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Members Present
Charlestta Lavergne		    	Bill Skinner
(representing Jarvis Claiborne)
Joey Odom			   	Beau Wiliford
Katy Hill			   	Wes Cannon
Bill Mathews			   	Rudy Macklin
John Boyer			  	Gerald Breaux
Council member, Ken Jenkins had a last minute meeting with the EBR Superintendent and could not make the meeting.  There was a mix-up with the starting time for the meeting with Dr. Whitfield’s office. (Rudy Macklin’s mistake) Robert Boudreaux is retiring and Ben Berthelot will serve in his place until the Senate office re-appoints a replacement.  
Rudy spoke about the need to have board members re-appointed to the Council because all terms expired, and this board must ask the Governor to reappoint current members or new members to the Council. It’s very odd that all members’ terms expired on 9/12 and none of them were staggered.  All current members present asked to be reappointed to the board. Rudy Macklin will make a request to Boards and Commission to reappoint members.
As for the budget, Rudy reports that our budget is intact for 2012-13and we have enough funding to run all our events and programs. 
Governor’s Fitness Council Events
The Living Well In Louisiana Physical Activity and Nutrition Challenge ended on August 20, and by some standards it was very successful in terms of participation, but for the Council’s standards based on past participation, the program did not turn out the numbers we had hoped. 
Approximately 5,500 people participated statewide which is extremely low for this Council (2004 35,000 adults and 25,000 children). The reason for the low turnout is because it took a long time to get department approval to launch the program and the date kept getting pushed back further.    


Governor’s Games
The Governor’s Games is our strongest program. Rudy did a roll call for the Games:
Weightlifting-  The Fitness Council hosted an international weightlifting meet at LSU-S with Dr. Kyle Pierce.  Weightlifters from Quebec challenged U.S. lifters from Arkansas, Kansas City, Florida, Louisiana and Mississippi. The meet went over extremely well. This program is in partnership with the U.S. Olympic Weightlifting and the Governor’s Fitness Council. The Fitness Council is a strong supporter the Weightlifting Development Center at LSU-S. 
In February, the Fitness Council will sponsor the Youth and Master’s track and field event at the LSU Field House on the Baton Rouge campus. The Field House will undergo renovation beginning in March 2013; so no events can be held in that facility for the remainder of the year.  Because of the renovation, the Elementary Fitness Meet will move next door to Bernie Moore Track stadium. 
One of our newest events for 2013 will be a statewide jump romp competition. The event will operate in the same fashion as the Fitness Meet.  Ms. Marlene Price from Parkview Baptist will take the lead in this event. We are searching for a venue and date for the program as well as train P.E. teachers on how to run the event. Kathy Hill will call upon LAHPERD to help us reach out to schools across the state.
The jump rope event will run in the same format as the Fitness Meet: each school will have a jump rope competition, and the winners will move on to the parish competition.  Each parish will then have a Parish Preliminary competition, and the winners will move on to the championship in Baton Rouge. The state of New York which has a great statewide jump rope tournament will help us implement our state jump rope meet. 
Wrestling will be added back in the Governor’s Games. It faded out when we were the Louisiana State Games and now we are bringing it back. Dr. Jimmy Morris and some of the coaches from Catholic High will help get us started.  This event will be a tune-up for regional and national championship wrestling.
Televised events on Cox Cable—Cox owes the Fitness Council two shows that never were taped because of the sudden departure of host, Jimmy Fredrick.  The Fitness Council will have to go back to the negotiating table and iron out these issues.
Governor’s Games Major Sports Updates

Tour deFitness- Kathy Hill
Kathy says they had a very successful event in Evangeline parish. Mark Perry from the DHH Asthma program joined the event to speak to the teachers and nurses about asthma, which was their health focus. Tour deFitness teams in-serviced 300 teachers from across the state at Episcopal High School in Baton Rouge.  
Kathy alerted the Fitness Council that a member of the BESE board is proposing changes in the P.E. policy statewide. Currently in order to graduate students must have 2 units of PE with a ½ unit being health education and 1 ½ being physical education. The only substitution for PE now is JROTC. The proposed change will allow marching band, cheerleading, dance team and extracurricular sports to count as a ½ unit of PE. The AHA feels that though these activities may provide some physical activity, they have distinctly different goals than physical education and do not provide the content of a comprehensive, standards-based PE program and thus should not be allowed to fulfill a PE requirement.
Kathy went on to say that when something like this gets passed, in a matter of years P.E. is eliminated. The Council agreed to help Kathy raise awareness to fight these unnecessary proposed changes. 
Track and Field- John Boyer
The indoor meet which consisted of seniors and youth last year and had a good turnout. This year it should be even better in 2013. The main track and field event increase in participation 10% each year.  U.S. Olympics Track and Field joined our event this past June and it turned out really well. Mr. Boyer says he look into starting a Cross Country invitational meet to be held in the Months of November or December 2013.
Baseball- Joey Odom
Baseball is going on as planned and looking to have dates set very soon. More than three hundred teams participated last year, and staff is seeking more local support from the communities. Baseball did a god job last year managing t-shirts and medals that saved the Fitness Council money. 
Robert Boudreaux- Youth Golf
Last year’s tournament doubled in size with 65 participants throughout the state. This year’s tournament will be June 29-30. They are expecting 80-85 kids playing. Robert would like to start a volleyball tournament in the Acadiana area. (Lake Charles) Rudy asked Robert Boudreaux to lay the ground work for expanding Governor’s Games volleyball in the Lake Charles area. 
Softball- Bill Skinner
Softball in 2013 will have adult slow pitch men, women in the Slidell area; youth division in Erath. They also held tournaments at the “B” level in Independence and in Baton Rouge. The turnout was great last year and look forward to a big year in 2013. 


