Louisiana Forestry Commission

5825 Florida Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA  70806

May 19, 2015
Minutes
Call To Order

The Louisiana Forestry Commission meeting was called to order by Chairman Scott Poole at 10:05 a.m.
Roll Call

The roll was called by Patricia Dayberry
Members Present: Chairman Scott Poole, Sam Pruitt, Kenny Ribbeck, Dr. Allen Rutherford, and Michael Hudson 
A quorum was present.

LDAF Staff Present:  State Forester Wade Dubea, Epney Brasher, Lindsey Hunter, Don Smith, David Campbell, Roy St. Pierre and Patricia Dayberry
No public comments at this time.
Approval of Minutes

MOTION:  Sam Pruitt made a motion to approve the revised minutes of the meeting for December 8, 2014.  Dr. Allen Rutherford seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Approval of Minutes

MOTION:  Dr. Allen Rutherford made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting for March 10, 2015.  
Kenny Ribbeck seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Changes to Rules
Wade Dubea stated that in the last meeting one resolution was approved and we had four resolutions involving input.  These four resolutions are now being considered for approval for implementing the rule change.  
Lindsey Hunter with LDAF Executive Offices was present to discuss changes being addressed as needed.    

Wade discussed the changes as outlined - joint meetings, third party reference input and increase in fee rates.  Discussion followed in regards to categories, fee rates, wording and proposed changes.
MOTION:  Kenny Ribbeck made a motion to adopt the rules as amended today with no substitute changes; Dr. Allen Rutherford seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

MOTION:  Dr. Allen Rutherford made a motion for Commissioner to sign the Act of Adoption if there are no substitute changes; Sam Pruitt seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
Budget

Wade discussed the 1.8 million short-fall depending the outcome of this year’s session.  Discussion is pending on restoring some funds back to The Office of Forestry.  We are down to 151 employees and are having to wait until after the new fiscal year to review vacancies.  We have expended 72% of our budget for the year.  In regards to the question regarding salary increases, merits will only be allowed if it is within our budget and is usually addressed in September and October and can be up to 4%.  Discussion followed regarding the budget for the next fiscal year.  The budget authority is a concern as we move forward.  Discussion followed regarding projected revenues and what the balances are in the FPP program and the number of plans that have been submitted, the amount that has been committed and severance tax collected and what is rolled over and also requests made for the use of protection tax funds still being available from one fiscal year to another.      
Division Reports

Wade took questions on the division reports.
Wade mentioned that a Declaration of Emergency was signed on May 8, 2015 by Commissioner Mike Strain in regards to Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine.  Fields trips are being setup to view what the actual infestation looks like for identification purposes.
Roy St. Pierre, Enforcement Manager for Forestry briefly discussed the current status on pending and closed cases.  Discussion followed.  

Discussion began on the current situation regarding the nursery properties.  Wade went over the current request being made regarding the Deridder Seed Orchard for the Department to terminate the current lease on the property.

MOTION:  Mike Hudson made a motion to approve the termination of the lease for the Deridder Seed Orchard; Dr. Allen Rutherford seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Old Business

In regards to the electronic signature on scale tickets the law requires that a signature is required.  There must be a signature, it can be electronic, but a signature is required and it should be the name on their license and not a nickname.  Discussion followed regarding what can be used to associate all loads with where it originated and to keep things moving in the most effective way possible and to possibly having this Commission impose fines.  Roy will schedule to visit mills to gather information on how the mills are operating with recording incoming loads.   
New Business
None previously covered.
Public Comments  
Buck Vandersteen of the Louisiana Forestry Association mentioned that the tax assessor to begin in January for assessing timberland and has asked for assistance in helping to develop assessment rate each year.    

Adjournment
MOTION: A motion was made by Dr. Allen Rutherford to adjourn the meeting, Sam Pruitt seconded the motion. All were in favor.  Meeting was adjourned at 1:57 p.m. 
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