


LOUISIANA FORESTRY COMMISSION

JUNE 10, 2025, 10:00 A.M.
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
VETERANS’ MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD
BATON ROUGE, LA   70806

NOTE:  THIS IS TENTATIVE MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 10, 2025, MEETING OF THE LOUISIANA FORESTRY COMMISSION.  A FINAL VERSION OF THESE MINUTES WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE AFTER APPROVAL OF THE COMMISSION AT ITS NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING.


CALL TO ORDER
The Louisiana Forestry Commission meeting was called to order by Michael Hudson at 10:05 a.m.

ROLL CALL
The roll call was conducted by Wade Dubea.

Members present:  Glynn Pittman, Gradon Clemons, Dr. Allen Rutherford, Michael Hudson, and Peggy Hagan. 

LDAF staff present:  Wade Dubea, Epney Brasher, Roy St. Pierre, Matt Polk, Tyler Cloud, Jeannie Severio, Jade Saunders, Steve Bary, Walter Daigre, Nicole Hawes.

PUBLIC COMMENTS    Deferred to later in meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION:   Gradon Clemons made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of March 11, 2025.   Glynn Pittman seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

BUDGET
Epney Brasher gave the budget report with Wade helping explain.  FPP has finished the signup for the 2026 season.  The payments for completed practices for this last season have almost been finished.  We have 11 more files to clear and the deadline is the 15th.  The old audit findings were explained.  The fiscal year ends June 30.  We are on task with the budget for this fiscal year.  The insurance payments usually are paid in the first quarter of the fiscal year.  The federal funds are still in question because of the president’s budget. The money will be spread out away from the US Forest Service.  If the funds no longer go to state and private, all of our grants will be cancelled out.  The money was coming to the states to complete the work that the federal agency required.  The budget was 25 million dollars in 2008.  The budget now has been 15 million dollars, making a 10 million dollar cut.  It is a wait and see time for both state and federal funding.  Fire fighting and the health management of the forests is a big concern if all the federal funding is eliminated.
DIVISION REPORTS
Protection Branch:  Wade gave the report.  The fire season has been an average season due to good precipitation.  The Volunteer Fire Department  grants are received and payments going out.  If the grants are taken away, this is one program that will disappear.  These fire departments count on these funds.  We have had our annual training completed.  We have been watching the budget closely, so training has been scaled down this last quarter.  We have sent some resources out of state to Oklahoma, Texas and North Carolina.  The other states were quick to come to help us, so we need to return the favor.  We have received all of our new dozers and some of the transports have come in.  We are working to put lights and sirens on the transports.  Also the tie downs on the transports are being strengthened.  We have moved to the new radio system and it is working well.  We are keeping some of the older radios so that we can communicate with the US Forest Service and others that still have the older type of radios.  The exemption for the CDLs applies only to going to a fire or returning it.  All other times, the drivers must have a CDL to put it on a public road.    

Enforcement Branch:  Wade gave the report.   Fire investigation has lead the complaints this quarter.  The complaints are evaluated and most of them end up being a civil matter.  We respond to a lot of complaints that are handed off and not pursued as a criminal matter.  

Commissioner Mike Strain joined the meeting to make comments on the legislative session.  The protection of water rights has been a battle this session.  He discussed the federal grants being unsure for the new fiscal year.  He also discussed the movement of products from the US around the tariff problems.  Then he left to go to the legislature. 

Management and Forest Health Branch:  Wade gave the report.  He reminded the commission that unused funds roll back into the FPP funds to be used later.  In order to do prescribed burns, we have to have a driver with a CDL license because it is not an emergency operation.  There has been a lot of removing of dead trees on the edges of the state forest.  Landowners around it were worried that the trees that died in the drought and because of beetles were going to fall on their homes and property.  The trees were cut down to stay on the state forest property.  There were well over 200 trees removed from the edges.  

On Forest Health, the brown spot issue has moved into the loblolly pine.  Not a lot can be done to control this problem.  These pine cannot take fire like the longleaf, so control is in question.  The grants have a lot to do with forest health including the trapping programs.  The rating for BMP compliance was 97 percent this year.

Aviation Branch:  Flying for fire control is coupled with bug control.  We are still waiting for some of the new engines to come in.  We can fly beyond the FAA requirements because we are not commercial.  We have to do more maintenance and watch the hours closely on all 12 planes and keep them air worthy.  Two positions, one pilot and one mechanic, were caught up in the hiring freeze.  As soon as it is lifted, those two positions will be filled.

NEW BUSINESS
None.

OLD BUSINESS
The issue of increasing fees has been studied and approved.  We have several fees that will be implemented.  On the skid steers, we will have a service fee.  A transportation fee will be added for moving equipment to and from the work we do.  We proposed a $50 transportation fee per unit per round trip under 50 miles.  Over 50 miles would be $100 fee.  If the commission approves, we will send this through the process to be approved.  A motion to accept the fees was made by Mike Hudson, seconded by Glynn Pittman and seconded by Gradon Clemons.  It was passed.


PUBLIC COMMENTS
No public comments. 

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION:   Gradon Clemons made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Peggy Hagan seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 am.



