55, and this could impact their MFP funding.
REMARKS/OTHER BUSINESS
The next Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 14, 2015.
ADJOURN
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:29 p.m.
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