Louisiana Forestry Commission

5825 Florida Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA  70806

March 10, 2015
Minutes
Call To Order

The Louisiana Forestry Commission meeting was called to order by Chairman Scott Poole at 10:06 a.m.
Roll Call

The roll was called by Epney Brasher
Members Present: Chairman Scott Poole, Vice Chairman Mike Merritt, Tina Meiners, Sam Pruitt, Dr. Allen Rutherford, Kenny Ribbeck and Michael Hudson 
A quorum was present.

LDAF Staff Present:  State Forester Wade Dubea, Epney Brasher, Lindsey Hunter, Don Smith, David Campbell, Jeremy Coffey and Patricia Dayberry
No public comments at this time.
Approval of Minutes

MOTION:  Dr. Allen Rutherford made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting for December 8, 2014.  
Tina Meiners seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Approval of Minutes

MOTION:  Dr. Allen Rutherford made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting for February 3, 2015.  
Tina Meiners seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Changes to Revised Statutes
Lindsey Hunter with LDAF Executive Offices discussed changes that need to be addressed and the two resolutions that need to be signed by the Board giving the Department the authority to make those changes.  Discussion followed regarding publication, notification of changes and changes itself to the rules and regulations and what the Department can do to increase revenue.

Public Comments:  
Buck Vandersteen of the Louisiana Forestry Association question regarding prescribed burning – does the panel have the possibility of reinstating a person’s chance of renewing their certification?  Yes, the panel will have the authority to reinstate.  Buck inquired about tree cutting on public lands does everyone submit a request to cut?  No, everyone does not.  These were already regulations that were in existence.  Discussion followed. 

Regarding the Nurseries Wade suggested having Chapter 3, removed all together.  After a brief discussion the Board was in agreement to have it removed and defer to address again.
Scott Poole would like for Chapter 15 Timber Harvesting and Receiving Records to be looked at regarding electronic records.  There are currently no provisions for electronic ticket as evidence in loader’s log.  Wade will get with Roy St. Pierre for clarification and have Roy get with Lindsey to draft a proposal and defer this to next meeting and have Roy present.
Discussion followed regarding Forestry Productivity Program changes including competitive rates, research funding projects, and practices.  Wade suggested that the Office of Forestry will get a committee together to streamline for practical matter, file numbers, practices and certification procedures and possibility of penalties for not completing practices.    
MOTION:  Kenny Ribbeck made a motion to adopt the changes for prescribed burning; Dr. Allen Rutherford seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Discussion followed on clarifications for the categories regarding severance tax and will need further clarifications.    

MOTION:  Sam Pruitt made a motion for the Board to sign the resolution authorizing lease of Columbia Nursery, Mike Merritt seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Wade would like to go on record praising Ashley for her assistance in all and that she is definitely a godsend.
Wade provided an update on the nurseries.  Past Friday was the last day we took orders or requests, we have limited quantities.  Employees have been notified of the closures and pending layoffs.  Equipment is being inventoried and determinations will be made.  Any lease proceeds will return to Office of Forestry for firefighting.  Discussion followed.  
Budget
Epney Brasher stated that Forestry is 66% through with this fiscal year and have only used almost 56% of the budget for the year.  Epney stated that this is due to recent budget cuts.  Wade stated that the average fuel cost throughout a given year usually ranges from $800,000 to $1,000,000.  LDAF was able to make this cut in the supply category due to it being wet; causing them to not use as much fuel this fiscal year.  Answering a question from the audience, regarding seed orchard expenses, there should not be any further expenses outside of the insurance premium, which is one payment in full and has already been taken care of.  No refund is expected after it is leased, since we will still own it.  The Monroe facility expenses are shared equally by all divisions and the maintenance should not be paid by Forestry it is a LAFA building.  Wade stated that the main issue is towards the proposed budget cut to the Office of Forestry for next fiscal year is $1.88 million.  Discussion followed regarding priorities and services that we will be able to provide with the positions that the Office of Forestry still retains.
Division Reports

Wade took questions on the division reports. 

Sam Pruitt stated that one correction needs to be made for the minutes of this meeting for December 8, 2014.  Mr. Pruitt was late and the minutes had already been approved.  The correction that needs to be made is that Dr. Allen Rutherford was present for the meeting and that he, Sam Pruitt was not.  Those minutes will be revised.
Old Business

None  
New Business
Emerald Ash Borer:

Emerald ash borer has been confirmed in Louisiana with a siting in Webster parish.  There were six larvae found in the ash trees that were examined near the Arkansas border.   LDAF will be monitor and we will see if the range increases and will give notice from 5-10 miles in advance.  LDAF has a representative in their office and AES state entomologist, Tad Hardy is working with the US Forest Service & APHIS on how to handle emerald ash borer and is preparing training courses on setting up traps.  Epney and Brent just attended training on setting up the traps and we are going to have traps set up in parishes.  Discussion followed.
Public Comments:  
Buck Vandersteen suggested that we sell more license plates to help generate revenue.  

Adjournment
MOTION: A motion was made by Mike Merritt to adjourn the meeting, Sam Pruitt seconded the motion. All were in favor.  Meeting was adjourned at 1:28 p.m. 
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