Girls Basketball—Charlesetta Lavergne 
Ms. Lavergne says some of the locations will be changed to make them more centralized for the teams. A health fair was set up at Opelousas Junior High school and got great participation from family members of the players and athletes as well.  Local doctors and nurses that participated in the health Fair generated even more participants. 
Adopted Playground at Hardin Park; Upper 7th Ward, New Orleans- Wes Cannon
Uniforms the Fitness Council sponsored for little league football worked out great, and NORD has duplicated our uniforms for other teams. Since then, the league has grown tremendously. The field in the park has been replaced and is now safe for kids to play on. When the Fitness Council donated uniforms for the league, first aid kits came with each set of uniforms and we need to make sure other teams have these specialized kits as well. 
One of the business owners will donate a lot for the children to start their Neighborhood Community Garden sponsored by the Fitness Council. Wes will make contact with the owner about allowing the kids to start the garden this spring.  The garden will be called, Hardin Park Fruits and Vegetables Market.”  Proceeds from the sale of fruits and veggies will go toward other activities for kids in the park. We are still a long way from the park being self-sufficient, and we have to keep pressure on NORD to keep their end of the agreement. 
Wes says he wants to work on establishing more inner city soccer teams and forming a Governor’s Games Soccer tournament, possibly hosting it at City Park. John Boyer will help Wes establish the soccer tournament and extend invitations to Jefferson parish.
Boxing-Beau Wiliford
There has been a change in USA Boxing from top to bottom. The persons that caused problems for the Fitness Council and everybody will no longer be around. Beau received a call from Australia wanting to bring a team to box in the 2013 Governor’s Games.  We have had great participation in the past and it can be even bigger in 2013. Rudy says he wants to keep the Governor’s Games Boxing in the Acadiana area.  
Rudy says that our adopted Jeff Davis Youth Development Center in Jennings, LA is going very well. Chris Ned and other community leaders have done an excellent job keeping it going after the Fitness Council gave them startup funding. Our adopted small town now have a baseball and basketball tournament, dance, computer lab and after school tutoring sessions during the school year and throughout the summer. 
Our Elementary Fitness Meet has 30 parishes involved each year, but only 22-25 come to the championship in Baton Rouge. EBR parish has won the championship the last four years in a row. The Fitness meet is still the most popular event we have on Cox Cable. 
Our Taekwondo event has gotten so big that we had to move it to New Orleans at the Morial Convention Center. Taekwondo will be back at the convention center run by our Commissioner, Joel Neely. 
Unity Day Karate will be back here in Baton Rouge and run by our Commissioner, John Daniel.
Boys Basketball will take place at the Alario Center once again and run by Commissioner, Roch Weilbacher. After Katrina, our boys basketball numbers were down, and just this past April did we see out participation increase significantly back to pre-Katrina numbers.  We will take on smaller basketball tournaments in Baton Rouge and host them in the newly-constructed BREC facility on Kenilworth and Perkins.
Swimming will be back at LSU natatorium where Craig Harris will serve as our Commissioner of Swimming once again. We would like to get Les Miles’ daughter back in our event. She swam in the Governor’s Games when she was fourteen and is now one of the nation’s top swimmers. 
Triathlon at Lincoln Parish Park in Ruston is run by Commissioner, Fred Phillips and our partner is still Nissan Exterra. We are up to 400 participants in 2103. 
Fit For Life Sports Festival in Shreveport has 25 events and the Fitness Council is involved as a sponsor only. We sponsor the T.V. show on Comcast and assist with the huge exercise class of 5,000+ students at Independence Stadium. We will work with the Fit For Life group to start a Men’s Health conference in the summer of 2013. 
Ballroom Dancing has really taken off since they joined the Governor’s Games. Ann Dorcher runs it for us and she has now established ballroom dancing classes at select high schools in Baton Rouge and Lake Charles. 
Girls Gymnastics Commissioner, Jackie Latino will step down and be replaced some time later. 
Rudy asks that equipment orders be on time with at least a two-week notice before the start date of each event, which allows enough time for equipment s and supplies to arrive in a timely manner.  
Rudy will send out notices of dates and times of all major and minor events as soon as venues are secured and staff is in place.
Meeting Adjourned 

